
City Municipal Center, 616 NE 4th Avenue

CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING AGENDA

Monday, January 5, 2015, 7:00 PM

Agenda Updated January 5, 2015

NOTE:  There are two public comment periods included on the agenda.  Anyone wishing to address the City 

Council may come forward when invited; please state your name and address.  Public comments are typically 

limited to three minutes, and written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk.  Special instructions for public 

comments will be provided at the meeting if a public hearing or quasi-judicial matter is scheduled on the agenda.

I. CALL TO ORDER

II. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

III. ROLL CALL

IV. PUBLIC COMMENTS

V. CONSENT AGENDA

Approve the minutes of the December 15, 2014, Camas City Council Meeting and the work session 

minutes of December 15, 2014.

A.

City Council Meeting Minutes 12-15-14

City Council Workshop Minutes 12-15-14.pdf

Approve claim checks as approved by the Finance CommitteeB.

Authorize release of retainage for Project No. WS-714 / WS-729 STEP Sewer RR Crossing / 

Garfield Water Relocation Project, in the amount of $30,734.67 to 3 Kings Environmental, Inc. All 

City and State project documentation has been received and verified.  (Submitted by Jim Hodges)

C.

WS-729 - WS-714 pay est 5 Final.pdf

Approve Pay Estimate No. 3 for Project P-899 (less retainage), Fallen Leaf Lake ADA Ramp in the 

amount of $20,015.23 for work through December 19th, 2015. This project is fully funded in the 

City's adopted 2014 Budget. (Submitted by Steve Wall)

D.

P-899 Fallen Leaf Lake ADA Ramp Pay Estimate 3

NOTE:  Any item on the Consent Agenda may be removed from the Consent Agenda for general discussion or 

action.
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VI. NON-AGENDA ITEMS

A. Staff

B. Council

VII. MAYOR

A. Announcements

Council's Confirmation Vote of Mayor's Appointment to the Position of Public Works DirectorA.

VIII. MEETING ITEMS

Resolution 15-001 Adopting a City of Camas Fee Schedule

Details:  Resolution No. 1314 was approved December 15, 2014, establishing a 2015 Fee Schedule 

with an effective date of January 1, 2015. Resolution No. 1314 had the incorrect fee schedule 

(2014) attached rather than the proposed 2015 Fee Schedule as presented on November 3, 2014 

with City Council and considered during Public Hearing on November 17, 2014.

Presenter:  Cathy Huber Nickerson, Finance Director

A.

Recommended Action:  Move to approve Resolution No. 15-001 adopting the City of 

Camas 2015 Fee Schedule.

Res 15-001 - 2015 Fee Schedule

Ordinance Amending Title 16 Environment, Chapter 16.53 Wetlands

Details:  On December 15, 2014, Council held a public hearing  to consider amendments to the 

Camas Municipal Code, Chapter 16.53 Wetlands.  At the conclusion of the public hearing, Council 

approved the amendments and directed the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance for adoption.  

The amendments are intended to comply with new mandates from the Department of Ecology.

Presenter:  Sarah Fox, Senior Planner

B.

Recommended Action:  Adopt ordinance

Ordinance Amending CMC Ch 16 53
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Ordinance to Adopt the Annual 2014 Comprehensive Plan Amendments

Details:  City Council conducted a public hearing on December 15, 2014, to review the proposed 

Annual Comprehensive Plan Amendments, which included the following:  the Grass Valley Plan 

(File No.CPA14-02); the Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Comprehensive Plan (File No. 

CPA14-03 “PROS” Plan); and miscellaneous map amendments.  City Council accepted public 

testimony, considered the proposed amendments concurrently,  and rendered a decision of 

approval.  Council directed the City Attorney to prepare an ordinance for adoption.  

Presenter:  Sarah Fox, Senior Planner

C.

Recommended Action:  Adopt ordinance 

 

Ordinance No. 15-002

PROS_Plan_110714

PROS Plan appendices

Camas Comprehensive Plan Map

Camas Zoning Map

Stoneleaf Final Plat      

Details:  This is the final plat for Stoneleaf Phase 1, which is a condominium project that is being 

platted into fee simple lots.  Preliminary plat approval was granted on October 14th, 2014.  Staff is 

recommending approval.

Presenter:  Robert Maul, Planning Manager

D.

Recommended Action:  Approval 

 

FP14-06 Staff Report

STONELEAF PLAT Final 122314

IX. PUBLIC COMMENTS

X. ADJOURNMENT

XI. CLOSED SESSION

Labor NegotiationsA.

NOTE:  The City of Camas welcomes and encourages the participation of all of its citizens in the public meeting 

process.  A special effort will be made to ensure that a person with special needs has the opportunity to 

participate.  For more information, please call 360.834.6864.
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CITY COUNCIL REGULAR MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT 

Monday, December 15, 2014 at 7:00 p.m. 
Camas City Hall, 616 NE 4th Avenue 

 
 

 
 
 

NOTE: There are two public comment periods included on the agenda.  Anyone wishing 
to address the City Council may come forward when invited; please state your 
name and address.  Public comments are typically limited to three minutes, and 
written comments may be submitted to the City Clerk.  Special instructions for 
public comments will be provided at the meeting if a public hearing or quasi-
judicial matter is scheduled on the agenda. 

 
I.  CALL TO ORDER 
 

Mayor Scott Higgins called the meeting to order at 7 p.m. 
 
II.  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
III.  ROLL CALL 
  

Present: Don Chaney, Linda Dietzman, Tim Hazen, Steve Hogan, Melissa 
Smith, and Shannon Turk 

 
Excused: Greg Anderson 

 
Staff:   Kristin Berquist, Phil Bourquin, Pete Capell, Sarah Fox, Jennifer 

Gorsuch, Shawn MacPherson, Kathy Huber Nickerson, Robert 
Maul and Steve Wall  

 
Press:   No one from the press was present. 

 
IV.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no comments from the public. 
 
V.  CONSENT AGENDA 
 

A. Approved the minutes of the December 1, 2014, Camas City Council 
Meeting and the work session minutes of December 1, 2014 

 
Council Minutes 12-1-14  

 

http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=2839b841-d70f-4200-80d9-76e37346f971&time=3
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=2839b841-d70f-4200-80d9-76e37346f971&time=3
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=829e7769-9cd0-4d0c-9f53-0180c0bde87a&time=5
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=829e7769-9cd0-4d0c-9f53-0180c0bde87a&time=5
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=2dd5247e-626e-471a-8378-75c03039b8ee&time=22
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=2dd5247e-626e-471a-8378-75c03039b8ee&time=22
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=7af06e59-55d2-47c1-b754-7adc904a3714&time=48
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=7af06e59-55d2-47c1-b754-7adc904a3714&time=48
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=f0b69acf-7a8a-4576-89e3-73d50f03bbc3&time=91
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=f0b69acf-7a8a-4576-89e3-73d50f03bbc3&time=91
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_defe695e54895710996a1f8a2eb9096a.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_defe695e54895710996a1f8a2eb9096a.pdf


      
 

 
 

 

Workshop Minutes 12-1-14  
 

B. Approved claim checks 124048 – 124253, in the amount of 
$2,183,897.08.  

 
C. Approved the write-off of the November 2014 Emergency Medical 

Services (EMS) billings in the amount of $60,715.49.  This is the monthly 
uncollectable balance of Medicare and Medicaid accounts that are not 
collectable after receiving payments from Medicare, Medicaid and 
secondary insurance.  (submitted by Cathy Huber Nickerson) 

 
D. Authorized the Mayor to sign the Modification to the Development 

Agreement with the builder, Doug Campbell, for the 7th Avenue 
Townhomes, LLC.  The City worked with the developer to replace a 
substandard storm line in return for shared costs.  During construction, the 
developer ran into some unforeseen cost overruns due to bedrock issues.  
The attached addendum splits the overrun between the City and the 
developer for an additional amount of $3,832.90.  The attached addendum 
was drafted and approved as to form by the City Attorney.  (submitted by 
Robert Maul) 

 
Original Agreement  

 
Addendum to Agreement  

 
E. Authorized the Engineering Manager/City Engineer to sign the 

Professional Services Contract Agreement with HDJ Design Group for 
surveying and design, environmental permitting and documentation, and 
right-of-way acquisition services for the NW Brady Road Improvements in 
an amount not to exceed $818,773.28.  This total cost includes a 
contingency budget of $72,154.91 in the event that additional 
environmental analysis and permitting will be required.  The project design 
is in the budget for 2015 and 2016 and Federal Highway Administration 
(FHWA) will provide $339,000 in design funds.  (submitted by James 
Carothers) 

 
PSC_12-3-14  

 
F. Authorized BergerABAM Consultant Services for Phase 2 of the 

Comprehensive Plan Update.  According to State requirements, the City 
must update the Comprehensive Plan by June 2016.  The goal of the first 
phase of the update is to create a vision for the City, which will guide 
development for the next twenty years.  Phase 2 will update the policies 
and goals of the plan consistent with the vision and State guidelines.  
Phase 1 is nearing completion and a vision statement will be presented in 

http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_4d81b6701004c6a3bc034e9218979975.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_4d81b6701004c6a3bc034e9218979975.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_61dd5e2ea0f700847ced4276ab117846.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_61dd5e2ea0f700847ced4276ab117846.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_28f4b23c983b49e487bc8373d4fb335d.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_28f4b23c983b49e487bc8373d4fb335d.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_ef77fdf131d99acf746c87b1c930eebe.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_ef77fdf131d99acf746c87b1c930eebe.pdf


      
 

 
 

 

January.  A scope of work and contract for Phase 2 must be approved in 
order to seamlessly continue this project.  (submitted by Sarah Fox) 

 
Camas Comp Plan Phase 2 - Scope of Work  

 
G. Authorized Pay Estimate 5 for Project No. S-566 NW Friberg 

Street/Goodwin Road Improvements to McDonald Excavating, Inc., in the 
amount of $644,289.50 for work completed through November 30, 2014.  
This project is partially funded by a Public Works Trust Fund (PWTF) loan 
and a Community Economic Revitalization Board (CERB) grant 
administered by the Washington State Department of Commerce and the 
Washington State Department of Ecology. (submitted by James 
Carothers) 

 
S-566 Pay Estimate No. 5  

 
H. Authorized release of retainage for Project No. WS-720A 2013 

STEP/STEF Tank Pumping Project to AAA Septic Service, LLC in the 
amount of $2,518.52.  All required City and State project documentation 
has been received and verified.  (submitted by James Carothers) 

 
WS-720A Pay Estimate No. 9 Final  

 
I. Authorized Pay Estimate 6 for Project No. WS-741 2014 STEP/STEF 

Tank Pumping to AAA Septic Service in the amount of $3,384.20 for work 
through November 30, 2014.  This project provides for on-going pumping 
of STEP and STEF Tanks throughout Camas and is funded by the 
Water/Sewer Fund.  (submitted by James Carothers) 

 
WS-741 Pay Estimate No. 6  

 
J. Authorized Pay Estimate 2 for Project No. S-583 NW 18th Bike and 

Pedestrian Trail Link to Green Construction, Inc., in the amount of 
$140,506.94 for work through November 30, 2014.  This budgeted project 
is partially funded by a Transportation Alternatives Program grant, 
neighborhood contributions and the storm drainage utility.  (submitted by 
James Carothers) 

 
S-583 Pay Estimate No. 2  

 
K. Authorized Pay Estimate 6 for Project No. S-565 NW 38th Avenue 

Roadway Improvements, Phase 2 to Nutter Corporation in the amount of 
$272,030.54 for work completed from November 1, 2014 through 
December 8, 2014.  (submitted by James Carothers) 

 
S-565 Pay Estimate No. 6  

http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_0b63ded150fc2186ca056e72a8ed97c5.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_0b63ded150fc2186ca056e72a8ed97c5.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_ff6c7e7aefa52df6dc078fe0aa0c1c65.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_ff6c7e7aefa52df6dc078fe0aa0c1c65.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_f32e682a0097cb55f2b0e46e966deeb2.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_f32e682a0097cb55f2b0e46e966deeb2.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_698058f3e6c11458240710fd941fc6a2.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_698058f3e6c11458240710fd941fc6a2.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_8d6b7a29d933700f29f8fc90c3b39aab.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_8d6b7a29d933700f29f8fc90c3b39aab.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_69dc0cb653bc869425bcccbcf92734cb.pdf


      
 

 
 

 

 
L. Authorized the Mayor to execute an agreement with Lloyd Halverson to 

provide government affairs services on behalf of the City of Camas for 
2015 and 2016.  The services will include developing state and federal 
lobbying strategies, lobbying the Washington State Legislature in support 
of annual legislative goals, lobbying Congress in support of federal funding 
for infrastructure projects and providing written and oral reports.  The total 
cost for two years will be $15,000. (submitted by Pete Capell) 

 
Agreement with Lloyd Halverson 2014  

 
M. Approved Pay Estimate 2 for Project No. P-905 Municipal Center Exterior 

Painting in the amount of $20,126.24.  This is the final billing less 5% 
retainage.  This project is fully funded in the City's adopted 2014 Budget.  
(submitted by Denis Ryan) 

 
P-905 Pay Estimate No. 2  

 
N. Approved yearly allocation of salaries and benefits for the Camas-

Washougal Volunteer Firefighters in the amount of $37,778.73. (submitted 
by Pam O'Brien) 

 
It was moved by Don Chaney, seconded by Melissa Smith to approve 
the Consent Agenda.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
 
VI.  NON-AGENDA ITEMS 
 

A. Staff 
 

There were no comments from Staff. 
 

B. Council 
 

Smith wished everyone a Happy Christmas and New Year. Turk reminded 
everyone that there is a new survey on Camas2035.com.  Chaney 
thanked everyone for the great year. 

 
VII.  MAYOR 
 

A. Announcements 
 

Mayor wished everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year. 
 

B. Camas City Council and Committee Appointments for 2015 
Department/Presenter: Mayor Scott Higgins 

http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_4ae33547cad97af7722685905213d5c0.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_4ae33547cad97af7722685905213d5c0.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_7dbf9fb1311b4181d1ccc40e7d8230b1.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_7dbf9fb1311b4181d1ccc40e7d8230b1.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=772aca1a-e23d-4cbe-a265-715009ae4922&time=108
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=772aca1a-e23d-4cbe-a265-715009ae4922&time=108
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=6acce0c0-f9c9-46e1-8eb2-cb5a4646bd88&time=112
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=6acce0c0-f9c9-46e1-8eb2-cb5a4646bd88&time=112
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=601b1cd1-ee30-476c-a124-ae7f559f7754&time=209
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=601b1cd1-ee30-476c-a124-ae7f559f7754&time=209
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=e0190e50-9ec7-4fe6-9fea-20b696a704b6&time=228
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=e0190e50-9ec7-4fe6-9fea-20b696a704b6&time=228


      
 

 
 

 

 
Committee Appointments 2015  

 
2015 Council Committee Appointments  

 
Mayor noted the reappointment of Jeff Groff to the Library Board until 
December 31, 2019; Jim Short, Frank Hood, and Lloyd Goodlett to the 
Planning Commission until December 31, 2017; Cassi Marshall and Steve 
Lorenz to the Design Review Board until December 31, 2017, and Tanis 
Knight to the Civil Service Commission for December 31, 2020. 

 
It was moved by Melissa Smith, seconded by Steve Hogan to 
approve the Boards and Commission Committee Appointments for 
2015.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
Mayor referred to the list of Council Committee Assignments for 2015 and 
noted that Council vacancy appointments will occur after the new Council 
member is appointed.  The C-Tran liaison is Greg Anderson and Mayor 
Higgins is the alternate. 

 
It was moved by Melissa Smith, seconded by Shannon Turk to 
approve the Camas City Council Committee Appointments for 2015. 
The motion carried unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Don Chaney, seconded by Melissa Smith that Greg 
Anderson serves as Mayor Pro Tem for the year 2015. The motion 
carried unanimously.  

 
VIII.  FINANCE 
 

A. Readopting Resolution No. 1314 with Amended 2015 Fee Schedule 
 

 Details:  Resolution No. 1314 was approved December 1, 2014, 
establishing a 2015 Fee Schedule with an effective date of January 1, 
2015.  Resolution No. 1314 had the incorrect fee schedule (2014) 
attached rather than the proposed 2015 Fee Schedule as presented on 
November 3, 2014, to City Council and considered during the Public 
Hearing on November 17, 2014. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Cathy Huber Nickerson, Finance Director  

 
Resolution 1314 -- Adopting 2015 Fee Schedule  

 
Executed Resolution No. 1314 - Posted12-17-14  

 

http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_b82eaa0488b95ed02c6196d9fdcc0d1a.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_b82eaa0488b95ed02c6196d9fdcc0d1a.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_d45c74597fa303f3d31be8918d2d485a.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_d45c74597fa303f3d31be8918d2d485a.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=3dce8b0c-2190-4091-966c-874a0b00d75f&time=483
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=3dce8b0c-2190-4091-966c-874a0b00d75f&time=483
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_009f582242bc13cf0d1400cd25312148.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_009f582242bc13cf0d1400cd25312148.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_7458e17a1035a0d69b44f3820d88ecb2.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_7458e17a1035a0d69b44f3820d88ecb2.pdf


      
 

 
 

 

It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Steve Hogan that 
Resolution No. 1314 with the amended Fee Schedule be read by title 
only. The motion carried unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Steve Hogan to 
readopt Resolution No. 1314 to include the Amended 2015 Fee 
Schedule.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
IX.  COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 
 

A. Public Hearing - Green Mountain Development Agreement 
 

 Details:  Public Hearing to consider a Development Agreement between 
Green Mountain Land, LLC and the City of Camas.  The proposed 
agreement involves approximately 1,300 residential units and 8.8 net 
acres of commercial development on 181 acres of land located north of 
the Ingle Road and Goodwin Road intersection. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Phil Bourquin, Community Development Director   

 
Green Mountain Development Agreement (replaced 12-15-14)  

 
Green Mountain DA Exhibits  

 
Mayor Scott Higgins opened the public hearing at 7:11 p.m. 
 
The following members of the public spoke: 
 
Randy Printz, 805 Broadway, Vancouver 
Rick Marshall, 521 NE 17th Ave. 
Russell Wegner, 19910 NE 16th St. 
Monica Gruher, 21917 NE 28th St. 
 
Randy Printz, Mayor Higgins, and Bourquin answered questions that were 
asked. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:26 p.m. 
 
To give time for getting a full copy of Resolution No. 1315, Council moved 
on to Item C.   
 

B. Resolution No. 1315 Adopting the Green Mountain Development 
Agreement 

 
 Details:  Resolution adopting the Green Mountain Development 

Agreement. 

http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=1f9e7ad9-0f6a-4e6e-88d7-030d2940e088&time=595
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=1f9e7ad9-0f6a-4e6e-88d7-030d2940e088&time=595
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_6a02990ad43f74113292fc5a7d5f2e34.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_6a02990ad43f74113292fc5a7d5f2e34.pdf
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Department/Presenter: Phil Bourquin  

 
Executed Resolution No. 1315 - Posted 12-17-14  

 
Green Mountain Resolution 1315  

 
It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Melissa Smith that 
Resolution No. 1315 be read by title only. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Steve Hogan to adopt 
Resolution No. 1315.  The motion carried unanimously.  

 
C. Final Plat for Hidden Terrace (formerly "Hidden Meadows") 

 
 Details:  Hidden Terrace is a 60-lot single-family development located at 

NW Astor and NW 43rd Avenue.  The development received preliminary 
plat approval on December 5, 2005, and was subsequently modified 
through a major modification decision.  (File #MajMod13-02) 

 
Department/Presenter:  Sarah Fox, Senior Planner  

 
Hidden Terrace Staff Report FP14-04  

 
Hidden Terrace Plat FP14-04  

 
It was moved by Shannon Turk, seconded by Linda Dietzman to 
approve the final plat for Hidden Terrace Subdivision (File #FP14-04).  
The motion carried unanimously. 

 
D. Public Hearing - Webberly/Hagensen Annexation (File # ANNEX14-03) 

Hearing for 10% Petition to Annex into the City Limits 
 

 Details:  The Webberly/Hagensen annexation request is to incorporate 
approximately 32 acres into the City limits just north of the Camas High 
School campus. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Robert Maul, Planning Manager  

 
10% Petition Staff Report  

 
Webberly-Hagensen Annexation Application  

 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing at 7:38 p.m. 
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The following members of the public testified: 
Brett Webberly, 25817 NE 3rd St., Camas 
Larry Webberly, 1441 Canyon Creek Rd., Camas 
 
Mayor closed the public hearing at 7:41 p.m. 
 
Staff responded to questions from Council. 

 
It was moved by Shannon Turk, seconded by Melissa Smith to  
accept the notice but modify the boundaries to include the nine 
parcels as noted in the map by the hash marks, direct the 
proponents to circulate a petition and require the simultaneous 
adoption of a proposed zoning regulation and the assumption of any 
existing indebtedness.  The motion carried with Linda Dietzman 
voting no.  

   
E. Public Hearing - Amendments to Camas Municipal Code (CMC), Title 16 

Environment, Chapter 16.53 Wetlands 
 

 Details:  On November 18, 2014, the Planning Commission held a public 
hearing and forwarded a recommendation of approval for amendments to 
Camas Municipal Code Title 16 Environment, Chapter 16.53 Wetlands.  
The amendments are intended to comply with new mandates from the 
Department of Ecology. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Sarah Fox, Senior Planner and Robert Maul, 
Planning Manager  

 
Staff Report  

 
Exhibit A  

 
Exhibit B  

 
Draft Chapter 16.53 Wetlands  

 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing at 7:52 p.m. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:52 p.m. 
 
Council made comments. 

 
It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Shannon Turk to 
approve the amendments and direct the City Attorney to prepare an 
ordinance for adoption.  The motion carried unanimously.  
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F. Public Hearing - Annual 2014 Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
 

 Details:  The proposed 2014 Annual Comprehensive Plan Amendments 
include the following:  the Grass Valley Plan (File No. CPA14-02); the 
Parks, Recreation, and Open Space Comprehensive Plan (File No. 
CPA14-03 "PROS" Plan); and miscellaneous map amendments.  City 
Council must consider the proposed amendments concurrently so that the 
cumulative effect of the various proposals can be ascertained.  Due to 
map inconsistencies at the public hearing on December 1, 2014, revised 
draft maps are included with the staff report. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Phil Bourquin, Community Development Director; 
Robert Maul, Planning Manager; Sarah Fox, Senior Planner  

 
Staff Report for Dec. 15 2014  

 
Exhibit A Draft Comprehensive Plan Map  

 
Exhibit B Draft Camas Zoning Map  

 
CPA14-02 Narrative 01-13-14  

 
CPA14-02 Narrative 10-6-14  

 
CPA14-02 Market Analysis  

 
CPA14-02 Proposed Comp Plan  

 
CPA14-02 Proposed Zoning  

 
CPA14-02 Existing Comp Plan  

 
CPA14-02 Existing Zoning  

 
Mayor Higgins opened the public hearing at 7:52 p.m. 
 
The following members of the public testified: 
Randy Printz, 805 Broadway, Vancouver, asked that the materials 
submitted during the December 1st Council Meeting be part of the record 
for this meeting. 
 
The public hearing was closed at 7:53 p.m. 
 
There were no comments from Council. 

 

http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=21fcb8b4-2db6-41ed-88d5-001c063f9ba8&time=3256
http://camas.granicus.com/wordlinkreceiver.php?clip_id=b7567f8c-6697-4f87-8e71-5461bc768cf5&meta_id=21fcb8b4-2db6-41ed-88d5-001c063f9ba8&time=3256
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_dda54e16be224c3fbbdda8a782ebc8ea.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_dda54e16be224c3fbbdda8a782ebc8ea.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_e1db608c02f123dcdb3388f93d37cdc0.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_e1db608c02f123dcdb3388f93d37cdc0.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_aaa2b583ef72cbfb94cc7efbc2518f24.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_aaa2b583ef72cbfb94cc7efbc2518f24.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_bf08897d9945ce411655f193ce2ab7de.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_bf08897d9945ce411655f193ce2ab7de.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_47d71adfc921f2f3ba6effe457822806.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_47d71adfc921f2f3ba6effe457822806.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_26a63dfac3bbc8617b65dd95cc67a7f9.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_26a63dfac3bbc8617b65dd95cc67a7f9.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_9b56d3f02c0dffe32558e48606de3413.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_9b56d3f02c0dffe32558e48606de3413.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_5b2d232716381725253804ec3d757573.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_5b2d232716381725253804ec3d757573.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_75d658aa02407b76fc97735063305e44.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_75d658aa02407b76fc97735063305e44.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_9aecab4a1a310fc614c6ac0d4a3edabe.pdf
http://camas.granicus.com/DocumentViewer.php?file=camas_9aecab4a1a310fc614c6ac0d4a3edabe.pdf


      
 

 
 

 

It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Shannon Turk to 
revoke the prior approval of December 1st, and to amend the City's 
Comp Plan by 1. Accepting the findings and conclusions of the Staff 
Report dated December 5, 2014, and to include the CPA14-02 Grass 
Valley Plan, the CPA14-03 Parks, Recreation, and Open Space 
Comprehensive Plan and the miscellaneous map amendments as 
detailed in the Staff Report, Section III, C. and 2. To adopt the 
Comprehensive Plan Map (Exhibit A) and Zoning Map (Exhibit B) 
including the consolidated amendments. 
 
The City Attorney will prepare an ordinance for adoption on January 5, 
2015. The motion carried unanimously.  

 
G. Ordinance No. 2720 Amending the Camas Municipal Code, Section 

18.07.030 Table 1 Commercial and Industrial Zones 
 

 Details:  On November 17, 2014, Council held a public hearing to review 
amendments to the Camas Municipal Code (CMC), Section 18.07.030 
Table 1 Commercial and industrial zones.  The amendments will prohibit 
new residential uses in light industrial zones.  At the conclusion of the 
public hearing Council motioned to approve the amendments as drafted 
and directed the City Attorney to prepare an Ordinance for adoption. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Sarah Fox, Senior Planner and Robert Maul, 
Planning Manager  

 
Executed Ordinance No. 2720 - Posted 12-17-14  

 
Ordinance 2720 Amending Section 18.07.030 Table 1  

 
Exhibit A  

 
It was moved by Shannon Turk, seconded by Tim Hazen that 
Ordinance No. 2720 be read by title only. The motion carried 
unanimously.  
 
It was moved by Linda Dietzman, seconded by Shannon Turk that 
Ordinance No. 2720 be adopted and published according to law. The 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
H. Ordinance No. 2721 Amending the Camas Municipal Code by Adding 

Chapter 3.86 Multifamily Tax Exemption 
 

 Details:  An Ordinance amending the Camas Municipal Code (CMC) by 
adding Chapter 3.86, implementing a multi-family property tax exemption 
program provided for under the Revised Code of Washington (RCW 
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84.14) and designating three residential target areas.  City Council held a 
public hearing on December 1, 2014, on this matter. 

 
Department/Presenter:  Phil Bourquin, Community Development Director  

 
Executed Resolution No. 2721 - Posted 12-17-14  

 
Ordinance 2721 Amending CMC 3.86  

 
CMC 3.86  

 
It was moved by Don Chaney, seconded by Steve Hogan that 
Ordinance No. 2721 be read by title only. The motion carried 
unanimously.  

 
It was moved by Don Chaney, seconded by Steve Hogan that 
Ordinance No. 2721 be adopted and published according to law.  The 
motion carried unanimously.  

 
Mayor thanked Council and Staff for their patience and persistence in 
pursuing what is best and technically correct for Camas. 

 
X.  PUBLIC COMMENTS 
 

There were no comments from the public. 
 
XI.  ADJOURNMENT 
 

The meeting adjourned at 8:03 p.m. 
 
NOTE:  The City of Camas welcomes and encourages the participation of all of its 

citizens in the public meeting process.  A special effort will be made to ensure 
that a person with special needs has the opportunity to participate.  For more 
information, please call 360.834.6864. 

 
Quick Preview of Agenda and Supporting Documents 
 

Quick Preview of Agenda and Supporting Documents - Posted 12-15-14 (large 
file-it may take a few minutes to load)  

 
 
 
 
__________________________                                ________________________ 
                    Mayor                                                                       City Clerk  
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CITY COUNCIL WORKSHOP MEETING MINUTES - DRAFT
Monday, December 15, 2014 at 4:30 p.m.

Camas City Hall, 616 NE 4th Avenue

I. CALL TO ORDER

Mayor Scott Higgins called the meeting to order at 4:30 p.m.

II. ROLL CALL

Present: Don Chaney, Linda Dietzman, Tim Hazen, Steve Hogan, Melissa 
Smith and Shannon Turk

Excused: Greg Anderson

Staff: Kristin Berquist, Phil Bourquin, Pete Capell, James Carothers, 
Sarah Fox, Jennifer Gorsuch, Cathy Huber Nickerson, Mitch 
Lackey, Leona Langlois, Robert Maul, and Steve Wall

Press:  No one from the press was present

III. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chris Kralik, 631 NW 18th Loop, Camas, followed up with a report to Council 
about the traffic issues on NW Fargo and made a suggestion for improvements.

Manoj Kripalani, PO Box 451, Camas, wished staff a Merry Christmas, and 
talked about flexibility.

Matt Olson, 4600 Camas Meadows Dr., Camas, spoke about the upcoming 
development proposals and listed three items for Staff to consider before making 
decisions pertaining to each of these items.

IV. PUBLIC WORKS DEPARTMENT

A. WasteWater Treatment Plant (WWTP) Energy Efficiency Upgrades

Details:  Staff has been working with Abacus Resource Management 
Company and the Washington State Department of Enterprise Services 
(DES) to develop and finalize the Energy Services Proposal for the 
Wastewater Treatment Plant’s energy efficiency upgrades to the Blower 



     

Control and the Ultraviolet Disinfection Control operating systems.  The 
scope and total cost of the proposed upgrades are consistent with the 
Energy Efficiency Grant Proposals Presentation made to Council on 
September 15, 2014, and the project was included in the adopted 
2015/2016 Budget.  The total cost of the project is $473,294 with 
guaranteed energy savings of $17,977 per year and a one-time cash 
incentive from Clark Public Utilities for the project of $123,265.  Staff will 
review Abacus' Energy Services Proposal with Council and walk Council
through the DES process for completing the project.

Department/Presenter: Steve Wall, Utilities Manager  

WWTP Energy Services Proposal 

Example IAA and Funding Authorization Forms 

The Amended Interagency Agreement, along with the funding 
authorizations for the design and construction with DES, will be included 
on an upcoming consent agenda.

B. Miscellaneous and Updates

Details:  Updates on miscellaneous or emergent items

Department/Presenter:  Eric Levison, Public Works Director 

Wall reported that Camas received the maximum $500,000 grant for the 
Light Emitting Diode (LED) Proposal so this proposal and a plan to 
execute it will be brought to a future Council meeting.

Wall gave a quick update on the storm event that occurred in Camas the 
week of December 8th.

V. COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT

A. Lofts at Camas Meadows Development Agreement

Details:  Workshop to discuss a proposed Development Agreement for 
The Lofts at Camas Meadows LLC, Vanport Manufacturing, Inc. and the 
City of Camas.  The proposed agreement is an amendment to two prior 
agreements and includes dimensional standards, land uses, access, as 
well as landscaping along Camas Meadows Drive.

Department/Presenter: Phil Bourquin, Community Development Director 

Development Agreement 



     

Exhibits A through F 

A public hearing and accompanying resolution for the Lofts at Camas 
Meadows Development Agreement is scheduled to be placed on the 
January 5, 2015, Regular Agenda.

B. Stoneleaf Final Plat

Details:  Stoneleaf is a 54-lot subdivision approved on October 15, 2014 
(File #SUB12-02).  A staff report and supporting documents will be 
submitted for the regular meeting on January 5, 2015.

Department/Presenter:  Robert Maul, Planning Manager 

Stoneleaf Plat 120114 

C. Miscellaneous and Updates

Details:  Updates on miscellaneous or emergent items

Department/Presenter:  Phil Bourquin, Community Development Director 

Bourquin wished everyone a "Merry Christmas".

VI. CITY ADMINISTRATION

A. Public Works Director Transition Plan

Details:  Eric Levison will be retiring in the spring of 2015.  Staff
recommends an internal appointment instead of a recruitment process.

Department/Presenter: Pete Capell, City Administrator 

Capell noted the options for the transition from the current Public Works 
Director to a new director and informed Council that there would be an 
executive session to discuss the candidates and to discuss personnel 
matters. 

B. Miscellaneous and Scheduling

Details:  Updates on miscellaneous or scheduling items

Department/Presenter: Pete Capell, City Administrator 

Capell attended the Columbia River Economic Development Commission 



     

(CREDC) Luncheon earlier today and noted there was a panel discussion 
about visioning led by Mayor Higgins.  Some attendees referred to Camas 
as the model for visioning and Capell gave the credit for this to a 
consistent vision between the various Mayors and Councils.

Capell recited the schedule for the 2015 Council Planning Conference.

VII. COUNCIL COMMENTS AND REPORTS

Hogan noted that the Christmas Tree Lighting was a success and that Downtown 
Camas Association (DCA) received funding from the Washington State Main 
Street Tax Credit Incentive Program and noted the benefits the companies who 
donate to the program receive.

Hazen said that the Hometown Holidays Event was well organized.

Turk attended the Camas 2035 Vision Meeting and encouraged everyone to 
attend the next Camas 2035 Vision Meeting for the public that will be held at 6 
p.m. on January 8th at the Lacamas Lake Lodge and Conference Center.  Turk 
also commented about the Chamber of Commerce lunch she attended.

Mayor said he enjoyed the atmosphere of Hometown Holidays and made 
comments about what he enjoyed about the CREDC luncheon.

VIII. PUBLIC COMMENTS

Chris Kralik, NW 18th Loop, Camas, spoke about the professional attitude of the 
City of Camas Staff and wished everyone a great holiday season and health in
2015.

IX. EXECUTIVE SESSION

A. Personnel

The meeting recessed at 5:03 p.m. for discussion about personnel for an 
estimated ten minutes.  No further action will be taken.

The meeting reconvened at 5:22 p.m.

X. ADJOURNMENT

The meeting adjourned at 5:22 p.m.

NOTE: The City of Camas welcomes and encourages the participation of all of its 
citizens in the public meeting process.  A special effort will be made to ensure 



     

that a person with special needs has the opportunity to participate.  For more 
information, please call 360.834.6864.

Quick Preview of Workshop Agenda and Supporting Documents - Posted 12/10/14

Workshop Agenda with Supporting Documents 

___________________________                                           ____________________________
                     Mayor                                                                                     City Clerk 















































ORDINANCE NO. 15-001

  AN ORDINANCE amending Chapter 16.53 of the Camas Municipal 
Code.  

The Council of the City of Camas do ordain as follows:

Section I

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.020 is hereby amended to provide as follows:  

16.53.020 Rating system.

A. Designating Wetlands. Wetlands are those areas, designated in accordance with the
approved federal wetland delineation manual and applicable regional supplements, that are 
inundated or saturated by surface or ground water at a frequency and duration sufficient to 
support, and that under normal circumstances do support, a prevalence of vegetation 
adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. All areas within the city of Camas meeting the 
wetland designation criteria in the approved federal wetland delineation manual and 
applicable regional supplements, regardless of any formal identification, are hereby 
designated critical areas and are subject to the provisions of this title. 

B. Wetland Rating System. Wetlands shall be rated according to the Washington State 
Department of Ecology (Ecology) wetland rating system found in Washington State Wetland 
Rating System for Western Washington—2014 Update (Revised, Ecology Publication #14-
06-029, October 2014) or most current edition. The rating system document contains the 
definitions and methods for determining if the criteria below are met: 

1. Wetland Rating Categories.

a. Category I. Category I wetlands are those that meet one or more of the following 
criteria:

i. Wetlands that are identified by scientists of the Washington Natural Heritage 
Program, Department of Natural Resources(DNR) as wetlands with high 
conservation value; 

ii. Bogs;

iii. Mature and old growth forested wetlands larger than one acre;

iv. Wetlands that perform many functions well, as indicated by scoring twenty-
three points or more in the rating system. 

Category I wetlands represent a unique or rare wetland type, are more sensitive to 
disturbance than most wetlands, are relatively undisturbed and contain some ecological 
attributes that are impossible to replace within a human lifetime, or provide a very high level 
of functions. 

b. Category II. Category II wetlands are those with a moderately high level of function, 
as indicated by scoring between twenty and twenty-two points in the Ecology rating system.  

Category II wetlands are difficult, though not impossible, to replace, and provide high levels of 
some functions. These wetlands occur more commonly than Category I wetlands, but they 
still need a relatively high level of protection.
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c. Category III. Category III wetlands are those with a moderate level of functions, as 
indicated by scoring between sixteen and nineteen points in the Ecology rating system. 
Generally, wetlands in this category have been disturbed in some way and are often less 
diverse or more isolated from other natural resources in the landscape than Category II 
wetlands. 

d. Category IV. Category IV wetlands have the lowest levels of functions and are often 
heavily disturbed. They are characterized by a score of fewer than sixteen points in the rating 
system. These are wetlands that should be replaceable, and in some cases may be 
improved. However, experience has shown that replacement cannot be guaranteed in any 
specific case. These wetlands may provide some important functions, and should be 
protected to some degree. 

2. Date of Wetland Rating. Wetland rating categories shall be applied as the wetland 
exists on the date of adoption of the rating system by the local government, as the wetland 
naturally changes thereafter, or as the wetland changes in accordance with permitted 
activities. Wetland rating categories shall not change due to illegal modifications. 

Section II

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.030(D)(1), (D)(2)(f), and (D)(2)(h) are hereby amended to 

provide as follows:  

16.53.030 Critical area report—Additional requirements for wetlands.

D. Wetland Delineation.

1. Methodology. The location of a wetland and its boundary shall be determined through 
the performance of a field investigation utilizing the methodology contained in the approved 
federal wetland delineation manual and applicable regional supplements. If a wetland is 
located off-site and is inaccessible, the best available information shall be used to determine 
the wetland boundary and category. 

2. Information Requirements. Wetland boundaries shall be staked and flagged in the 
field and a delineation report shall be submitted to the department. The report shall include 
the following information: 

f. Discussion of methods and results with special emphasis on technique used from the 
approved federal wetland delineation manual and applicable regional supplements; 

h. All completed field data sheets per the approved federal wetland delineation manual 
and applicable regional supplements, numbered to correspond to each sample site. 

Section III

Table 16.53.040-2 – Buffers Required to Protect Habitat Functions in Category I and II Wetlands, 

set forth in Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.040 – Standards, is hereby amended to provide as 

follows:
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Table 16.53.040-2 Buffers Required to Protect Habitat Functions in Category I and II Wetlands

Habitat Score in the Rating 
Form

Low Intensity Use Moderate Intensity 
Use

High Intensity Use

3-4 points See Table 16.53.040-1 See Table 16.53.040-1 See Table 16.53.040-1
5 70 ft. 105 ft. 140 ft.
6 90 135 180
7 110 165 220
8 130 195 260
9 150 225 300

Section IV

Table 16.53.040-3 – Buffers Required to Protect Habitat Functions in Category III Wetlands, set 

forth in Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.040 – Standards, is hereby amended to provide as follows:

Table 16.53.040-3 Buffers Required to Protect Habitat Functions in Category III Wetlands

Habitat Score in the Rating 
Form

Low Intensity Use Moderate Intensity 
Use

High Intensity Use

3-4 points See Table 16.53.040-
1

See Table 16.53.040-1 See Table 16.53.040-
1

5 60 ft. 90 ft. 120 ft.
6 65 100 135
7 75 110 150
8 130 195 260
9 150 225 300

Section V

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.040(B)(4)(b)(ii) – Standards, is hereby amended to provide 

as follows:

4. Adjusted Buffer Width.

b. Functionally Isolated Buffer Areas. Areas which are functionally separated from a 
wetland and do not protect the wetland from adverse impacts shall be treated as follows: 

ii. Distinct portions of wetlands with reduced habitat functions that are 
components of wetlands with an overall habitat rating score greater than five points 
shall not be subject to the habitat function buffers designated in Tables 16.53.040-2 
and 16.53.040-3 if all of the following criteria are met: 

Section VI

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.050(C)(3) – Wetland Permits (first paragraph), is hereby 
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amended to provide as follows:

3. Stormwater Facilities. Stormwater facilities are only allowed in buffers of wetlands 
with low habitat function (three or four points on the habitat section of the rating system 
form); provided, the facilities shall be built on the outer edge of the buffer and not degrade 
the existing buffer function, and are designed to blend with the natural landscape. Unless 
determined otherwise by the responsible official, the following activities shall be 
considered to degrade a wetland buffer when they are associated with the construction of 
a stormwater facility:

Section VII

Table 16.53.050-2 – Wetland Preservation Ratios for Categories I and II Wetlands (In Area), as 

set forth in Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.050(D)(4)(b)(v), is hereby amended to provide as 

follows:

Table 16.53.050-2 Wetland Preservation Ratios for Categories I and II Wetlands (In Area)

Habitat Function of 
Wetland to be
Replaced

In Addition to Standard Mitigation As the Only Means of Mitigation
Full and 
Functioning Buffer

Reduced and/or 
Degraded Buffer

Full and 
Functioning Buffer

Reduced and/or 
Degraded Buffer

Low   (3 – 4 points) 10:1 14:1 20:1 30:1
Moderate (5 - 7 points) 13:1 17:1 30:1 40:1
High (8 - 9 points) 16:1 20:1 40:1 50:1

Section VIII

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.050(D)(5) is hereby amended to provide as follows:

5. Alternate Wetland Mitigation.

a. Wetland Mitigation Banks.

i. Credits from a wetland mitigation bank may be approved for use as 
compensation for unavoidable impacts to wetlands when:

(A) The bank is certified under state rules;

(B) The Administrator determines that the wetland mitigation bank provides 
appropriate compensation for the authorized impacts; and

(C) The proposed use of credits is consistent with the terms and conditions 
of the certified bank instrument.

ii. Replacement ratios for projects using bank credits shall be consistent with 
replacement ratios specified in the certified bank instrument.

iii. Credits from a certified wetland mitigation bank may be used to compensate 
for impacts located within the service area specified in the certified bank instrument. 
In some cases, the service area of the bank may include portions of more than one 
adjacent drainage basin for specific wetland functions.

b. In-Lieu Fee.   To aid in the implementation of off-site mitigation, the City may develop 
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an in-lieu fee program. This program shall be developed and approved through a public 
process and be consistent with federal rules, state policy on in-lieu fee mitigation, and 
state water quality regulations. An approved in-lieu-fee program sells compensatory 
mitigation credits to permittees whose obligation to provide compensatory mitigation is 
then transferred to the in-lieu program sponsor, a governmental or non-profit natural 
resource management entity. Credits from an approved in-lieu-fee program may be used 
when paragraphs 1-6 below apply:

i.  The approval authority determines that it would provide environmentally 
appropriate compensation for the proposed impacts.

ii.  The mitigation will occur on a site identified using the site selection and 
prioritization process in the approved in-lieu-fee program instrument.

iii.  The proposed use of credits is consistent with the terms and conditions of the 
approved in-lieu-fee program instrument.

iv.  Land acquisition and initial physical and biological improvements of the 
mitigation site must be completed within three years of the credit sale.

v.  Projects using in-lieu-fee credits shall have debits associated with the 
proposed impacts calculated by the applicant’s qualified wetland scientist using 
the method consistent with the credit assessment method specified in the 
approved instrument for the in-lieu-fee program.

vi.  Credits from an approved in-lieu-fee program may be used to compensate for 
impacts located within the service area specified in the approved in-lieu-fee 
instrument.

c. Compensatory mitigation credits may be issued for unavoidable impacts in the following 
cases: 

i. Residential building permits where on-site enhancement and/or preservation 
is not adequate to meet the requirements of subsection (D)(4) of this section; 

ii. Approved reasonable use exceptions where sufficient on-site wetland and 
wetland buffer mitigation is not practical; 

iii. Small impacts affecting less than 0.10 acre of wetland where on-site 
enhancement and/or preservation is not adequate to meet the requirements of 
subsection (D)(4) of this section; or 

iv. As an additional mitigation measure when all other mitigation options have 
been applied to the greatest extent practicable. 

Section IX

Camas Municipal Code Section 16.53.050(D)(6) is hereby amended to provide as follows:

6. Stormwater Facilities. Stormwater facilities are allowed in wetlands with habitat 
scores of three or four on the rating form, in compliance with the following requirements: 

a. Stormwater detention and retention necessary to maintain wetland hydrology is 
authorized; provided, that the responsible official finds that wetland functions will not be 
degraded; and 

b. Stormwater runoff is treated for water quality in accordance with the requirements of 
Section 17.19.040(C)(3) prior to discharge into the wetland. 
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Section X

This Ordinance shall take force and be in effect five (5) days from and after its publication 

according to law.

PASSED BY the Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this _____ day of January, 2015.

SIGNED:____________________________
Mayor

ATTEST:____________________________
Clerk

APPROVED as to form:

_____________________________
             City Attorney



ORDINANCE NO. 15-002

  AN ORDINANCE adopting revisions to the City of Camas 
Comprehensive Plan, to the Comprehensive Land Use Map of the City 
of Camas, and to the Zoning Map of the City of Camas.

WHEREAS, the City of Camas has heretofore adopted a Comprehensive Plan and 

Comprehensive Land Use Map as required by the provisions of RCW 36.70A, Revised Code of 

Washington, the Growth Management Act, and

WHEREAS, under Chapter 36.70A, Revised Code of Washington, the City is required 

annually to consider amendments to the land use element of the Comprehensive Plan and associated 

rezones, and

WHEREAS, the Planning Commission has conducted a public hearing on the requests for 

revisions submitted to the City, and has forwarded its recommendation to the City Council, and

WHEREAS, the City Council has conducted a public hearing on the requests for revisions,

NOW, THEREFORE, THE COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CAMAS DO ORDAIN AS 

FOLLOWS:

Section I

A request from property owners proposed to change the Comprehensive Plan and zoning 

designations for a total of eighteen parcels located west of NW Parker Street, with a combined 176.38 

acres.  The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan and zoning from Light Industrial/Business 

Park to a Comprehensive Plan designation of Industrial with a concurrent zone change to Business 

Park for the following parcels: 986033-962, 125651-000, 125661-000, 986033-959, and 986033-960. 

The request is to amend the Comprehensive Plan and zoning from Light Industrial/Business Park to a 

Comprehensive Plan designation of Commercial with a concurrent zone change to Regional 
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Commercial for the following parcels:   986033-960, 986033-961, 125188-000, 125189-000 

(portion), and 125192-000. The request is to amend the zoning of the following parcels from 

Community Commercial to Regional Commercial: 127367-000, 127372-000, 177480002, 

177451010, 177451005, 177451000, 177437010, 177437015, and 126245-000.  The City Council 

hereby adopts the recommendation of the Planning Commission, and directs the Community 

Development Director to amend the Comprehensive Plan map and Camas Zoning map consistent with 

the following table and this Section.

Parcels Property Owners Acres
Current 

Comprehensive 
Plan

Amend 
Comprehensive 

Plan

Concurrent 
Zoning

986033-962

Sharp 
Laboratories

29.39 LI/BP IND BP
125651-000 20.77 LI/BP IND BP
125661-000 9.59 LI/BP IND BP
986033-959 20 LI/BP IND BP
986033-960 27.32 LI/BP COM RC
986033-961 12.39 LI/BP COM RC

125188-000 Mackay & 
MacDonald

23.87 LI/BP COM RC

125189-000 (portion) MacDonald 
Douglas

1.12 LI/BP COM RC

127367-000 John Mackay 4.25 COM COM RC
127372-000 Mackay Family 2.5 COM COM RC
177480002, 177451010, 
177451005, 177451000, 
177437010, 177437015

APC Sunrise 
Summit 7.61 COM COM RC

126245-000 Fisher 8.02 COM COM RC

125192-000 WA KSF, LLC 
(a.k.a. Fisher)

9.55 LI/BP COM RC

Section II

The City has requested a change to the Comprehensive Plan and zoning designations for five 

properties as described in the following table: 

Parcels Property Owners Acres Current Comprehensive Plan
Amend 

Comprehensive Plan
Concurrent 

Zoning

125652-000 Clark PUD 1.01 Light Industrial/Business Park Industrial Business Park
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76660-000 Mr. Paltullo 0.27
Industrial

Commercial
Downtown 
Commercial

126242-000 Mr. Tran 3.76
Light Industrial/Business Park

Commercial
Regional 

Commercial
Van Vleet 
(future road)

City of Camas 
right of way 1.11

Light Industrial/Business Park
Commercial

Regional 
Commercial

124817-382 Lot 61 of Lakeridge 0.0064 Park Single family Medium R-10,000

The City Council hereby adopts the recommendation of the Planning Commission, and directs the 

Community Development Director to amend the Comprehensive Plan map and Camas Zoning map 

consistent with this Section.  

Section III

The proposal includes adopting an amendment to the Comprehensive Plan for Parks, 

Recreation and Open Space (Adopted December 17, 2007).  The proposed plan document entitled, 

“Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan”, which is attached as Exhibit “A”, shall 

replace the 2007 Plan.  The City Council hereby adopts the recommendation of the Planning 

Commission, and adopts the new Plan as attached.

Section IV

An amended Camas Comprehensive Plan map and Camas Zoning map, consistent with 

Sections I and II, are attached as Exhibits “B” and “C”.

Section V

This ordinance shall take force and be in effect five (5) days from and after its publication 

according to law. 

PASSED BY the Council and APPROVED by the Mayor this _____ day of January, 2015.

SIGNED:_____________________________
Mayor

ATTEST:_____________________________
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Clerk
APPROVED as to form:

_____________________________
             City Attorney
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0SECTION 1. INTRODUCTION 

11.1  Purpose of the Plan 

This Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Comprehensive (PROS) Plan provides an update to 
the Park, Recreation and Open Space 
Comprehensive Plan adopted by Camas in 2007. 1 
Since this time, Camas has evolved in several ways 
and has successfully leveraged its adopted plan to 
expand and improve its system of parks, 
recreation facilities and open spaces. Today, 
residents and park users have reconfirmed that 
this system is highly valued and central to the 
city’s high quality of life.  

This PROS Plan update continues the city’s long 
history of planning and providing a high quality 
park and recreation system. This Plan responds to 
the many changes that have occurred over the 
past several years, reaffirms the system-wide 
vision, goals and objectives and outlines new 
strategies for the future. Specifically, this Plan:  

 Provides an update of the city’s existing parks, open spaces, 

recreational facilities and trails; 

 Describes changes in public perceptions, needs and interests 

related to the park and recreation system; 

 Addresses changes and needs in new growth areas and 

developing areas of the city; 

 Recommends new projects and implementation strategies to 

guide development of the system; and 

 Addresses state-wide requirements and renews the City’s 

eligibility for grant funding. 

                                                
1 As an update, goals, policies and recommendations of the 2014 PROS 
Plan supersede those provided in the 2007 PROS Plan.   
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1.2 Planning Process 

The planning process for preparing the PROS Plan update comprised 
three phases, depicted below. 

 
Figure 1.1: Planning Process  

  

Analysis and 
Review 

Plan 
Development 

Plan  
Adoption 

 
 

Summer 
2013

Fall-Winter 
2013-2014 

Winter-Summer 
2014 

 

 

 Analysis and Review: The initial phase consisted of a review of 
changes since the 2007 PROS Plan, including changes in land 
use, system inventory, park improvements, funding 
opportunities and partnerships. During this phase, the 
planning team conducted public outreach using a range of 
sources, and met with City staff and community stakeholders 
to create a strong foundation to base the Plan.  

 Plan Development: During the second phase, the planning 
team collected input from the community and discussed the 
preferred future system with City staff and the Planning 
Advisory Committee. The planning team also revisited the 
vision, goals and objectives with outcomes of the first phase 
and developed updated recommendations and directions for 
the PROS Plan update.  

 Plan Adoption: The Plan Adoption phase consisted of Draft 
Plan development with a detailed implementation strategy, 
public hearings to review the plan, and adoption by City 
Council. 

1.3 Public Participation 

Involvement from the public was a major contributor towards the 
PROS Plan update. The planning team solicited feedback from 
community members, stakeholders and City leaders in a variety of 
ways to ensure that the updated Plan reflects the priorities and needs 
of the community.  

1 - 2   i n t r o d u c t i o n     
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This Plan relied on the following primary public outreach 
opportunities.  

 Planning Advisory Committee: The Planning Advisory 
Committee (PAC) represented a variety of recreation interests 
and community perspectives. The PAC met at each of the 
three phases in the planning process and provided overall 
direction for the Plan. The PAC also convened for a special 
meeting to focus on the future direction of aquatics in Camas.  

 Community Intercept Events: These 
activities allowed the public to learn about 
the PROS Plan at popular community 
events. There were three events which 
consisted of a series of display boards that 
allowed participants to express their needs 
and provide comments related to the future 
system. Members of the planning team 
were available to respond to questions and 
provide more detailed information about 
the project. The planning team also used 
the initial events to announce the 
questionnaire.  

 Community Recreation Questionnaire: The 
questionnaire was a key tool for broadening participation and 
validating the input received via the community intercept 
events. The design of the questionnaire also allowed for 
comparison of findings with those of the Community 
Recreation Survey from the 2007 PROS Plan. In total, there 
were 230 completed questionnaires provided both online and 
on paper. Appendix A provides a more detailed summary of 
questionnaire results. 

 City Website: The City’s website provided information about 
the Plan and community involvement opportunities to the 
public throughout the planning process.  

 City Staff Strategy Session: The planning team met with City 
department heads from parks, planning and public works to 
identify opportunities, challenges and needs facing the 
system. This meeting also served to refine key 
recommendations in the updated PROS Plan.  
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 City Council Retreat: The planning team presented an 
overview of the planning process and key recommendations 
of the PROS Plan to the City Council and received feedback to 
guide direction of the Plan.  

 Parks and Recreation Commission, Planning Commission and 
City Council: The planning team presented the PROS Plan for 
review and discussion to City leaders and officials at public 
meetings and hearings, as well as final adoption by the City 
Council. 

1.4 Updating the Plan 

The planning process will not end with the adoption of this PROS 
Plan update. Many factors will make it necessary to re-evaluate the 
Plan and the decisions that led to its creation. In addition, physical 
changes in the community, such as population growth, acquisition of 
property, and changes to private facilities all will directly affect the 
plan and its recommendations. The City should follow a multi-tiered 
approach to track progress on the Plan and make adjustments. 

 Development Review: The City should review development 
proposals for conformance with the PROS Plan update. This is 
especially critical in future growth areas north of Lacamas 
Lake, as well as near the location of proposed park sites, to 
ensure consistency with Plan goals.  

 Biennial Review: The Park and Recreation Commission should 
review the PROS Plan update every two years to reflect 
changes in existing conditions, new facilities, or significant 
population changes in the community. This is also a good 
time to evaluate how well the community is meeting goals set 
out in this document. Are acquisition and development 
keeping up with population growth and land development? 
Are facilities being maintained at the proper level? The results 
of the review can be used to fine tune the Plan. The review 
process should occur every two years, with a report and work 
plan for the coming biennium as products.  

 Six Year Plan Update: Every six years the City should 
undertake a more extensive update of the PROS Plan to make 
adjustments based on changes in the community as well as to 
maintain eligibility for state and federal recreation grants.  
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The City should also ensure that periodic updates to the 
Comprehensive Plan are developed to support the goals, objectives 
and recommendations of the PROS Plan.  

1.5  Organization of the Plan 

Following this section, the Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Comprehensive Plan update includes the following sections and 
appendix. 

 Section 2: Goals and Objectives presents the goals and 
objectives that provide the framework for the Plan. 

 Section 3: Parks and Facilities describes the system of park 
land and recreation facilities present in Camas; provides 
recommendations for new parks and improvements to 
existing sites and facilities. 

 Section 4: Trails describes the existing trail system and 
provides recommendations for expanding and improving it to 
meet community needs. 

 Section 5: Natural Open Space reviews the existing inventory 
of open space, describes the classifications of open space, and 
depicts the proposed open space network. 

 Section 6: Maintenance and Operations provides 
recommendations for upkeep of the valuable community 
investments in parks and facilities. 

 Section 7: Implementation Plan describes capital 
improvement priorities and a review of funding options. This 
section also provides a detailed six-year capital improvement 
plan. 

 Appendices:  

Appendix A: Community Recreation Questionnaire Results 
Summary presents the results of the questionnaire 
conducted as part of the planning process. 

Appendix B: Design & Development Guidelines provides 
considerations for the design and development of parks, 
open spaces and trails.  
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0SECT ION 2. GOALS AND OBJECT IVES 

2.1  Overview 

Through the planning process, the community 

revealed a commitment to continue the vision for 

park and recreation services first identified during 

the 2007 PROS Plan:  

Through provision of recreation and park services, 
we enhance the quality of life and nurture the 
health and well being of our people, our 
community, our environment and our economy. 

Goals and objectives are the means of achieving 

this vision, and statements describing how the City 

will achieve the vision. The goals and objectives set 

the direction for providing services and can be a 

means of measuring the performance of a leisure 

services program.  

The Primary Goal is the overarching goal for all Camas leisure 

services, and reflects the vision and mission of the City as it relates to 

parks, recreation, trails, and open space. Additional goals supplement 

this Primary Goal, providing more specific direction related to 

physical park planning, management and operations, recreation 

programs, and public involvement. 

These goals and objectives stem from previous planning efforts, 

including the 2000 and 2007 PROS plans. The planning team 

revisited and refined directions from these past plans with members 

of the community, the Planning Advisory Committee and City staff. 

The recommendations contained in subsequent chapters of this 

document are implementing actions to achieve the goals and 

objectives set forth below. All goals, objectives, recommendations, 

and actions flow from the Camas vision for leisure services. 
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PROS GOAL 1: Preserve and enhance the quality of life in 
Camas through provision of parks, recreation programs, 
recreational facilities, trails, and open spaces. 

2.2 Primary Goal 

 
Objectives: 

1A: Ensure that new development in future growth areas is 

compatible with this plan. 

1B: Preserve the sensitive natural areas and bodies of water 

within Camas and the surrounding areas to maintain the 

community’s character. 

1C: Identify and protect significant cultural resources as part 

of new park, recreational facilities, trails, and open spaces, 

to enhance community identity and quality of life and 

enrich the recreational experience of users. 

1D: Provide a comprehensive network of trails that is 

environmentally responsive and compatible with 

adjoining property. 

1E: Encourage preservation of natural vegetation and 

provision of public access and recreational opportunities 

within private developments. 

1F: Actively seek funds for the acquisition and development of 

park land, recreation facilities, and trails to meet 

recreation needs. 

1G: Cooperate with other government agencies in the 

provision of park and recreation services in the Camas 

vicinity. 

1H: Encourage continuing citizen involvement in park, trail, 

and open space planning. 
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PROS GOAL 2: Provide active and passive recreation 
opportunities to serve the community’s needs.  

2.3  Physical Planning  

 

Ob ve

2A:  

uld have a neighborhood park or 

2B: ty. 

ally distributed parks, trails, and 

 

2D: lop, 

in parks and sports fields adjacent to school 

2F: d park system with special 

2H: ies, 

 the shorelines of the 

Columbia and Washougal Rivers, Lacamas Creek, and 

Lacamas, and Fallen Leaf Lakes. 

 

jecti s: 

Locate neighborhood parks convenient to all residents of

Camas. Residents sho

connection to the trail system available within about ½ 

mile of their homes. 

Provide equitable park opportunities throughout the Ci

This means upgrading existing parks to new standards; 

providing geographic

facilities; and providing opportunities for different age 

groups and abilities. 

2C: Provide parks and facilities that are responsive to diverse

age groups, recreation interests, and abilities.  

Coordinate with the School District to acquire, deve

and mainta

facilities to maximize community benefit of public 

facilities.  

2E: Develop a safe, scenic and enjoyable trail and bikeway 

system for City of Camas residents and visitors.  

Supplement the neighborhoo

use facilities, open space, and indoor facilities to serve a 

range of recreational needs. 

2G: Plan parks to aid in the preservation of natural, cultural, 

historical or unique physical features. 

Encourage, support, and, where possible, initiate activit

to preserve, conserve or improve
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PROS GOAL 3: Develop a city-wide continuous network of 
natural open space to protect environmentally sensitive land 
and scenic views, create a sense of openness, and provide trail 
corridors. 

  

Objectives: 

3A: Preserve and protect the Open Space Network depicted in 

this plan. 

3B: Enhance native vegetation in the Open Space Network 

while removing invasive species and preventing them 

from spreading. 

3C: Work cooperatively with property owners and developers 

to preserve natural open space, especially those that 

provide visual or physical linkages to the proposed Open 

Space Network identified in this plan.  

3D: Preserve the visual integrity of the wooded hillsides that 

provide the backdrop for the city. This should include 

encouraging the preservation of natural vegetation, 

minimizing disruption of soils and slopes, maintaining 

drainage patterns, and encouraging wildlife habitat.  

3E: Encourage preservation of natural drainage corridors to 

reduce flood risks and allow for natural absorption of 

water into the soil.  

PROS GOAL 4: Provide a convenient, safe, and pleasant 
pedestrian and bicyclist trail network that links parks, schools, 
and community destinations throughout the City. 

 

Objectives: 

4A: Develop a trail network that provides recreation 

opportunities as well as transportation. Recreation trails 

should be off-street as much as possible, but still allow for 

commuter bicyclist or pedestrian use. 
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4B: Improve pedestrian and bicyclist route options to connect 

Lacamas and Fallen Leaf lakes with Downtown.  

4C: Reduce conflicts among users through the planning, 

design, and development of recreation trails. Trail design 

and location should enhance enjoyment of natural open 

space and provide safety for users. 

4D: Meet accessibility guidelines for trail development. 

Incorporate information about trail difficulty into the trail 

system’s signage. 

4E: Provide connections across and around water bodies and 

wetlands where needed to create linked systems. 

4F: Maximize public benefit of public infrastructure and 

publicly owned lands by co-locating trails in these areas 

or with these facilities.  

4G: Take advantage of available traffic safety, transportation, 

and trail development funding to develop the bike and 

trail network.  

4H: Incorporate interpretation and signage into the trail 

system. 

PROS GOAL 5: Provide high quality community recreation 
facilities that are responsive to recreation needs and trends. 

 

Objectives: 

5A: Explore partnerships that will further development of a 

full-service indoor recreation facility that serves Camas 

residents.  

5B: Design new sports fields to meet the higher level of 

demand and use placed on them, during the master 

planning of individual parks and facilities.  

5C: Maintain and regularly update policies on the number of 

practices and games each sport team should be permitted 
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PROS GOAL 6: Provide a quality park, recreation, natural o
space, and trail system that is efficient to administer and cost-
effective to maintain. 

pen 

per week to balance demand for fields with the 

community’s ability to provide them.  

5D: Update the policies and methodology for assessing 

recreation facility needs periodically to reflect trends in 

participation.  

5E: Continue to provide aquatics opportunities to serve the 

community as recommended in this Plan.  

5F: Distribute recreation facilities throughout the community 

to improve access to recreational opportunities, especially 

in underserved areas.  

5G.  Work in partnership with user groups and project 

proponents to identify and test new recreational facilities.  

5H. Design parks and facilities to improve operational 

efficiency and energy conservation.  

2.4  Management and Operations  

 

Objectives: 

6A: Strive to provide staff training, acquire labor saving 

equipment, and develop effective, state of the art facility 

designs. 

6B: Explore alternative staffing, such as community service 

workers, youth employment programs such as 

Americorps, and others for additional staffing. 

6C: Designate a City volunteer coordinator position to 

promote and manage volunteerism in the parks, 

recreation and open space system.   

6D: Invest in preventive maintenance and upgrades to parks 

and facilities to maximize long-term benefits. 
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PROS GOAL 7: Encourage and actively pursue cooperation 
between governmental agencies, nonprofit organizations, and 
private business in providing park and recreation services. 

PROS GOAL 8: Provide a diverse range of recreation programs 
and services to serve multiple ages, populations, and interests. 

 

Objectives: 

7A: Encourage a range of recreational opportunities within 

the community by facilitating cooperation and 

communication among service providers. 

7B: Continue cooperative planning and use of recreation 

facilities with public and private groups in the 

community. 

7C: Encourage and pursue mutual cooperation and a “good 

neighbor” policy with residents and businesses located 

adjacent to park facilities, trails, and natural open space 

areas. 

2.5  Programs and Services 

 

Objectives: 

8A: Continue to develop community-oriented programs that 

are responsive to expressed demands and that foster 

participant support of all ages and abilities. 

8B: Continue to support participants with special needs. 

8C: Continue to promote park and recreation programs, 

services, and facilities through an effective community 

information system. 

8D: Operate recreation programming in a financially self-

sustaining way to the extent possible. Fees and charges 

policies should be evaluated every other year to progress 

on meeting this objective. 
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8E: Offer programming that encourages use of the City’s trail 

system and open space network. These programs or events 

can include fitness classes as well as interpretive programs 

to increase awareness of the City’s assets. 

2.6  Public Involvement  

PROS GOAL 9: Encourage public input and involvement in as 
many aspects of park and recreation planning and operations 
as is feasible to give residents a sense of ownership. 

 

Objectives: 

9A: Cultivate avenues for input from those people or groups 

that are particularly interested in park and recreation 

issues, and encourage their continued interest and 

participation in the planning process.  

9B: Maintain contact with citizens through a variety of means, 

such as press releases, public forums, mailings, a web site, 

and print advertisements.  

9C: Use the Parks and Recreation Commission to maintain 

visibility and contact with citizens on park and recreation 

issues. These bodies should be used to integrate citizen 

input in the decision-making process and administrative 

structure.  

9D: The City, assisted by the media when appropriate, should 

undertake the development of a public information 

program to promote parks, natural open space, trails, and 

recreation programs.  

9E: Develop a volunteer program to recruit, organize and 

retain volunteers to serve the City on a variety of projects 

and programs related to the park system. The program 

should connect volunteers with opportunities that 

contribute to the system, while off-setting City resources 

and building ownership of the system.  
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0SECT ION 3. PARKS AND FAC IL I T I ES 

This section describes recommendations for parks and facilities in 

Camas, presenting the preferred future park system concept. These 

recommendations provide more specific direction for the goals and 

objectives described in Section 2. Sections 4 and 5 detail 

recommendations for trails and natural open space areas.  

3.1 Planning Concept 

This Plan builds on the park system concept from 

previous iterations of the Camas Parks, Recreation 

and Open Space Plan: a system composed of 

various park types, each offering certain types of 

recreation opportunities. Separately, each park 

type may serve one basic function, but collectively 

the system serves the entire range of community 

recreation needs. This concept will provide an 

efficient and usable park and open space system 

that meets the needs of all residents. 

The focus of the 2014 PROS Plan is to maximize 

the use of existing sites and facilities, while 

targeting locations where new parks are needed to 

serve planned growth areas. The Park’s Recreation, 
Open Space & Trails Element of the City’s current 

Comprehensive Plan (2004) relies on a different 

approach to expressing need, focusing on the number of needed 

acres per park type. Among other reasons, the expressed acreage 

need primarily supports park impact fees that the City can leverage 

to help fund new parks. Following adoption of the 2014 PROS Plan, 

the update to the Comprehensive Plan element should consider the 

park acreage needs, and revise these based on the proposed parks 

and recreation facilities identified in this chapter.  

The Camas park system includes neighborhood parks located to serve 

individual neighborhoods in Camas, natural open space areas that 

preserve resources throughout the community, and special use areas 

to provide for specific recreation needs. Supplementing these sites are 

public and private sites and facilities, such as school sites, regional 

parks and privately owned parks, open space and recreation 

facilities. A comprehensive trail system links all of these sites to the 

regional trail network. At the center of Camas is Lacamas Lake, a 
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major community resource and defining feature of the City. The 

planning concept strengthens the role of the lake through new trail 

connections, protected open space areas and new parks along its 

shoreline. 

The Draft Park System Concept Map depicts the proposed park 

system. Each existing and proposed park has a unique label that 

coincides with descriptions in this section based on the 2007 PROS 

Plan, to ensure continuity with external references.  

Primary elements of the concept depicted on the map include: 

 Proposed Parks: The general locations of proposed 

neighborhood and special use parks. The map depicts 

proposed park sites with an asterisk, illustrating the general 

and preferred location of a park site; not intended to indicate 

specific parcels of land. 

 Proposed Trails: The preferred alignment of future trails and 

their connections to existing alignments. 

 Existing Parks and Trails: The locations of all existing parks, 

natural open space areas and trails.  
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3.2 Neighborhood Park Recommendations 

Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-1) 

A new neighborhood park is needed in the northwestern corner of 

the city to provide park service to residential areas unserved by 

existing parks. Once identified, the site should be acquired, master 

planned, and then developed to serve the growing residential 

population in the area. 

Lacamas Heights Park (NP-2) 

Lacamas Heights Park is located at the corner of the Lacamas Heights 

Elementary School/Camas High School campus. There are no 

proposed recommendations for this site. However, because of its 

small size and physical constraints this site may hold potential for 

transferring to the school district in exchange for more suitable 

parkland in other areas of the city.  

Goot Park (NP-3) 

The City should consider expanding the site into adjacent 

opportunity areas. These undeveloped lands are publicly owned and 

include overhead utility lines, but may be suitable for future public 

recreational facilities such as sports fields or an off-leash dog area. As 

with all expansion projects, the City should first develop a master 

plan for this area to help guide cohesive site programming, design 

and public access.     

Oak Park (NP-4) 

No major needs exist for this site and there are no proposed 

recommendations other than ongoing maintenance and upkeep. 

Louis Bloch Park (NP-5)  

Louis Bloch Park should be upgraded to better meet the 

neighborhood park design guidelines. The playground equipment, 

and restroom within the fence line should be upgraded and a covered 

picnic shelter should be considered for the site. Field improvements 

should be considered to allow for soccer and baseball/softball use. 

The City should also examine options for dealing with the lack of 

parking surrounding the park, especially on game days during 

baseball season. A parking management plan may be needed to 

reduce parking impacts on surrounding neighbors.  
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Crown Park (NP-6) 

Crown Park is a community gathering place for Camas and should be 

upgraded to support its role as a destination park for the community. 

Major recommendations for Crown Park include: 

 

1. Continue to operate the pool pending 

the development of replacement 

facility. The existing outdoor pool is 

aging, and is reaching the end of its 

useful life. During the planning 

process, the planning team discussed 

existing conditions and the future of 

the pool with City staff, the Planning 

Advisory Committee and the public. 

The result of these discussions 

indicated a desire to continue to 

operate the pool, avoiding major 

capital improvement costs, until the 

City opens a replacement pool at 

another location. The following section 

provides additional discussion of the 

pool.    

 

2. Develop a parking management plan for special events. 

Crown Park has on-street parking on all sides of the park, 

which is adequate most of the time. However, during 

special events, parking issues arise. The City should 

develop an innovative parking management plan for 

special events. This plan should include identifying 

alternative parking locations, such as sharing the parking 

lots of nearby churches or businesses; incorporating 

shuttle buses if needed; and providing traffic management 

to direct people to alternative parking locations before 

they get to the park. 

 

3. Complete a master plan. The master plan should be 

generated through a community design process, and 

should incorporate special features that support Crown 

Park as a community gathering place. Walkable features, 

performance space such as a stage or amphitheater, 

interactive water play features, picnic areas, and a 

destination playground are all elements that should be 

considered for this park. The plan should identify the 
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preferred programming that will replace the pool area 

once pool operations have relocated elsewhere. The 

master plan should identify phases and prioritize 

improvements. Ageing Douglas Fir trees on the site should 

also be considered for replacement in this plan. 

 

4. Phase in Crown Park improvements based on the master 

plan. As funding is available, implement Crown Park 

improvements as recommended in the master plan. 

Benton Park (NP-7) 

Benton Park is a small wooded park with a community trail that 

connects the Ostensen Canyon to Downtown and Lacamas Park. This 

site will need a health assessment of old Douglas fir trees. Otherwise, 

no major needs exist for this site other than ongoing maintenance 

and upkeep.  

Forest Home Park (NP-8) 

As an older Camas park, Forest Home Park should be upgraded to 

meet established design guidelines for neighborhood parks. This park 

needs an upgraded restroom facility, along with a sheltered picnic 

area and upgraded playground equipment. As with Louis Bloch Park, 

there are parking issues at this site on game days. A parking 

management strategy should be developed to reduce impacts on 

surrounding neighborhoods. 

Klickitat Park (NP-9) 

No major needs exist for this site and there are no proposed 

recommendations other than ongoing maintenance and upkeep. 

Ash Creek Park (NP-10)  

Ash Creek Park should be developed as a neighborhood park as the 

surrounding neighborhood develops. The park should be master 

planned and built according to the neighborhood design guidelines. 

Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-11) 

A new neighborhood park is needed to serve the central-western 

portion of Camas where multiple growth areas will occur. The 

specific location of this site should be central to the ongoing planning 

and development discussions occurring among the City, development 

community and the public. After identifying the site, the City should 

acquire the property and develop a master plan, then develop the site 

as the population increases in the area. 



parks, recreation and open space comprehensive plan update  
 
 

Grass Valley Park (NP-12) 

Grass Valley is one of Camas’ premiere parks. It is one of the city’s 

best designed and most heavily used parks. This park provides a 

broader range of facilities and amenities than more typical 

neighborhood parks. Based on recommendations from the 2007 

PROS Plan, the City has completed several improvement projects to 

this site including a perimeter walking path and additional public 

parking. The City should continue to provide ongoing maintenance 

of this popular park based on recommendations outlined in Section 

6.  

Dorothy Fox Park (NP-13)  

Dorothy Fox Park is a neighborhood park that adjoins a school. This 

park should be improved to provide additional facilities, including 

permanent restroom facilities as well as a picnic area with shelter. 

The hedge at this site requires a significant amount of maintenance, 

and should be eliminated. The fence may need to be visually 

improved. The City should also consider sports field upgrades at this 

site. 

Ostensen Canyon (NP-14)  

The City should develop this park in phases as recommended by the 

site master plan. Improvements include a playground, restroom, 

picnic shelter, two basketball courts, two soccer fields, a tennis court, 

and a bridge across the canyon. Perimeter walking trails should also 

be included.  

East Hillside Park (NP-15) 

Because of its proximity, this site has potential for improved 

connectivity to Fallen Leaf Lake Park. The City should continue 

development of this park based on the master plan. 

Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-16) 

The City should identify a new neighborhood park to serve future 

growth within this area of Camas. This location presents an 

opportunity for a larger neighborhood park that includes a wider 

range of facilities. In particular, the City should make use of the 

unique topography of Green Mountain for views of Lacamas Lake 

and most of northern Camas. The City should develop this site to 

support trail activities and take maximum advantage of the views.  
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Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-17) 

The City should identify an appropriate neighborhood park site to 

serve this growth area, just east of Camp Currie, to provide nearby 

neighborhood park service. Once it is identified, the City should 

acquire the site as the opportunity arises, develop a master plan, and 

then develop the property. 

Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-18) 

The City should identify an appropriate neighborhood park site in 

this future growth area, just north and west of Camas High School, to 

provide neighborhood park service coverage in that area. The City 

should acquire the preferred park site, develop a master plan, and 

develop the property to coincide with population increases in the 

area. 

Proposed Neighborhood Park (NP-19) 

An appropriate neighborhood park site should be identified in this 

future growth area, northeast of the existing city limit, east of Camas 

High School and north of Lacamas Park, to provide neighborhood 

park service coverage in that area. The City should acquire the 

preferred park site, develop a master plan, and develop the property 

to coincide with population increases in the area. 

 

3.3 Recommendations for Special Use Areas 

 

Heritage Park (SU-1) 

Heritage Park has a range of popular recreation facilities including a 

boat ramp, two docks and a playground. The site also serves as a 

trailhead, offering a restroom and public parking. There are no 

major needs identified for this site and the City should continue 

providing routine maintenance as recommended in Section 6.   

 

Lacamas Lake Lodge (SU-2) 

Formerly the Moose Lodge, Lacamas Lake Lodge offers indoor 

programming and rental space, and its location near Heritage Park 

and Lacamas Lake makes it an ideal location for holding special 

events. The City should continue to prioritize the use of this facility 

for community events and rentals.  
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Fallen Leaf Softball Field (SU-3) 

Fallen Leaf Softball Field features a softball stadium, restroom and 

parking and is currently fully developed for this specialized use. The 

City should continue to provide routine maintenance for this site as 

recommended in Section 6. 

Fallen Leaf Lake Park (SU-4)  

Fallen Leaf Lake Park has considerable natural and aesthetic values 

and access around the lake should be maintained. The City should 

add an internal trail system, paved parking, as well as water access 

towards the north end of the site. The City should also identify the 

location of an improved public entrance to the park. Additional 

facilities that should be added to this site include a large picnic area 

to accommodate groups of 100+, trailhead signage and supporting 

facilities.  

Proposed Ione Street Sports Park (SU-5) 

In partnership with the Camas School District and local sports 

organizations, the City should pursue improvements to existing 

sports fields south of Doc Harris Stadium to create a lighted sports 

field complex for baseball, softball, soccer and football. 

Improvements using City parks funding should allow for public use 

in addition to the school uses of the fields. The City should include 

neighborhood serving amenities such as walking trails, a playground, 

and site furnishings to be available to the public during school hours.  

Camas-Washougal Skatepark (SU-6) 

The joint Camas-Washougal skatepark is a heavily 

used facility that is uniquely positioned between the 

two cities. This facility and the successful 

partnership should continue. Both partners should 

be aware of the need for enhanced visibility, 

supporting amenities and updated skatepark features 

to keep this park appealing to local youth. Upgrades 

should include a permanent restroom facility. 

Washougal Greenway Boat Launch (SU-7) 

An informal small boat launch exists behind the 

Camas-Washougal Skatepark on the Greenway. The 

City should improve access to this facility and add a 

restroom (serving the boat launch and skatepark) to better serve 

fishing and small boating users. Improvements to this site will 

coordinate with the City of Washougal’s plans for a water trail on the 

Washougal River.  
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Proposed Community Recreation Center Site (SU-8) 

Camas is currently examining the opportunity to build and operate a 

full service community recreation center. The preferred site to locate 

a new facility (SU-8) is located near Heritage Park and the Lacamas 

Lake Lodge. The Camas Community Center Development Committee 

has conducted a detailed study for the future facility, addressing 

potential programming, costs and impacts to the City.1 Because of the 

location along Lake Road, the design for this site should consider 

traffic impacts, circulation needs and overall compatibility with 

nearby recreation areas and adjoining uses.  

Camas Community Center (SU-9) 

The existing Camas Community Center is a small former elementary 

school converted to recreation use. Built in 1915, the Center was not 

designed for recreation programming, and does not have a full-size 

gym. However, its classrooms and multi-purpose room do provide 

space for some types of recreation programming. A full-service 

multi-purpose recreation center is a major community priority for 

Camas residents, a function that is not served by the existing 

community center. In the future, as the proposed community 

recreation center moves forward, the City should reexamine the use 

of the existing community center to avoid duplication of services. All 

options should be considered for the community center site, 

including surplusing the property.  

Proposed Downtown Gathering Place (SU-10) 

The community continues to express a need for a 

community gathering space in Downtown Camas. 

Camas has an active, pedestrian-oriented main 

street with a mix of retail, office, and civic uses. 

The library and City Hall anchor the east end of 

Main Street. Camas should identify and develop a 

downtown gathering place or plaza to support 

ongoing downtown revitalization efforts. One 

potential location is the street segment between 

City Hall and the library, which could be 

designated and improved as a festival street that 

could be closed to traffic and used as a plaza, as is 

done currently with the farmers’ market. This 

downtown gathering function could be 

supplemented by an interactive fountain or water 

playground at an adjacent integrated site.  
                                                
1 The Camas Community Recreation Center: Keeping the Vision Alive, an Updated 
Financial Analysis, Camas Community Center Development Committee (2012).  
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Proposed Columbia Viewpoint (SU-11) 

During development of the plan, feedback from the community 

indicated a need to improve access to and views of the Columbia 

River. There are currently little to no opportunities to view the 

Columbia River in Camas because of the presence of SR-14, which 

serves as a barrier. Site SU-11 offers an opportunity for a viewpoint 

of the Columbia from the City’s trail system. This site is likely to be 

accessible only by foot or bicycle, but is desirable as a viewpoint with 

a character of solitude. Parking should be provided near access trails 

to this site. 

Prune Hill Sports Park (SU-12) 

The Prune Hill Sports Park is located adjacent to Prune Hill 

Elementary School, and includes a sports field complex and 

restrooms. Additional facilities, including a gymnasium, parking, and 

a playground, are located on the school grounds. Parking and field 

use is shared between the school and the park with 22 parking 

spaces reserved for park use and the school having use of the fields 

for physical education classes. The City should also consider field 

upgrades, limiting these upgrades if field lighting is not possible due 

to impacts to the neighborhood.  

Proposed Camas Sports Field Complex (SU-13) 

Planned growth areas north of the lake will require nearby sports 

facilities. To meet the need for additional ball fields, Camas should 

acquire a large parcel of land within this future growth area north of 

the lake for use as a sports field complex. This facility would 

concentrate on competitive level play and offset some of the demand 

for sports field use in other areas of the city. Ideally, this facility 

would be created in partnership with the Camas School District and 

located in such a way that maximum use, including field lighting and 

artificial turf, is possible.  

 
3.5 Recreation Facility Recommendations 
This section discusses recommendations for recreation facilities. This 

includes many of the elements that are included in neighborhood 

parks as well as the more specialized facilities that may need a special 

use site. 
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Sports Facilities 

Organized sports have been and continue to be a popular activity in 

Camas. During the planning process, the community identified a 

need for more sports fields, while City staff and PAC members 

discussed the need for improved scheduling of these facilities to 

manage their use. The following provides three recommendations to 

improve sports facilities, in addition to maintenance 

recommendations provided in Section 6. 

 

1. Provide informal fields at new neighborhood parks. Camas 

should provide at least one rectangular informal or practice 

field at each new neighborhood park site, and if possible, 

should provide more than one field. These fields should be 

scheduled for team practices and games at lower levels of 

competition, but should also have unscheduled time for 

casual play.  

 

2. Concentrate competitive play. Camas 

should develop a sports complex, a park 

with multiple fields (four to five softball or 

baseball and/or three or more soccer) with 

support facilities suitable for league play 

and tournaments. As described previously, 

SU-5 and SU-13 present good 

opportunities to work with the school 

district to provide shared facilities. Either 

location would provide a good starting 

point, but ultimately the City may require 

build out of both sites to meet the demand 

for competitive play as the community 

grows. Alternatively, the City could locate a 

sports complex in other underdeveloped 

sites in Camas. The location should 

conform to the design and development 

guidelines for special use areas (Appendix 

B), in a setting that would minimize 

impacts to nearby residential uses.     

 

3. Evaluate upgrades to existing fields to increase hours of use. 

The fields in Camas are generally in very good condition. 

However, most fields were not built for the heavy use they 

receive. Field quality impacts the amount of time available for 

public use.  
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To expand the capacity of existing fields, Camas should 

consider upgrades to existing facilities to increase hours of 

community use, improve quality, and reduce maintenance 

demand. Turf renovation, conversion to sand-based fields 

(instead of earth-based fields), subsurface drainage 

improvements, and conversion to artificial turf are all options 

to consider. There are costs and benefits of each of these 

solutions, and the City should evaluate each situation to 

determine the best solution. Lighting should be a priority for 

enhanced fields to allow for extended playing time. The City 

should consider use of artificial turf only in lighted facilities.  

 

Aquatics Facilities 

Currently, the Crown Park pool is the only public swimming pool in 

Camas and the only public outdoor pool in Clark County. There are 

also indoor pools provided by others, including Lacamas Swim and 

Sport in Camas and the Firstenburg Center in Vancouver, WA.  

 

Feedback from the public reinforced the importance of aquatic 

facilities and water play in Camas, as previously identified in the 

2000 and 2007 PROS planning efforts. As the 2006 survey and 2013 

questionnaire results indicated, public demand for a swimming pool 

remains high, as it was in 1999. The City conducted a feasibility 

study for an indoor aquatic center for the Camas-Washougal area in 

2001, and an independent committee conducted a more recent study 

in 2012. The biggest constraints on aquatics facilities in Camas (as in 

other communities) are the cost of pool development and the ongoing 

operations cost. 
 

Crown Park Pool 

As part of the 2014 PROS update process, the planning team met 

with members of the Planning Advisory Committee to discuss the 

aquatic facility options presented in the 2007 PROS Plan. Built in 

1954, the pool at Crown Park is suffering from an aging structure 

and equipment that has outlasted its design life. As outlined in the 

previous PROS Plan, the pool will continue to fail until it eventually 

becomes inoperable. Along with results from the public intercepts 

and community questionnaire, as well as discussions with City staff, 

the results of this meeting indicated a preferred direction for the 

aging Crown Park Pool.  

 

3 - 1 4  p a r k s  a n d  f a c i l i t i e s   



parks, recreation and open space comprehensive plan update  
 

1. Continue to provide routine maintenance. The City should 

continue with routine maintenance of the pool until a new 

facility is available to the public.   

 

2. Build a new pool as part of an indoor recreation center. The 

City should find a suitable location for a public pool at 

another location, such as the Community Recreation Center 

or another site that is centrally located to the majority of 

Camas residents. 

 

3. Replace the pool with a new recreational facility. Replacement 

of the pool should be based on a future master plan for 

Crown Park. A water playground or sprayground is a popular 

type of facility that may function well as a replacement of the 

Crown Park pool. Spraygrounds are play areas where water is 

sprayed from structures or ground sprays and then drained 

away before it can accumulate. These playgrounds with water 

features are sometimes referred to as aquatic playgrounds, 

splash pads, or water play areas. 
 

Indoor Aquatic Center at a Community Recreation Center 

If Camas pursues a public indoor swimming pool, it should be part of 

a full-service community recreation center and not a stand-alone 

indoor pool. The aquatic element should be considered as part of the 

operating pro forma for the community recreation center. An 

outdoor pool element could be considered for the community 

recreation center. To serve the most users, Camas should consider 

incorporating both a leisure pool and a competition pool at the 

community recreation center.  

 Leisure pool. A leisure pool is generally free-form in shape 

and often varies from 0 to 4 or 6 feet in depth. These pools 

usually contain a shallow area for small children, along with 

free play area and special effects facilities, such as water 

slides, bubble pool, current channel, swirl pool, or water 

playground. The leisure pool is a place for fun and water play 

rather than competitive swimming.  

 Competition swimming pools. These pools are usually 

rectangular in shape and are generally in lengths for 

competitive swimming (25 m or 25 yd). These pools generally 

range in depth from 3.5 to 8 or 12 feet, and sometimes have a 

diving board. These two types of pools attract different 

interest groups and age profiles.  
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As a result, they have different operating requirements, user 

capacities, and revenue generation potential. Camas should 

avoid a 50-meter pool, because these generally have the highest 

operating cost and limited additional value to the majority of 

the community. 

 

Indoor Recreation Facilities 

Camas needs indoor recreation space that supports a broader range 
of activities than the aging Community Center. The community’s 
need for indoor space dates back to before the 2000 Plan, and was 
reconfirmed in 2006/2007 and again during this 2014 PROS Plan 
update. Many communities in the Northwest are adding multi-use 
recreation centers because of the recreation opportunities they 
provide, particularly during rainy winter months. If designed 
correctly, a recreation center can offer a wide variety of activities 
while meeting financial goals for operation. The public also 
expressed interest in creating an indoor play area that could be 
located in a new recreation center or other indoor public facility 
such as the existing Community Center building.  

 

Community Recreation Center 

In Camas, the preferred model for an indoor center is a multi-

purpose community recreation center that provides rooms for 

receptions, meetings, and large group gatherings, as well as 

gymnasiums, fitness rooms, and classrooms. The Camas Community 

Center Development Committee identified a potential site along Lake 

Road, known as the Buhman property and identified as SU-8 on the 

concept map, which could be a suitable location.2  

 

The next step in pursuing the center is to conduct a detailed 

feasibility study to identify the building program that is the best fit 

for the financial goals. The City should also consider outcomes and 

recommendations of the financial analysis conducted by the Camas 

Community Center Development Committee. While the feasibility 

study will determine the best program of uses to meet the desired 

financial goals, the following facilities should be considered for an 

indoor recreation center: 

 Gymnasium (at least one full-sized court) 

 Multipurpose room for special events, receptions, and 
dance classes 

 Catering kitchen 

                                                
2 The Camas Community Recreation Center: Keeping the Vision Alive, an Updated 
Financial Analysis, Camas Community Center Development Committee (2012).  
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 At least two classrooms/meeting rooms to accommodate 
various sized groups 

 Exercise room (aerobics, dance, fitness classes) 

 Fitness center 

 Support facilities, including lobby, restrooms, office space 
for center staff, locker rooms, storage space, etc. 

 Arts and crafts room 

 Concessions/vendor space such as a coffee kiosk or snack 
bar 

 Indoor leisure and conventional pools 

 Potentially a youth center and/or a senior center. 

 

Lacamas Lake Lodge 

The Lacamas Lake Lodge is located near Heritage 

Park along Lacamas Lake and Lake Road. Located 

on the site formerly occupied by the Camas Moose 

Lodge, the new building provides community 

meeting and event space as well as improved 

access to Lacamas Lake and public parking. This 

facility is intentionally designed for multiple uses 

but is especially well suited to rent for events. The 

City should program this facility to support 

recreation but ensure that this use does not 

interfere with the rental use, which will maximize 

the revenue stream to support this facility and 

other City services.  

 

Camas Community Center 

The Camas Community Center is a historic school building located 

south of the Washougal River and downtown Camas. The City uses 

this structure as the offices for the Park Department, in addition to 

providing some recreation programming space and rentals. This 

facility has limited function as a recreation center due to its small 

size, limited amenities, location, and lack of expansion room. 

Additionally, the facility would require extensive and expensive 

upgrades to extend its useful life. If Camas proceeds with a 

community recreation center, the City should reconsider the role of 

the Camas Community Center since the recreation center will 

accommodate the recreation uses of the Community Center.  
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A range of options is possible for the Community Center. 

 

1. Surplusing the property. Camas could surplus the property, 

either selling or donating it to another user. This would 

reduce the operating impacts to the City, and reduce the need 

for future capital projects at the center. 

 

2. Leasing the property. Camas could lease the property to 

another user. Depending on the lease agreement, the 

operating impacts to the City could be reduced, while still 

keeping the property in public ownership. 

 

3. Continuing public ownership. Public ownership could 

continue with the same or different uses. Under this option, 

Camas would retain ownership, but could change the use. 

For example, the Community Center could become a 

maintenance headquarters, or be improved to provide a 

range of recreational opportunities such as an indoor play 

area.  

 

Other Recreation Facilities 

Camas has a highly developed park system that supports a broad 

range of recreation interests. As confirmed through the public 

involvement process, the community highly values the park system, 

and has expressed interest in additional recreation facilities to 

supplement the existing offerings.  

 

Off-Leash Dog Area 

An off-leash dog area provides a location where residents can allow 

their dogs to play and exercise off-leash. An off-leash area should be 

at least one acre in size, be fenced with a double-gated entry, have 

nearby parking, and include amenities such as pooper scooper 

stations, water, benches, and trash cans. The site should also be safe, 

not isolated, and noise impacts on neighbors should be considered. 

This facility may be a prime opportunity to cooperate with 

neighboring Washougal or Clark County to create a facility with a 

regional draw. 
 
Water Access 

Water access to the Washougal River, Lacamas Lake, Fallen Leaf Lake, 

and the Columbia River continues to be a high priority for residents. 

Camas should maximize water access opportunities at all waterfront 

parks and should target acquisition of additional waterfront park 
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sites. Water access means trails, viewpoints, overlooks, and non-

motorized boat access, and does not necessarily mean boat ramps and 

similar high intensity facilities. The City should base improvements in 

public water access and use on the goals, policies and regulations of 

the Shoreline Master Program (2012).  

 

Pilot Projects 

There are a range of facilities, including those that support new or 

emerging types of activities, which could be provided in the city’s 

park system. In addition to those previously mentioned in this 

section, other types of facilities identified by the public included 

community gardens, bike skills parks and bike pump tracks, covered 

play areas, fitness courses and others. Though the park system has 

limited space to accommodate all of these facilities, the City can 

develop pilot projects in coordination with user groups at suitable 

locations. Pilot projects allow the City to test the performance of 

added features through a limited or conditional use agreement with 

project proposers. After a predefined trial period, the City should 

reevaluate successful projects as permanent park features.  
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SECT ION 4. TRAILS        
 

4.1 Trails Plan Concept 
Trails are an important recreation asset in Camas, 

and residents continue to place a high priority on 

a community-wide trails network. Results from 

public outreach activities from past plans, as well 

as the most recent PROS Plan update process 

reinforce the community’s commitment to trail-

related recreation and reflect the high popularity 

of recreation activities that take place in trail 

corridors, such as walking, bicycling for pleasure, 

nature walks, and jogging/running. The 

questionnaire results in Appendix A describe these 

findings in greater detail and include comparisons 

to the 2007 PROS Plan outcomes.  

As with the 2007 PROS Plan, the Parks, Recreation and Open Space 

Comprehensive Plan Update responds to community needs and 

priorities by recommending a network of trails that provides linkages 

within the community as well as to the region beyond. Based on 

feedback from the community, there is strong support for trails and 

connections that provide: 

 Direct and safe connections to school, work and home;  

 Looped routes for fun, enjoyment and recreation; 

 Trails and trailheads that provide scenic views of 
surrounding natural beauty, especially Lacamas Lake, Mt. 
Hood, the Columbia River and Columbia Gorge; 

 Trails designed for multiple users to enjoy without 
conflict; and  

 Facilities that are accessible, efficient and well maintained. 

The trails plan provides connections between parks, open spaces, 

schools, and neighborhoods, and incorporates the Vancouver-Clark 

County regional trails, City of Washougal and Port of Camas-

Washougal facilities, and the Camas Open Space Network into a 

cohesive trail system for the community. The trails plan also supports 

neighborhood connections to the community-wide system, and 

provides for trailhead support facilities to encourage trail use. 
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4.2 Existing Inventory 

There are currently 25.3 miles of existing trails within the planning 

area. These include three major trail routes, and several other 

segments owned by the City and others. The City has connected many 

shorter segments into longer continuous segments. However, several 

missing segments will require completion to create an interconnected 

system. Table 4.1 details the existing trail inventory in Camas.  

 
Table 4.1 

2014 Trail Inventory 
 

Trail Name 
 

Length in 
Miles 

Description 

Heritage Trail  3.5 Unpaved; trailhead at Camas Heritage 
Park; runs along Lacamas Lake 

Lacamas Park trails 
(county) 

4.6 0.14 miles paved; 4.48 miles unpaved; 
other informal paths; natural open space 

Washougal River 
Greenway trails  

0.9 Partially paved with other informal 
paths 

Other Trails 16.2 Various segments owned by the City 
and a number of Homeowners’ 
Associations. 

TOTAL 25.3  
 

Existing trails include the Heritage Trail along Lacamas Lake, a 

heavily used nature trail. The trails in County-owned Lacamas Park 

and City-owned Lacamas Creek Park provide outdoor experiences 

and are easily accessible by the public. The Washougal River 

Greenway provides contact with the Washougal River, and is used by 

Camas residents as well as regional users. Camas has made great 

progress towards an interconnected trail system, but there continues 

to be a lack of connections between individual trail segments.  

According to 2006 survey results and results of the Community 

Recreation Questionnaire (Appendix A), one of the most significant 

reasons people don’t use trails more frequently is lack of connections. 

The Existing Trails System Map on the following page shows the 

existing trails in Camas. 
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4.3 Recommended Trails Plan 

The recommended trails plan provides a linked system based on a 

hierarchy of trail types. Linkages are provided at the neighborhood 

scale, at the communitywide scale, and regionally. The trails plan 

also takes advantage of existing and planned public land and utility 

infrastructure, the open space network, and the existing trails 

provided by private developments (Draft Trails System Concept 

Map). In addition, the recommended trails plan incorporates the 

Vancouver-Clark County trails plan and the City of Washougal’s 

trails plan.  

Carried forward from the 2007 PROS Plan, each trail segment is 

designated by a reference, such as T-1 (designating trail segment 1). 

The Draft Trails System Concept Map provides an overview of the 

segments, described in detail below. Proposed segments of the trail 

system are generalized to make connections or follow the direction of 

natural corridors. Final alignments are subject to change due to 

environmental conditions, development or alternate routes. Table 4.2 

summarizes trail recommendations.  

There are two types of trails shown on the Draft Trails System 

Concept Map: those owned and maintained by the City and those 

owned and maintained by other parties. By focusing on connecting 

individual segments, the Camas trail network will provide a wide 

variety of pathway experiences and tie together regional and 

community connections. Appendix B (Design & Development 

Guidelines) provides trail development policies and further guidance 

for development of the system. 

Trail Segment Descriptions 

Trail T-1 

Trail T-1 runs along the west side of Camas, paralleling Parker Road. 

This trail segment provides a north-south connection and links two 

regional trails. About half of the alignment has been constructed. 

This segment passes from Prune Hill Park, to Ash Creek Park, past Sky 

Ridge Middle School and ending at its junction with T-3. 

Trail T-2 

Trail T-2 parallels the Columbia River. This regional trail is an 

extension of the Vancouver-Clark County trail system, and connects 

to neighboring Washougal’s trail system. This trail provides visual 

access to the Columbia River, and makes an important regional 

connection.  
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Trail T-3 

Trail T-3 is a regional trail running along the north shore of Lacamas 

Lake and connecting Lacamas Park, Camp Currie and the County’s 

Green Mountain Trail heading north. Trails T-3 and T-4 make a loop 

around Lacamas Lake. This trail segment will include bridges or 

boardwalks across wetlands and water features in some locations. T-

3 continues just north of Lacamas Park and then south, crossing T-4 

at the Washougal River and continuing on to the Columbia River and 

trail T-2. 

Trail T-4 

Trail T-4 is the Heritage Trail, a regional trail running along the 

south side of Lacamas Lake and connecting Lacamas Park and Camp 

Currie. It passes through Heritage Park and will link to planned 

segment T-3, creating a loop around Lacamas Lake. T-4 links 

through Lacamas Park, continues into the Washougal River 

Greenway, and includes a bridge across the Washougal River to 

connect with T-17. 

Trail T-5 

Trail T-5 provides a loop around Prune Hill, with linkages to parks 

and neighborhoods. The northern half of the loop connects from 

Lake Road through the Open Space Network to the proposed Ash 

Creek Park. The southern half of the loop connects from Klickitat 

Park, continues through the Open Space Network, and connects 

Fallen Leaf Park. Camas has been completing pieces of trail T-5 as 

development has occurred along the alignment. 

Trail T-6 

Trail T-6 parallels Lake Road, connecting from T-1 to T-21. This 

segment has been partially constructed. 

Trail T-7 

Trail T-7 connects from T-5 through Grass Valley Park and parallels 

NW 38th Avenue toward the west boundary of Camas. The segment 

of the trail in the vicinity of Grass Valley Park has been constructed. 

Trail T-8 

Trail T-8 is a north/south connector that connects through the 

center of the T-5 loop. This trail connects through the Open Space 

Network and passes Dorothy Fox Elementary School and Dorothy Fox 

Park. The trail also includes several spur connections to T-9 and T-7 

as well as a pedestrian bridge connection to T-9 across Ostensen 

Canyon. 
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Trail T-9 

Trail T-9 connects from T-3/T-4 past Zellerbach Elementary School 

and Liberty Middle School (the renovated high school), through 

downtown, and then passes through the Benton Park and Ostensen 

Canyon sites. This trail then connects to trail T-8 at a bridge across 

Ostensen Canyon and at Dorothy Fox Park before turning south to 

reconnect to T-5. 

Trail T-10 

Trail T-10 includes a mini network of connections from 

neighborhoods to Klickitat Park and Prune Hill Sports Park. The trails 

also link to T-1, T-5 and T-11. This trail is owned and maintained by 

local Homeowners’ Associations, is located largely within the Open 

Space Network, and is nearly complete.  

Trail T-11 

Trail T-11 is a loop that connects Klickitat Park to the overlook at SU-

9.  

Trail T-12 

Trail T-12 connects from T-5 at Fallen Leaf Lake to a proposed 

neighborhood park.  

Trail T-13 

Trail T-13 is the trail network around Fallen Leaf Lake. This trail 

connects to Fallen Leaf Park as well as T-4 and T-5. The City has 

already completed several sections of this trail.   

Trail T-14 

Trail T-14 connects from T-3 and Lacamas Park to a planned 

neighborhood park, Lacamas Heights Elementary School, and Camas 

High School. T-14 also forms a loop with T-3 and T-27. 

Trail T-15 

Trail T-15 includes the Lacamas Park trail network. This system 

provides important community connections between T-3 and T-4.  

Trail T-16 

Trail T-16 provides a linkage from Louis Bloch Park to the 

Washougal River Greenway.  

t r a i l s      4 - 9  
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Trail T-17 

Trail T-17 is the Washougal River Greenway 

trail system on the south river bank. This trail 

segment passes through the Washougal River 

Greenway, providing access to the river corridor 

for Camas, Washougal, and regional residents. 

This trail segment is joined to T-4 by a pedestrian 

bridge across the Washougal River to link the 

Greenway corridor and increase access. T-17 

links to Oak Park, Goot Park, and T-2, the 

Columbia River trail.  

Trail T-18 

Trail T-18 follows a utility corridor from 

Washougal and meets up with Trail T-4 in the 

Washougal River Greenway. T-18 is also a 

proposed trail in the Washougal Comprehensive 

Park and Recreation Plan.  

Trail T-19 

Trail T-19 connects Lacamas Park trails to the north-south trail T-18 

and to the Washougal trail system. This trail should be a jointly 

maintained connection between the two cities. 

Trail T-20 

Trail T-20 provides a secondary east-west connection between T-1 

and T-21 in the northwestern corner of the City. 

Trail T-21 

Trail T-21 is a north-south connection on the western edge of Camas. 

It connects from T-4 south to T-1. East-west connections to T-21 are 

provided by trails T-6, T-7, T-20, T-22 and T-24.  

Trail T-22 

Trail T-22 includes the Leadbetter Corridor and connects T-6 east-

west across T-1 to T-21. 

Trail T-23 

Trail T-23 connects through the open space network from the 

intersection of trails T-1 and T-22 to trail T-21. 

Trail T-24 

Trail T-24 connects trail T-23 with Prune Hill Sports Park and Trail 

T-1.  

4 - 1 0   t r a i l s   
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Trail T-25 

Trail T-25 connects T-5 to Forest Home Park. 

Trail T-26 

Trail T-26 connects T-5 and T-8 to Grass Valley Park through a 

portion of the Open Space Network. 

 

Trail T-27 

Trail T-27 is the primary trail that will connect uses along the north 

shore of Lacamas Lake. This route will run parallel to the future 

realignment of Leadbetter Road and provide a continuous trail from 

the northern corner of the city towards Lacamas Park to the 

southeast.    

 

Trail T-28 

Similar to Trail T-32, Trail T-28 will link land uses on the north 

shore of Lacamas Lake. The City should design and construct this 

segment concurrent with future utility lines and pump stations 

planned to serve future uses. 

 

Trail T-29 

Trail T-29 will provide an alternative trail connection for residents of 

this future growth area.  

 

Trail T-30 

Trail T-30 will provide an alternative trail connection for residents of 

this future growth area.  

 

Trail T-31 

Trail T-31 will connect opposite sides of Camp Currie with a more 

direct route.  

 

Trail T-32 

Similar to Trail T-28, Trail T-32 will link land uses on the north 

shore of Lacamas Lake. The City should design and construct this 

segment concurrent with future utility lines and pump stations 

planned to serve future uses. 

t r a i l s      4 - 1 1  
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Trail Recommendations 

Table 4.2 summarizes the recommendations for the Camas trail network. 

Trails T-27 though T-32 comprise trails in areas recently brought into 

the city limits. The 2007 PROS Plan identified several of these prior to 

their annexation into the city. While the specific alignment of these trails 

will be based on future development proposals, these segments will 

provide key connections north of Lacamas Lake.   

 

Table 4.2 
Summary of Trail Recommendations 

 
Trail 
# 

Name Total 
Miles 

Comments City 
Maintained 

T-1 West Camas Regional 
Trail 

2.1 Completion/ 
Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-2 Columbia River Regional 
Trail 

6.6 Acquisition/ 
Joint Development  

* 

T-3 East Camas Regional 
Trail* 

7.9 Clark County 
Development 

 
T-4 Heritage Trail 1.8 Minor Additions/ 

Improvements/ 
Development of 
Washougal River 
crossing 

 

T-5 Camas Neighborhood 
Loop Trail 

3.1 Additional 
Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-6 Lake Road Connector 
Trail 

1.0 Completion/Upgrade 
to Standard 

 
T-7 West Camas Connector 

Trail 
2.1 Completion/Upgrade 

to Standard 
 

T-8 Prune Hill Connector 
Trail 

0.9 Completion/Upgrade 
to Standard 

 

T-9 Downtown Connector 
Trail 

0.4 Completion/Upgrade 
to Standard 

 
T-10 Deer Creek Connector 

Trail 
0.2 Completion/Upgrade 

to Standard 
 

T-11 View Ridge Connector 
Trail 

0.3 Completion/Upgrade 
to Standard 

 
T-12 East Hilltop Connector 

Trail 
0.2 Acquisition/ 

Development 
 

T-13 Fallen Leaf Lake Trails 1.8 Development/ 
Completion of 
Acquisition 

 

T-14 Lacamas Heights 
Connector Trail 

1.1 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-15 Lacamas Park Trails 3.7 No Changes  

4 - 1 2   t r a i l s   
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Trail 
# 

Name Total 
Miles 

Comments City 
Maintained 

T-16 Louis Bloch Connector 
Trail 

0.3 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-17 South Camas River Loop 3.3 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 
T-18 Washougal Connection 1.5 No Action  
T-19 Washougal Connection 2 0.6 No Action * 
T-20 Northwest Connector 0.8 Acquisition/ 

Development 
 

T-21 Westside Route 3.4 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 
T-22 Leadbetter Corridor 0.3 Acquisition/ 

Development 
* 

T-23 Natural Trail 2.6 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-24 Prune Hill West Trail 0.9 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-25 Forest Home Park 
Connection 

0.8 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 
T-26 Grass Valley Link 0.9 No Changes  
T-27 North Camas 1 4.7 Acquisition/ 

Development 
 

T-28 North Camas 2 1.1 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-29 Green Mountain 1 2.8 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-30 Green Mountain 2 0.3 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-31 Camp Currie Connection 0.3 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

T-32 North Camas 3 0.8 Acquisition/ 
Development 

 

TOTAL 58.6 Total City/Joint 
Maintained Trails

40.0 miles 

*Jointly maintained 
 

 
Trailhead Recommendations 

Trailheads are another key component of the trail system. These 

facilities serve as access points, encourage use of the trail system and 

establish support facilities at stand alone sites or within existing and 

future parks and open spaces. The Draft Trails System Concept Map 

depicts the recommended location of trailheads. There are two types 

of proposed trailheads. Primary trailheads include restrooms and 

designated parking, while secondary trailheads provide trail access 

but not restrooms. In some cases, trailheads are incorporated into 

existing or proposed parks. In other cases, trailheads will be 

developed for that single purpose. 
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Table 4.3 summarizes the recommended trailheads. For proposed 

trails north of Lacamas Lake, the City should consider providing 

additional trailheads upon further planning of this area. Appendix B 

provides additional design and development considerations for future 

trailheads in Camas.  

Table 4.3 
Summary of Recommended Trailheads 

  
ID Location Type 
a Camas Meadow Greenway Primary 
b Skyridge Secondary 
c West Camas Park Secondary 
d Grass Valley Park Primary 
e Ash Creek Park Secondary 
f Prune Hill Sports Complex Primary 
g Klickitat Park Secondary 
h Dorothy Fox Park Primary 
i Fallen Leaf Lake Park Secondary  
j Heritage Park Primary 
k Lacamas Heights Park Secondary 
l Fallen Leaf Lake Secondary 
m Lacamas Park Secondary 
n Hellen Baller/Liberty MS Secondary 
o Lacamas Park South Secondary 
p Washougal River Greenway Primary 
q Oak Park Secondary 
r Goot Park Primary 
s Washougal River Greenway 2 Secondary 
t Washougal River Greenway 3 Primary 
u Lacamas Lake 1 Secondary 
v Lacamas Lake 2 Primary 
v2 Lacamas Lake 3 Primary 
w Columbia Viewpoint Secondary 
x Lacamas Park East Primary 
y Sports Park Primary 
y2 Lacamas Heights School Primary  
z Green Mountain Overlook Primary 
z2 Green Mountain Overlook 2 Secondary 
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SECT ION 5 . NATURAL OPEN SPACE  
 
5.1  Overview 
Camas residents are strongly tied to the area’s 

natural open space, and value the range of benefits 

these lands provide. As with the City’s previous 

PROS plans, activities that can take place in open 

spaces, such as nature walks, wildlife watching 

and hiking, are some of the most popular activities 

according to public feedback gathered during the 

planning process. At the same time, the public also 

prioritizes the natural system benefits these areas 

provide, such as water quality, wildlife habitat and 

land preservation. The city has an extensive 

network of public and private open space sites and 

has also placed development restrictions on 

critical areas. As verified by the community, the 

city’s natural open spaces continue to serve a key 

role in the park and recreation system in Camas. 

5.2  Existing Natural Open Space 

Natural open space includes undeveloped land left primarily in its 

natural environment with recreation use as a secondary objective. It 

may be owned by a public agency or preserved under private 

ownership. This type of land often includes wetlands, steep hillsides, 

and large blocks of forested areas or similar spaces. Environmentally 

sensitive land (or critical areas) can include wildlife habitat areas, 

stream and creek corridors, or places with unique and/or 

endangered plant species. 

Existing natural open space exists in a number of forms in Camas. 

This makes for a variety of experiences for hikers and walkers, as 

well as providing a variety of habitat opportunities. A small number 

of the open space sites are relatively large in size and contain trail 

segments. However, many of these sites are independently located 

and do not all connect together.  
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The existing natural open space also varies considerably in terms of 

character, terrain, vegetation cover and other features. Of concern is 

that each type of open space requires a different type of maintenance 

and management. The urban forest in Camas will also require 

specialized care to maintain the health of the trees and management 

of invasive vegetation.  

The City of Camas owns many parcels of open space. Some of these 

parcels form large continuous areas while others are smaller and 

more isolated. The largest City-owned open space sites are called out 

on the open space inventory below in Table 5.1. The Existing Parks 

and Open Space Map on the following page depicts the existing 

natural open space in Camas. 

 
Table 5.1 

Summary of Existing Natural Open Space 
 

Natural Open Space  Acres 
City-Owned Natural Open Space 
 Camas Meadows Greenway 22.4 
 Heritage Trail Greenway 38.1 
 Lacamas Creek Open Space 50.3 
 Ostenson Canyon Greenway 26.8 
 Washougal River Greenway 95.3 
 Other City-Owned Natural Open Space 207.4 
Clark County-owned Natural Open Space 

and Regional Parks 543.4 

Homeowners Association Owned Natural 
Open Space 268.7 

TOTAL 1,252.4 
 

Other significant natural open space areas include the Clark County 

owned sites and the many pieces of land owned by various 

Homeowners’ Associations. 
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5.3 Open Space Components 

As defined in previous plans, the goal of this PROS Plan update is to 

define a permanent open space network from various categories of 

critical lands and other forms of natural open space. These three 

basic types of land are: 

1) Existing Natural Open Space: This is land owned by the City, 

Clark County or that is owned as permanent open space by 

homeowner’s associations. The Existing Parks and Open Space 

Map shows the existing natural open space system which 

currently represents about 1,252 acres of land. 

2) Wetland Areas: These are areas that are inundated or 

saturated by surface water or ground water at a frequency 

and duration to support a prevalence of vegetation typically 

adapted for life in saturated soil conditions. Wetlands 

typically include swamps, marshes, bogs, constructed 

mitigation sites, and similar areas, but do not include man-

made areas such as ditches, swales, canals, detention and 

wastewater facilities, or other water features. A number of 

state and federal regulations are currently in place that either 

prohibit or limit the amount of development that can occur 

on or around areas designated as wetlands.  

Wetland areas also require buffers to protect the integrity, 

function, and value of the wetland. The width of these buffers 

is established in the Critical Areas Ordinance adopted by the 

City and is generally based on the intensity of adjacent 

development and the overall value of the wetland. Because of 

these development restrictions, wetlands areas provide 

opportunities for additions to open space systems without 

substantial acquisition cost. 

There are two major areas where wetlands exist. The largest 

amount is located in the western portions of the city, 

generally west of NW Parker Street. The other prolific area of 

wetlands exists in the Washougal River Greenway area to the 

southeast. Large portions of this land have been acquired as 

natural open space already.  
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3) Steep/Unstable/Geologically Hazardous Areas: The City of 

Camas adopted ordinances and maps providing protection of 

these areas. Development proposals within these areas are 

subject to geotechnical work and additional review by the 

City.  

5.4 Permanent Open Space Network 

The objective of the PROS Plan update is to 

combine individual open space parcels into an 

open space network to preserve vegetation, 

separate neighborhoods, create a sense of 

seclusion, protect critical areas, and provide 

land for trail systems. The 2007 PROS Plan 

defined the City’s open space system as the 

Permanent Open Space Network or simply 

“The Network.”1 The Draft Open Space 

Concept Map depicts the Permanent Open 

Space Network.  

 
Criteria for Inclusion in the Open Space Network 

1) Continuous Wildlife Habitat: Typically, urban development 

separates habitat areas and prohibits wildlife from migrating 

from one area to another. By providing continuous habitat 

corridors, these problems can be reduced. 

2) Connecting Existing Open Space: The basic concept of the 

Network is to form large parcels of open space. Obtaining 

connecting open space parcels is the key to this concept. 

3) Drainage and Erosion Control: The inclusion of steep or 

unstable slopes, as well as regulations on buffers for streams 

and creeks means that a number of steps are in place to 

protect the waterways and control erosion. The Network 

includes the majority of shorelines, including Lacamas Lake, 

within the planning area. 

4) Protection of Viewsheds: A number of open space areas serve 

to protect views both within the City and from outside. 

5) Interpretation/Education: A number of wetland sites, 

waterways, and areas of geologic diversity are included in 

                                                
1 Some areas identified on the Draft Open Space Concept Map are not included in 
the Network. These areas do not adhere to the criteria for inclusion in the Network.  
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the network. These provide educational as well as 

interpretive functions. 

6) Wetlands: Inclusion of wetlands and mitigation sites will 

protect environmentally critical areas and wildlife habitat.  

7) Trail Corridors: While not a high priority, trail corridors 

developed concurrently with the Network will provide a safe 

and enjoyable route for trails. Some natural open space 

should have limited impact from trails, and thus routing 

should be outside or at the fringes of the Network corridors. 

8) Maintenance Impacts: As open spaces are reviewed for 

inclusion in the City owned and maintained system, cost of 

maintenance is a factor to be considered in the review. 

Section 6 outlines the levels of maintenance for different 

types of natural open space.  
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Network Connections 

Network connections are areas needed to connect individual open 

space parcels together to form a much larger area. In most instances, 

this land will not fall under one of the other open space categories 

and so will consist of developable land. This will require purchase at 

fair market value, relying on park and open space impact fees as the 

primary funding source.  

Network connections should have a high priority of acquisition 

because of their development potential and the importance of 

connecting other open space areas. The 2000 PROS Plan identified 

170 acres of Network Connection land. Of this total, acreage consists 

of city-owned land or land dedicated as open space through 

development of residential uses. Remaining undeveloped land 

forming connections in the Permanent Open Space Network remains 

a high priority for acquisition by the City. 

 

Network Policies 

The intent of the Network is the creation of a regulatory overlay that 

will identify the general location of the desired open space areas along 

with policies related to managing and using these areas. Based on 

conversations with City staff and input gathered during the planning 

process, the land identified for inclusion in the Permanent Open Space 

Network should be accessible to the public, and the City may acquire 

or accept ownership of these lands. The City prioritizes ownership of 

land which has the highest values in terms of the “Criteria for 

Inclusion in the Network,” as listed above. With ownership, the City 

will assume responsibility for managing the City-owned open space. 

Other network policies include: 

1) Specific boundaries of the Network will be identified at the 

time of specific development and will be determined by the 

network criteria. 

2) Policies described for the acquisition and management of the 

Network will be followed in the land development process. 

The City, guided by the criteria for inclusion in the Permanent 

Open Space Network, will determine the amount and general 

location of land set aside for the Network. 

 New development must reflect the intent of the 

Network in configuration and general area. 
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 Developers may receive density bonuses for land that 

is dedicated for the Network 

3) Natural open space in a development outside of the Network 

may be reserved for open space but will not receive a density 

transfer, nor will the City be responsible for the maintenance 

and management of these areas. 

5.5 Open Space and Lacamas Lake 

Feedback from the public identified Lacamas Lake as a defining 

feature of Camas and should be enhanced with new and improved 

ways for public access, and heightened protections to preserve 

habitat, views and water quality. Shoreline and upland development 

and continued use of the lake should be balanced with a mix of 

policies and projects that restore this valued resource and sustain the 

long term health of the lake. 

Since the 2007 PROS Plan, the City has expanded 

its boundary and has designated a mix of land 

uses north of Lacamas Lake. With this addition, 

the Network includes larger, more continuous 

open spaces along the north shore of Lacamas 

Lake and along the north side of the future 

realignment of Leadbetter Road. These large 

tracts are designed to recognize the importance 

of protecting and enhancing the bank and water 

quality of Lacamas Lake.  

The Camp Currie site and the hillside land on the 

south and west slopes of Green Mountain have 

also been added. As specific information about 

the remaining land is acquired, the policies for 

inclusion in the network should be applied to 

designate additional land, if necessary.  
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SECT ION 6: MAINTENANCE AND 
OPERAT IONS 
 
6.1   Maintaining the Park System 
Camas has a well-planned, well-developed park 

system. The community values the parks and open 

space, as well as the high quality of the park 

system. Feedback from the public indicates that 

park users and residents are very satisfied with 

system maintenance, and also feel that the City 

should focus on upkeep of existing assets before 

adding new features to the park system. At the 

same time, there is a perception that older parks 

receive less attention than newer parks, creating a 

disparity between established neighborhoods and 

new growth areas in Camas.  

The City should continue to consider maintenance and operation of 

existing and planned parks and facilities to ensure that the 

community’s assets are maintained and preserved for the future. This 

section provides recommendations on maintaining and operating the 

park system.  

 

6.2 Tiered Levels of Service 
Camas continues to maximize the maintenance within the resources 

available, aiming for the high standard the community values. The 

cuts in service and staffing through the great recession have resulted 

in a standard level of maintenance across all parks. The current 

maintenance level focuses on keeping the parks clean and safe to use 

but does not allow for enhanced or preventative maintenance. These 

tasks, which protect the long-term investment the community has 

made in park lands and facilities, are especially important in the most 

popular and intensively used park sites.  

To manage the park system efficiently and assist with resource 

allocation, Camas should return to a tiered system of maintenance 

services. This tiered system has a close connection to the maintenance 

management plan for the park system, which will specify 

performance standards, frequency goals, and time requirements. The 

2007 PROS Plan identified four maintenance levels for traditional 

parks (detailed in Table 6.1), two for sports fields (Table 6.2) and 

three levels for natural open space (Table 6.3).  
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This structure remains valid and should be implemented as City 

resources allow maintenance to return to a more sustainable level. As 

a starting point, the City should ensure that all parks and facilities 

are receiving the basic level of maintenance needed to protect the 

investment Camas has made in the system. As additional resources 

are available the parks and facilities indicated for higher 

maintenance levels can be elevated a step at a time.  

Traditional Parks 

Traditional park maintenance includes routine care of most parks in 

Camas, excluding sports fields which are addressed separately. To 

help allocate staff time and resources, four levels of park 

maintenance are recommended: 

 Level C, the basic level of care for a Camas park, includes all 

of the services that keep the city’s parks looking great, both 

routine and preventive tasks.  

 Level B and Level A are for parks with higher use or more 

amenities. Parks in this category receive additional 

maintenance tasks or frequencies to support the higher level 

of use and more varied facilities.  

 The undeveloped level is for future park sites. Some of these 

sites are completely undeveloped, and are maintained to 

ensure public safety.  

Restrooms can significantly increase the basic maintenance needs; 

the presence of a restroom should increase the allocated 

resources for any level of park. This increase should be scaled 

according to use so that there is an appropriate allocation for 

restrooms in each maintenance level. 

Table 6.1 on the following page summarizes each of the 

maintenance tiers, and identifies which sites fall under each tier. 

The maintenance management plan will assign frequencies for 

each task. 



 

 

Table 6.1 
Traditional Park Maintenance Levels 

Maintenance Overview Maint. Level Description 

May Include Does Not Include 

Camas Parks Proposed for 
Each Level 

 
A 

Highest level of detailed 
maintenance, for signature 
high visibility and most 
heavily used parks 

 Camas basic level of care PLUS 
 Annual plantings 
 Shrub and landscape beds, 
 Maintenance of special facilities, e.g. 

water spraygrounds 
 Additional urban forest management 
 Additional turf maintenance to offset 

impacts of heavy use 

N/A  Crown Park  
 Grass Valley Park 
 Heritage Park 
 Lacamas Lake Lodge 
 

 
B 

Enhanced level of care 
due to moderately high 
use.  

 Camas basic level of care PLUS 
 Shrub and landscape beds 
 Additional turf maintenance to offset 

impacts of use 
 

 Annual plantings  Dorothy Fox Park 
 Fallen Leaf Lake Park  
 Forest Home Park 
 Goot Park 
 Klickitat Park 
 Louis Bloch Park 
 Prune Hill Sports Park 

 
C 

Camas basic level of care: 
regular maintenance to 
preserve assets, ensure 
safety, and contribute to 
community livability. 

Standard Tasks 
 Mowing and trimming 
 Playground safety inspections  
 Restroom cleaning* 
 Trash removal 
 Paved surface maintenance 
 Parking lot maintenance 
 Lighting maintenance 
 Irrigation maintenance 
 Edging 
Preventive Tasks 
 Annual fertilization 
 Pruning 
 Structure evaluation 

*where present

 Landscape beds 
 Annual plantings 
 Water features 

 Benton Park 
 Camas-Washougal Skatepark 
 Oak Park 
 Washougal Greenway Boat 

Launch 
 

 
Undeveloped 

Sites reserved for future 
park use. May contain 
preexisting non-park uses. 

 Hazard mowing and tree maintenance to 
sustain the site and provide for public 
safety. 

 May require additional maintenance to 
support preexisting non-park use 

  Ash Creek Park 
 East Hillside Park 
 Lacamas Heights Park  
 Ostenson Canyon 
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Sports Fields 

Camas has a well-used and highly developed inventory of baseball, 
softball and soccer fields that is supplemented by less formal turf 
areas suitable for practice and casual play. Some of Camas’s fields 
receive extensive maintenance support from the partnering sports 
organizations such as the Little League. In some of the City’s park 
sites, such as Louis Bloch Park, sports fields and the supporting 
facilities are the primary developments on the site. In other parks, 
such as Crown Park, the grass field is simply one of a wide variety of 
amenities. As with general park maintenance, the current 
maintenance budget has strained the ability of Camas to do more 
than mowing and litter collection at sports fields. The continued 
heavy use of fields without additional maintenance resources has 
reduced the playable field time and the quality of some fields, 
particularly where there is not additional support from community 
organizations. 

 
To maintain access and equity of use across the 
sports fields in Camas, the City should take a 
more active role in scheduling field time. 
Recognizing the interrelated nature of City and 
School District sports fields, a coordinated field 
use meeting should be convened annually 
between the City, the School District and 
representatives of the community sports 
organizations to identify issues and coordinate 
the best utilization of the community’s 
inventory of sports fields. This meeting should 
include conversation about the maintenance 
needs and resources available from all parties.  
 

The cost of maintaining a particular field type can be estimated based 
on the type of use it will get, the design of the facility, and the 
underlying conditions of the site. Recognizing the large differences in 
upkeep of formal and informal fields, two levels of maintenance are 
recommended. These levels of maintenance can then have budgeted 
costs that will help to allocate the appropriate level of funding for 
these important facilities. Table 6.2 describes the two levels. 
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Table 6.2 
Sports Fields Maintenance Levels 

 
Field Type Maintenance Overview Existing Fields 

Proposed for this 
Maintenance 

Level 
Formal Formal sports fields are designed and 

built to a specification for one or a 
variety of specific uses. The 
maintenance of these fields should 
include all of the basic turf care 
practices as well as: 

 Higher frequency mowing 
 Over seeding 
 Intensive fertilization 
 Aeration 
 Rigorous weed control 
 Heavy irrigation 
 Priority repair of irrigation 
 Priority drainage fixes  
 Spot sod replacement 
 Chalking field lines 
 Infield repair 
 Priority maintenance of 

backstops, fencing, goals, etc. 

 Grass Valley 
Park 

 Dorothy Fox Park 
 Fallen Leaf Lake 

Park 
 Prune Hill Sports 

Park 
 Forest Home 

Park 
 Louis Bloch Park 

Informal Informal sports fields include a range 
of facilities, from open turf areas to 
casual baseball or soccer fields. These 
fields should be maintained to the turf 
standard described in the traditional 
park maintenance level they are 
assigned to. 

 Klickitat Park 
 Goot Park 
 Crown Park 
 Oak Park 
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Natural Open Space 

Natural open space areas have very different maintenance 
requirements from active use parks. For budgeting and goal setting 
purposes, each natural open space area should be assigned into one 
of three levels of maintenance. For each of these levels of 
maintenance, specific maintenance tasks should be assigned that will 
keep the area up to the standard described below in the maintenance 
overview. Since very limited maintenance occurs in these areas at the 
current time, assigning sites to these levels will result in increased 
maintenance at most sites. Table 6.3 describes the three levels. 

 
Table 6.3 

Natural Open Space Maintenance Levels 
 

Maintenance 
Level 

Maintenance Overview Example 

Level 1 Sites designated Level 1 are the most 
heavily used natural open space areas 
or those with the highest natural 
resource values. Level 1 sites receive 
more frequent trail maintenance and 
more forest and vegetation management 
than levels 2 and 3. Natural resource 
value should be maintained and 
improved, if feasible. The goal for Level 
1 sites is to eventually develop a specific 
management plan that provides site-
specific direction on topics such as weed 
control, forestry, revegetation, public use, 
and litter control. 
 
 
 

 Heritage 
Trail and 
Greenway 

 Lacamas 
Creek Park 

 Washougal 
River 
Greenway 

Level 2 Level 2 is most appropriate for 
moderately used sites or sites with good 
resource value. Sites designated Level 2 
should be managed, at minimum, to 
control invasive species. Trail 
maintenance and tasks that support 
public use are completed to the extent 
feasible within budget and volunteer 
limitations.  
 
 

 Ostenson 
Canyon 
Greenway 

Level 3 Sites designated Level 3 should be 
managed for hazard mitigation only, 
such as removal of a tree in danger of 
falling on a trail or onto neighboring 
property. This level of service is most 
appropriate for sites with lower use or 
with lower resource value. 

 Lacamas 
Creek Open 
Space 
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6.3 Additional Maintenance and Operations 

Recommendations 
1. Base capital decisions on the long-term costs and benefits of 

project options. During project planning and design, consider 

lifetime project costs – capital costs plus operating and 

maintenance costs – when making project decisions. 

Decisions made during the project design have significant 

impacts on the cost and level of effort required to maintain 

parks. Since capital project funding is more readily available 

than operations funding, project decisions should factor in the 

operating impacts as part of the decision-making. Camas has 

a highly skilled operations and maintenance staff who, if 

involved in the design process, could suggest operational 

savings opportunities. For example, spending additional 

money on soil preparation or synthetic turf up front can 

greatly reduce the lifetime maintenance and operations costs, 

and at the same time result in projects that support increased 

public use. Other design decisions, such as using path 

locations to separate turf from planting areas, adding 

concrete mow strips under fences, and using a consistent 

palette of materials and site furnishings, also have potential to 

reduce lifetime maintenance costs. Designing projects that use 

less energy or water also can reduce the long-term cost of a 

project.  

 

2. Target invasive plant species in Camas natural open spaces, 

parks and the interface between public and private property. 

Camas should identify and target the highest impact 

interventions to the invasive plant species, which are largely 

unchecked in Camas natural open spaces. In addition, the 

City should develop and implement a preventive weed and 

pest management program for its parks and natural open 

space areas, with noxious weeds the highest priority. 

Although devoting staff hours to weed prevention will result 

in less time available for routine maintenance, preventing 

weeds before they grow and keeping them from spreading 

will pay off in the long run, by improved park appearance 

and reduced weed removal efforts. If invasive weeds originate 

from private property and encroach onto the City-owned 

natural open space network, it will be the homeowner’s 

responsibility to remedy the problem or shoulder the burden 

of cost.  



parks, recreation and open space comprehensive plan update  
 

6 - 8   m a i n t e n a n c e  a n d  o p e r a t i o n s  

 

3. Monitor and manage forest heath in Camas. The City has a 

partial baseline tree inventory/forest health survey, initiated 

in 2006. Gaps in the understanding of city-wide forest health 

should be filled in with supplemental field work. 

Management of forest health should be considered a priority 

to maintain the natural look and feel of the community. The 

City’s survey of forest health should be refreshed at least every 

six years, in parallel to the park and open space plan update, 

to ensure that the City-owned natural open space network 

retains its resource value and thrives. 

 

4. Develop a detailed list of the assets at each site and evaluate 

asset condition annually. This task is important for the long-

term management of the Camas park system. By developing 

detailed inventories and rating the condition of the assets on a 

scale of one to three or one to four, the Parks Maintenance 

division will be able to plan its workload more effectively and 

budget for repairs and upgrades. The asset inventory can also 

be used in the City’s maintenance management plan, to assign 

maintenance frequency. The City’s Facilities Specialist could 

be responsible for evaluating the condition of park structures, 

such as picnic shelters, restrooms, and buildings. 

 

5. Keep Camas Cemetery as a self-contained budgetary unit. In 

2007 the City of Camas took over the operations of the Camas 

Cemetery. The cemetery had been an independent operation. 

While it provides an important service, the cemetery does not 

provide general public benefits. The cemetery should not be 

subsidized at the expense of the City’s parks, which do 

provide general public benefits. Revenues and expenditures 

for all maintenance time and materials should be accounted 

for separately from the maintenance of parks and other City 

facilities. While the same staff and equipment may maintain 

the cemetery and City parks and facilities, keeping accurate 

accounting is important to ensure that fees for the cemetery 

can be appropriately adjusted, and to ensure that the parks 

maintenance budget is not subsidizing the cemetery.  
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6. Continue with the current division of maintenance 

responsibility for trails. The City should continue with the 

policy that the City accepts maintenance responsibility for 

those trails that provide connections to key community 

resources and destinations. Other trails, primarily local trails 

that connect individual subdivisions to the larger network, or 

that are within parks owned by other agencies, should be 

maintained by other relevant groups. In Section 4 the existing 

and recommended trail system maps indicate this division.  

 

7. Staff Parks and Public Works departments to meet long-term 

maintenance needs of developed parks. With the park system 

reaching maturity, several additional skill sets will be needed 

to preserve and maintain the many diverse assets in the 

system. One such position has recently been created: Facilities 

Specialist. This position could be responsible for evaluating 

the condition of park structures (picnic shelters, restrooms, 

and buildings). A specialized staff position could also help to 

coordinate interns to monitor the condition of the City-

maintained trail system. 

 

8. Build the level of expertise needed to effectively care and 

manage natural resources. The specialized skills required for 

resource management could be further developed in an 

existing employee, a contractor could be hired or if necessary, 

a new position could be created.  

In any case, natural resource management responsibilities 

might include, but would not be limited to, oversight of forest 

and natural area maintenance, volunteer management, 

wildlife management, trails development and management, 

and potentially managing mitigation banking. An urban 

forester or arborist would also be helpful in managing the 

extensive woodlands within the open space network, shade 

and decorative trees planted in parks, and street trees such as 

the downtown canopy on 4th Avenue. 
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SECT ION 7: IMPLEMENTAT ION PLAN 

7.1  Plan Implementation 

The implementation plan sets project priorities 

for parks, trails, and open space improvements. 

It also presents funding options to design, build 

and maintain additions to the system. Table 7.1 

presents the complete list of park, recreation and 

open space projects based on the 

recommendations in the preceding chapters.  

 

    Table 7.1 
Complete Project List 

Facility 
Site 
# Action 

New 
Park/
Facility

Neighborhood Park Projects     

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-1 
Acquisition, master planning, 
design and development 

Lacamas Heights Park NP-2 Continue ongoing maintenance 
Goot Park NP-3 Continue ongoing maintenance   

Oak Park NP-4 Continue ongoing maintenance   

Louis Bloch Park NP-5 
Upgrade outfield to artificial turf 
to maximize use of field.   

Crown Park NP-6 

Parking management plan, 
master planning, implementation 
of master plan; sustain 
functionality of the pool while 
proceeding with new community 
center   

Benton Park NP-7 
Conduct tree assessment and 
continue ongoing maintenance 

Forest Home Park NP-8 Upgrade to design standards   

Klickitat Park NP-9 Continue ongoing maintenance   

Ash Creek Park NP-10 
Master planning and 
development   

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-11 
Acquisition, master planning, 
design and development 

Grass Valley Park NP-12 
Plan park expansion, perimeter 
walking path 

Dorothy Fox Park NP-13 Minor improvements   

Ostensen Canyon NP-14 
Development according to 
master plan, pedestrian bridge 
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Facility 
Site 
# Action 

New 
Park/
Facility

East Hillside Park NP-15 Ongoing park development 

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-16 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-17 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-18 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Proposed Neighborhood Park NP-19 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Special Use Area Projects       

Heritage Park SU-1 Continue ongoing maintenance   

Lacamas Lake Lodge SU-2 Continue ongoing maintenance   

Fallen Leaf Lake Park SU-4 

New entrance road, trail and 
water access improvements. 
Picnic area trailhead facility   

Proposed Ione Street  
Sports Park SU-5 

Improve fields in cooperation 
with the School District, local 
sports organizations  

Camas-Washougal Skatepark SU-6 Minor improvements   
Washougal Greenway  
Boat Launch SU-7 

Improve access and add a 
restroom 

Proposed Community 
Recreation Center Site SU-8 

Community recreation center 
planning and development 

Camas Community Center SU-9 
Investments to stabilize indoor 
recreation opportunities   

Downtown Gathering Place SU-10 
Site identification, master 
planning and development 

Columbia Viewpoint/Trailhead SU-11 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Prune Hill Sports Park SU-12 Field upgrades   

Camas Sports Field Complex SU-13 
Acquisition, master planning and 
development 

Trail Projects       

Leadbetter corridor T-22 Trail development   

Trailheads Misc Trailhead construction  

Trail Improvements Misc 
Annual trail improvements  
(6 years) 

Open Space Projects       

Open Space Misc 
Annual open space acquisition 
(6 years) 
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7.2  Project Priorities 
The following criteria are recommended for prioritizing projects in 

the forthcoming Capital Improvement Plan. Projects that meet one or 

more of the following criteria are the highest priorities: 

 Land acquisition: There are several areas of planned 

development in Camas, including north of Lacamas Lake, and 

towards the northern and western edges of the city. The 

acquisition of land is critical to providing for future park and 

recreation needs. 

 Preservation of natural open space, especially sites providing 

connections: Camas residents place a high value on protecting 

the community’s natural resources. Preserving open space 

through land acquisition, easements, and natural resource 

restoration is important to maintaining an Open Space 

Network with integrity. 

 Trail development and development of trail support facilities: 

Trail-related activities are some of the most popular forms of 

recreation in Camas, and trails also provide a means for 

residents to experience the city’s natural resources. 

Completing the trail network and developing trail support 

facilities will facilitate participation in these highly desired 

activities. 

 Development of new parks in underserved and developing 

areas: Camas has a well-developed park system. However, 

some areas of the city are underserved by parks and 

recreation facilities, and some residents perceive an 

imbalance in the level of services between older parks in 

established neighborhoods with new parks in new growth 

areas. Maintaining equity in the park system is a community 

priority, so that all residents have similar access to parks and 

facilities. 

 Development of indoor recreation space/aquatic facilities: 

Community members have expressed a need for indoor 

recreation space and aquatic facilities for many years, and 

needs assessment results have also indicated a need for these 

types of facilities.  

 Upgrading existing parks: Bringing existing parks up to 

current standards and providing additional facilities at 

existing sites will increase equity in park system and make 

efficient use of land.  
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7.3 Funding Sources 

The tables on the following pages present potential financing and 

funding sources for acquiring, developing, and maintaining parks, 

natural open space, trails, and other recreational areas. The sources 

are listed in no particular order. 

Table 7.2 
Potential Public and Government Financing Sources 

 
Source Description 

General Fund This is the City’s primary source for operating 
revenue. Most of this revenue comes from taxes 
levied on property and the sale of merchandise 
within the City’s boundary.  

 

Real Estate Excise 
Tax (REET) 

 

Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) is a tax levied on all 
real estate sales and is levied against the full value 
of the property. Camas is allowed under the statutes 
to levy 0.5% in addition to the State of Washington 
tax. These funds can only be used for projects 
identified in the Capital Facilities Plan Element of the 
City’s Comprehensive Plan. Camas has extensively 
used REET funds to fund park projects.  

Park Impact Fees Park Impact Fees are fees imposed on new 
development to pay for capital projects required to 
accommodate the impacts of development on the 
City’s infrastructure.  

General Obligation 
Bond 

These are voter-approved bonds paid off by an 
assessment placed on real property. The money may 
only be used for capital improvements. This property 
tax is levied for a specified period of time (usually 
15-20 years). Passage requires approval by 60%. 
Major disadvantages of this funding option are the 
voter approval requirement and the interest costs.  

Revenue Bonds These bonds are sold and paid for from the 
revenue produced from the operation of a facility. 
The City does not have any recreational facilities 
funded in this manner. However, this funding source 
would be especially applicable for development of a 
new indoor recreation center or sports field complex. 

Metropolitan Park 
District 

A special tax district, authorized under RCW 
35.61.210, with a board of park commissioners 
could take over part or all of park ownership and 
operations. This would be funded by a levy of up to 
$0.75/1000 of property value. 
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Source Description 

Donations The donation of labor, land, or cash by service 
agencies, private groups or individuals is a popular 
way to raise small amounts of money for specific 
projects. One common example is a service club, 
such as Kiwanis, Lions or Rotary, funding 
playground improvements.  

Exchange of 
Property 

If the City has an excess parcel of land with some 
development value, it could be traded for private 
land more suitable for park use.  

 

Joint Public/Private 
Partnership 

This concept has become increasingly popular for 
park and recreation agencies. The basic approach is 
for a public agency to enter into a working 
agreement with a private corporation to help fund, 
build, and/or operate a public facility. Generally, 
the three primary incentives a public agency can 
offer are free land to place a facility (usually a 
park or other parcel of public land), certain tax 
advantages, and access to the facility. While the 
public agency may have to give up certain 
responsibilities or control, it is one way of obtaining 
public facilities at a lower cost.  

Lifetime Estates This is an agreement between the City and a land 
owner, where the City acquires the property but 
gives the owner the right to live on the site after the 
property transfer. 

Certificates of 
Participation 

This is a lease-purchase approach where the City 
sells Certificates of Participation (COPs) to a lending 
institution. The City then pays the loan off from 
revenue produced by the facility or from its general 
operating budget. The lending institution holds title to 
the property until the COPs are repaid. This 
procedure does not require a vote of the public. 

Exactions Costs of necessary public improvements are passed 
onto the adjacent landowners through the 
development agreement process.  

 
 

The primary source of park and recreation grant funding in the State 

of Washington is the Washington State Recreation and Conservation 

Office (RCO). The RCO is responsible for administering a wide 

variety of public funds, and also provides technical assistance, policy 

development and prepares statewide plans on trails, boating facilities, 

habitat preservation, and off-road vehicles. There are some 

additional grants available through other programs. 
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Table 7.3 
Public/Government Grant Programs 

 
Source Description 

Boating Facilities 
Program 

This grant program is funded by boaters’ gasoline 
taxes and administered by the RCO. Projects eligible 
under this program include acquisition, development, 
planning, and renovation projects associated with 
launching ramps, transient moorage, and upland 
support facilities. Grants are distributed on an annual 
basis and require a minimum of 25 percent matching 
funds by a local agency. 

National 
Recreational Trail 
Program 

This program is funded from federal gasoline taxes 
attributed to recreation on non-gasoline tax-supported 
roads and administered by the RCO. Grants fund 
maintenance and rehabilitation of recreational trails 
that provide a “backcountry experience” and for 
safety and environmental protection programs. 20 
percent of the funding for a project must come from 
the application sponsor in the form of cash, bond, or 
an approved contribution of labor and or materials.  

Land and Water 
Conservation Fund 

This is a federal grant program that receives its 
money from offshore oil leases. The money is 
distributed through the National Park Service and is 
administered locally by the RCO. In the past, this was 
one of the major sources of grant money for local 
agencies. In the current proposed federal budget 
(2014), a small amount of money has been allocated 
to this program. The funds can be used for 
acquisition and development of outdoor facilities and 
require a 50% match.  

Nonhighway & 
Off-Road Vehicle 
Activities Program 

RCO-administered grants in this program are funded 
by off-road vehicle (ORV) gasoline tax and a small 
portion of ORV permits. Funds can be used for 
acquisition, development maintenance, and 
management of opportunities for ORVs, hikers, 
equestrians, bicyclists, and other users of non-highway 
roads.  

Washington 
Wildlife and 
Recreation 
Program 

This program is administered by the RCO. There are 
two accounts under this program: 1) Habitat 
Conservation; and 2) Outdoor Recreation. Projects 
eligible under this program include acquisition and 
development of parks, water access sites, trails, critical 
wildlife habitat, natural areas, and urban wildlife 
habitat. Applicants must provide a minimum of a 50 
percent non-RCO match. Local park projects have 
maximum requests of $300,000 for development and 
$500,000 for acquisition costs. There are no 
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Source Description 

maximum request levels in the following categories: 
urban wildlife habitat, trails, and water access. 

Youth Athletic Fund The Youth Athletic Fund is a grant program designed 
to provide funding for new, improved, and better 
maintained outdoor athletic facilities serving youth and 
communities. This program was established by State 
Statute (RCW 79A.25.800-830) as part of the State 
Referendum 48, which provided funding for the 
Seattle Seahawks Stadium. The program is 
administered by the RCO and applicants must provide 
matching funds of at least 50 percent.  

Conservation 
Futures Open 
Space Program 

A land acquisition program intended to preserve and 
enhance environmentally sensitive properties. Projects 
can be submitted by the County, Cities, and Towns 
for review by a citizen-based advisory committee. The 
Board of Clark County Commissioners makes final 
funding decisions based on the prioritization of this 
committee. The program is funded by a 6-1/4 cent 
per thousand dollar of property tax assessment in 
Clark County. This program has funded a series of 
natural open space acquisitions in Camas. 

Aquatic Land 
Enhancement 
Account 

This program is administered by the RCO and 
supports the purchase, improvement, or protection of 
and access to aquatic lands for public purposes. 
Grant applications are reviewed once every two years 
for this program. Applicants must provide a minimum 
of a 50 percent match. 

Community 
Development Block 
Grants (CDBG) 

These grants from the Federal Department of Housing 
and Urban Development are available for a wide 
variety of projects. Most are used for projects in 
lower income areas of the community because of 
funding rules. Grants can cover up to 100% of 
project costs. Since 1985, Clark County has 
administered over one million dollars annually through 
a competitive proposal process.  

U.S. Fish and 
Wildlife Service 
(USFW) 

USFW may provide technical assistance and 
administer funding for projects related to water quality 
improvement through debris and habitat/vegetation 
management, watershed management and stream 
bank erosion, and sediment deposition projects.  
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Other potential sources for implementation are included in Table 7.4. 

Table 7.4 
Other Potential Sources 

 
Source Description 

Partnerships The City could consider developing partnerships with 
other jurisdictions, agencies, or non-profit service 
providers to implement projects identified in the plan. 
Some potential partners include the YMCA, Boys and 
Girls Club, private sport groups, neighborhood 
organizations, Clark County, and the City of 
Washougal. 

Private Land Trusts Private land trusts, such as the Trust for Public Land, 
Inc. and the Nature Conservancy will acquire and 
hold land for eventual acquisition by a public agency. 

Private Grants and 
Foundations 

Private grants and foundations provide money for a 
wide range of projects, targeted to the foundation’s 
specific mission. A number of foundations do not 
provide grants to governments, and grants are difficult 
to find and equally difficult to secure because of the 
open competition.  

Shared Facilities In some situations other services provided in the City, 
or private utilities, may be able to share the cost of 
improvements that would benefit the park, recreation, 
and open space system. One example is utility 
corridors; in many cases, land used for water or 
power lines may make an excellent trail corridor. In 
this situation, the utility may pay to develop a service 
road that can also serve as a trail.  
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7.4 Proposed Short Term Financing Strategy 

Capital improvements to the Camas Park, Recreation, and Open 

Space system have been funded by a combination of funding sources. 

The strategy has been to create a mix of sources that allows the City 

to add capacity to serve growing residential areas, as well as to add 

important facilities when specific funding is available. The categories 

of funding sources recommended for this plan are:  

 General Fund. While the General Fund is not a major source 

for trail and open space capital improvements, the City does 

use some general funds for these projects.  

 Impact Fees. With economic recovery in progress, the speed of 

new development, particularly in the expanded city limits 

north of Lacamas Lake, will increase. Camas receives impact 

fees paid by new development for park, trail, and open space 

improvements that increase capacity in the system.  

 REET. The Real Estate Excise Tax (REET) is a major source of 

park, trail, and open space funding in Camas. The City has 

used REET funding strategically to match grants and complete 

larger projects.  

 Grants. This includes grants, primarily through the State of 

Washington’s Recreation and Conservation Office (RCO). 

 Capital Measure. The City of Camas will need to refer a bond 

or park district measure to the voters to raise additional 

capital resources to fund the acquisition and development of 

the largest projects (particularly the future community center 

and pool) recommended in this plan.  

 Other. This includes other sources of revenue, such as 

donations, costs paid by utility funds and partner 

organizations.  
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The projected amount for each category of funding, for the next six 

years, is outlined in Table 7.5. 

Table 7.5 
2014-2021 Proposed Financing Strategy 

 

Funding Source
Annualized  
Amount 

6-Year  
Total 

General Fund $25,000 $150,000 

Impact Fees $900,000 $5,400,000 

REET $400,000 $2,400,000 

Grants $1,000,000 $6,000,000 

Capital Measure $4,000,000 $24,000,000 

Other $108,300 $650,000 

Total $6,430,000 $38,600,000 

The majority of this financial projection is fairly conservative, using 

funding types and amounts that are similar to the actual 

expenditures of the last several years (for impact fees, REET and 

Grants). Impact fee income may cover a larger portion of the cost of 

improvements depending on the outcomes of a reevaluation of the 

fee to account for the large undeveloped area north of Lacamas Lake. 

The General Fund is assumed to contribute to the planning and 

management studies that will be an important (but small) part of the 

CIP projects. The largest line in the financing strategy table is a 

potential capital measure to fund the new community center and key 

major investments in existing park sites.  

7.5 Proposed Six-Year Capital Improvement 
Plan 

Applying the project priorities and the available funding to the 

complete project list creates a short list of projects that can be 

completed and funded in the next six year period. The proposed 

Capital Improvement Plan (CIP) for parks, recreation and open space 

should be used to prioritize projects into the City-wide CIP process. 

This will ensure that parks and recreation-related projects can be 

evaluated against other department projects and available resources 

during the City’s six-year budget process. 
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The six-year CIP for parks, recreation and open space is presented in 

Table 7.6 on page 7-12. In addition to an estimated planning level 

cost for each project, each applicable funding source has been 

indicated. Projects have not been assigned specific funding sources, 

recognizing the flexibility of funding that has served Camas well in 

the past.  

Park Development 

Three new neighborhood parks are included in the six-year CIP to 

serve residential areas in the west and central portions of Camas. The 

budget for development of Ash Creek and Ostensen Canyon Parks has 

been adjusted to reflect higher costs and a more complete build-out 

necessary before turning to developing new parks north of Lacamas 

Lake. The third park is a very small site, East Hillside Park (also know 

as Drewfs Farm), which is being developed with amenities 

specifically targeted for the adjacent residents. The development of a 

sports field complex (at the most practical site) will enhance the 

City’s capacity to support competitive sports.  

Park Upgrades 

Enhancements at several specific sites, Fallen Leaf Lake, Crown Park 

and Louis Bloch, as well as the replacement of aging facilities such as 

playgrounds, will increase the capacity of existing parks to meet the 

needs of current and future Camas residents. 

Park Land Acquisition 

Looking to the future, an allowance for land acquisition will be 

focused on the expansion of the system to the north of Lacamas Lake.  

Major Recreation Facilities 

The priority for indoor recreation facilities is to move forward with 

the community recreation center to replace the aging pool and 

community center. This will be a major undertaking that should be 

initiated as soon as possible to meet the community desire for access 

to aquatics in Camas. The time required to fund and complete the 

new recreation center will result in the need for some additional 

investment in the existing Camas Community Center and Crown 

Park pool.  
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Trail System Development 

The ongoing investment in trail linkages should continue over the 

next six year period with two focused efforts. The first is to convert 

the existing Leadbetter Road to complete a loop of Lacamas Lake. The 

second is to finish a continuous north to south connection across the 

city, possibly at trail T-1. 

Open Space Acquisition 

In addition to continuing to acquire (on an opportunity basis) land to 

fill in the Open Space Concept, the City should conduct an 

assessment of the natural resources within existing open space lands. 

This assessment will serve as a baseline for targeting maintenance to 

the highest value areas.  

Additional funding for the largest of these projects, as well as the 

ongoing maintenance and operation of the system, will likely require 

voter approval. To prepare for this, the City should begin a public 

information campaign to ensure that the community is well educated 

about the benefits of the parks, recreation and open space system and 

the planned improvements.  
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Proposed Six-Year Capital Improvement Plan 
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Park Development                  

Ash Creek Park NP-10 $1,750,000 Master Plan and development of 
new park.        

Ostenson Canyon NP-14 $2,500,000 Develop according to site master 
plan        

East Hillside Park (Drewfs Farm) NP-15 $400,000 Ongoing development of new 
park.        

Proposed Sports Complex 
SU-5, 
SU-13, 
TBD 

$2,500,000
First phase of field and site 
improvements for a sports 
complex to serve the community. 

      

Park Development Subtotal   $7,150,000              

Park Upgrades                  

Fallen Leaf Lake Park 
SU-3, 
SU-4 $2,000,000

New entrance road, parking, 
primitive trail enhancement and 
hand boat launch. 

      

Crown Park NP-6 $150,000
Master plan for the site laying 
out a future after the end of 
the pool’s life. 

      

Louis Bloch Park NP-5 $500,000 Playing field enhancements       

Major Capital Improvements Various $450,000
6-Year total, increased from 
past assumptions to allow for 
increased size of the system. 

    
 

 

Park Upgrade Subtotal   $3,100,000              

Park Land Acquisition                  

Acquisition Allowance Various $4,500,000

6-Year total, assumes an 
acceleration of acquisition 
necessary to expand the system 
north of Lacamas Lake. 
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Major Recreation Facilities                  

Future Community Center SU-8 $24,000,000 Develop indoor community 
recreation and aquatics center.       

Camas Community Center SU-9 $500,000
Invest in existing facility to 
stabilize indoor recreation 
opportunities. 

      

Crown Park Pool NP-6 $300,000
Sustain functionality while 
proceeding with new community 
center 

      

Major Recreation Facilities Subtotal   
$24,800,000

             

Trail System Development                  

Retrofit Leadbetter Road for Trail Use T-3 $350,000
First phase of modifications to 
create a loop of Lacamas Lake 
using Leadbetter Road  

    
 

 

Complete North-South Trail Corridor  T-1 $400,000 Allowance for filling gaps 
connecting north to south.       

Trail and Trailhead Acquisition and 
Development Various $1,200,000

6-Year total, continuing the 
annual allowance for 
opportunity based acquisition. 

      

Trail System Development Subtotal   $1,950,000        
 

Open Space Acquisition                  

Open Space Acquisition Various $1,500,000
6-Year total, continuing the 
annual allowance for 
opportunity based acquisition. 

    
 

 

Open Space Network Resource Assessment Various $100,000

Inventory and develop 
management strategies for the 
Permanent Open Space 
Network. 
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Open Space Subtotal   $1,600,000        

Capital Improvement Plan Total  $38,600,000        
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7.6 Call to Action 

The City of Camas has remained committed to its parks, recreation 

and open space system. Following guidance of the 2007 Parks, 

Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan, the City has made 

several accomplishments such as completion of the Lacamas Lake 

Lodge, additions to the trail system and acquisition of new open 

spaces. With adoption of this Plan, the City reconfirms its support for 

a high quality system, through a variety of new and improved places 

and opportunities for residents and visitors.  

The future system will require reinvestment into existing parks and 

recreation facilities in established neighborhoods. At the same time, 

the City should continue to plan for new recreation facilities such as 

the indoor recreation center and pool, and new and expanded sports 

fields. Planned growth north of Lacamas Lake will require a major 

expansion of the park system, through new and interconnected parks 

and trails. Building on the legacy of its existing system, new trails and 

trailheads will be needed that offer safe and efficient connections 

between parks and neighborhoods. The continued protection of 

natural areas and water resources should also be a focus, through the 

guidance of the open space concept and supporting goals and 

policies. 

During development of this Plan the community has expressed strong 

support for the future parks, recreation and open space system. With 

adequate resources and the continued dedication of City leadership, 

staff and community partners, Camas can continue to build and 

sustain these valued resources.  
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Washington 



 
 

 

Questionnaire Results Summary 
Available online at www.cityofcamas.us 
Also available on paper at community facilities and events in Camas. 
September 25 - October 25, 2013 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive (PROS) Plan Update 
process combines technical analysis with the input of the community to set a 
direction for the future of the system. This process is designed to ensure that the 
planning team gathers the input necessary to develop a Master Plan that is 
technically sound, rooted in the needs of the community and implementable.  
 
The questionnaire is a key tool for broadening participation and validating the input 
received via the community intercept events. Of all of the planned activities, the 
questionnaire provides the most flexibility both for the respondent (by allowing 
them to provide input on their own schedule and giving open-ended opportunities 
to say whatever needs to be said) and for the planning team (questionnaires are 
available in multiple forms and are easily distributed, with self-entry allowing for 
large numbers of respondents at a low cost). In total, there were 230 completed 
questionnaires provided both online and on paper. This comprises 184 fully 
completed and 46 partially completed questionnaires. 
 
This summary provides the results of the questionnaire, and includes comparisons 
with the adult statistically valid survey conducted between November 2005 and 
January 2006 for the City’s 2007 PROS Plan Update. Many of the questions posed 
on the most recent questionnaire are based on the 2005/2006 survey in an effort to 
compare and contrast changes in public opinion over time. Appendix A provides 
results of the open ended responses.  

Data Limitations 
This questionnaire is self-selecting and therefore not random. The results cannot be 
generalized to the entire population of Camas with any statistical validity. However, 
as an opportunity for input, the responses provide useful feedback in helping to 
guide the direction of the PROS Plan update. No one public involvement activity is 
intended to find “the answer” from the public; rather, the themes that emerge from 
multiple activities will be used as guiding direction for the analysis and 
recommendations in the Plan. 
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Percentages 
In order to capture the maximum number of results, all percentages in the tables 
below are calculated based on the total number of respondents who were presented 
the question. This number shifts due to partially completed surveys. Further, in the 
case of questions allowing multiple responses, the percentage is not based on the 
sum of the answers indicated but rather the number of respondents.  

I. Respondent Demographics 
Table 1. Question 1a: Do you live work or go to school in Camas? (Please select any 
that apply) 

Answer Count Percentage 
I live in Camas. 168 82%
I work or go to school in Camas. 24 12%
 
 Four of every five respondents reported that they live in Camas, while one in 

every ten respondents reported that they work or go to school in Camas.  
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Figure 1. Question 1b: Where do you live? (Drag and drop the pin to the desired 
location. You may also right click on the map to move the pin.) 

 

 
Figure 1: Where do you live in Camas? 
 
 Based on responses to the “where do you live in Camas” question, most areas of 

the city were generally well represented. Noticeable concentrations of 
respondents include western Camas along NW Pacific Rim Dr., along the west 
shore of Lacamas Lake, eastern Camas along NW Everett St, near Crown Park 
and Downtown. These locations generally correspond to predominantly 
residential areas of the city.  
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Table 2. Question 2: If you live in Camas, how long have you lived here?  
(Please select one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
3 years or less 42 20%
4-6 years 46 22%
7-10 years 35 17%
11-19 years 41 20%
20+ years 22 10%
I don’t live in Camas. 11 5%
No answer 13 6%
 
 More than half of respondents (57%) have lived in Camas for 10 years or less. 

One in five respondents has lived in Camas for three years or less, while one in 
ten has lived in Camas for 20 years or more.  

II. Parks 
Figure 2. Question 6: How frequently do you visit the following Camas parks in 
season? (For each row, select the one option in the column that best describes how 
often you visit that park.) 

 
Figure 2: How frequently do you visit the following Camas parks in season? 
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 “Natural open space and trails” was the type of park in Camas that respondents 
reported visiting most frequently (when in season), followed by “developed” 
parks, and “school playgrounds and indoor facilities.” The top two choices are 
the same as the top two responses from the 2005/2006 survey. 

 Crown Park Swimming Pool and Camas Community Center were the parks that 
respondents reported visiting least frequently. This is the same outcome as 
responses from the 2005/2006 survey.   

 

Table 3. Question 7: What are the primary reasons that you use parks in Camas? 
(Please check your top 2 choices) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Enjoy the outdoors or nature 120 59%
Walk or bike for exercise 100 49%
Participate in family activities 53 26%
Play sports 38 19%
Picnic and general leisure activities 30 15%
Use a specific facility at a park 22 11%
Attend special events/concerts/movies 13 6%
Meet friends 8 4%
Don’t use parks 3 1%
 

 The top three reasons that respondents reported using parks in Camas are to 
enjoy the outdoors or nature, to walk or bike for exercise and to participate in 
family activities. 

 

Table 4. Question 8: If you seldom use or do not use the parks in Camas, what are your 
reasons? (Please check your top 2 choices) 

Answer Count Percentage 
None of the above 61 30%
Don’t know what’s available 15 7%
Not interested/No time 12 6%
Lack of facilities 13 6%
Too far away/not conveniently located 6 3%
Don’t know where they are 7 3%
Feel unsafe 2 1%
Poorly maintained 3 1%
Too crowded 3 1%
Do not have transportation 0 0%
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 Respondents’ most common reasons for seldom or never using parks in Camas 
are none [of the options], not knowing what’s available, a lack of time or interest 
and lack of facilities.  

 The top responses for the 2005/2006 survey were “not interested/no time,” 
followed by not knowing what’s available.  

 

Table 5. Question 9: How would you rate the general upkeep and maintenance of the 
existing parks in Camas? (Please check only one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Good 95 46%
Excellent 71 35%
Adequate 21 10%
No answer 10 5%
Ok 5 2%
Don’t Know 2 1%
Poor 1 0%
 
 More than 80% of respondents rated the general upkeep and maintenance of 

the existing parks in Camas as good or excellent, reflecting relatively broad 
approval of existing maintenance strategies. This is the same opinion as 
identified from the 2005/2006 survey. 

 

Table 6. Question 10: How would you rate the importance of natural open space to 
the community? (Please check only one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Very important 151 74%
Important 34 17%
Somewhat important 6 3%
Not at all important 2 1%
Don’t Know 2 1%
Not very important 1 0%
No answer 9 4%
 
 Ninety-three percent of respondents consider natural open space to be 

important or very important. This is slightly greater than the 2005/2006 survey 
results, where approximately 87% of respondents considered natural open 
space to be important or very important.    
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Table 7. Question 11: How should natural areas be used? (Please select one choice) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Combination of the above 80 39%
Limited public use (trails, viewpoints, 
etc.) 46 22%
Depends on the site 41 20%
Semi-active recreational use 
(picnicking, playgrounds, etc.) 27 13%
No public use (preserved for wildlife 
habitat) 2 1%
No answer 9 4%
 
 Respondents generally expressed support for public use of natural areas. They 

most frequently favored allowing a combination of uses, including preservation, 
trails/viewpoints and more active recreational uses. These outcomes are similar 
to those found in the 2005/2006 survey.  
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Figure 3. Question 12: How often do you participate in recreation activities in Camas 
or elsewhere? The following list shows the most popular activities identified during 
the 2007 Plan Update. (For each activity in which you participate, please select the 
response that most closely represents how often you participate when the activity is in 
season.) 

 
Figure 3: How often do you participate in recreation activities in Camas or 
elsewhere? 
 

 This graph reflects the frequency at which respondents tend to participate in 
each type of activity. Frequency of participation can be affected by factors such 
as level of interest; local availability of facilities, programs and events; physical 
ability; gear and equipment required; cost and convenience. To generate a 
participation score for each activity, each “almost daily” response was given 5 
points, each “4 times a week” response was given 4 points, each “3 times a 
week” response was given 3 points, each “2 times a week” response was given 
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2 points, each “1 time a week or less” response was given 1 point, and each “no 
response” was given 0 points. 

III. Recreation Programs and Special Events 
 
Figure 4: Question 13: Select the 5 activities you would like to do most. The following 
list shows the most popular activities identified during the 2007 Plan Update. Assume 
you have the time, money, and transportation to do whichever 5 activities you want. 

 
Figure 4: Select the 5 activities you would like to do most. 
 
 This graph reflects the percent of respondents who included each activity as one 

of the five they would most like to do, regardless of obstacles. Walking for 
pleasure and nature walks were the top two activities in both this question and 
the preceding question.  

 According to outcomes of the 2005/2006 survey, the top five activities were 
walking for pleasure, bicycling for pleasure, nature walks, fairs and festivals and 
golf.  
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Table 9. Question 14: Do you participate in recreation, cultural, senior or sports 
programs offered by the City of Camas? 

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
Yes (Y) 95 50% 41% 

No (N) 70 37% 59% 

No answer 26 14% NA 

 
 Approximately half of respondents indicated that they participate in programs 

offered by the City of Camas. This is greater than the 41% who responded 
similarly in 2005/2006. 

 
Table 10. Question 15: If you participated in services and programs offered by the City 
of Camas, how did you learn about them? (Please select all that apply) 

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
From the City's program guide 60 31% 33% 

Website/Facebook 54 28% 4% 

From friends or word of mouth 48 25% 25% 

Information distributed at schools 41 21% 15% 

Posters/Flyers/Banners 37 19% 11% 

From the local newspaper 27 14% 18% 

 
 Almost a third of respondents indicated that the City’s program guide is one of 

the sources from which they learn about programs. The next most popular 
sources of information are websites, followed by word of mouth.  

 The totals for the City’s program guide and “from friends or work of mouth” are 
nearly the same as outcomes from the 2005/2006 survey. However, there were 
more respondents who used website/Facebook, information distributed at 
schools and posters/flyers/banners in 2013. Though Facebook was not an option 
in the 2005/2006 survey, only four percent found out about services and 
programs through the website compared to 28% today.  
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Table 11. Question 16: If you do not participate in recreation or sports programs 
offered by the City of Camas, what are your reasons? (Please select all that apply) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Too busy/no time 41 21%
Don't have activities I'm interested in 27 14%
Not aware of programs 26 14%
Held at inconvenient times 14 7%
Need child care in order to participate 8 4%
Held at inconvenient locations 7 4%
Poor quality of programs 6 3%
Too expensive 6 3%
Classes or programs are full 0 0%
Lack of transportation 0 0%
 
 Respondents’ most frequently cited the reason for not participating in programs 

offered by the City is a lack of time. The next most frequent reason is a lack of 
activities that hold their interest, followed by a lack of awareness of the City’s 
programs. These outcomes are similar to the responses of the 2005/2006 survey.  

 
Table 12. Question 17: What are the most convenient program times for you and 
others in your household? (Please select your top 2 choices) 

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
Weekday evenings 76 40% 33% 
Weekend mornings 55 29% 21% 
Weekend afternoons 49 26% 20% 
Weekday afternoons  46 24% 16% 
Drop-in formats, rather than on-going 
activities 39 20% 22% 
Weekday mornings 35 18% 19% 
Weekend evenings 11 6% 4% 
 
 Respondents indicated that weekday evenings are the most convenient times for 

them to participate in programs, followed by weekend mornings and weekend 
afternoons which are both similar to outcomes of the 2005/2006 survey. 

 Weekend evenings are the least convenient times which is the same outcome as 
the 2005/2006 survey, followed by weekday afternoons. 
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Table 13. Question 18: What additional recreation programs do you feel Camas should 
offer? (Please select all that apply) 

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
Outdoor/Environmental programs 75 39% 21% 
Special events (concerts in the park, 
festivals, movies) 69 36% 44% 
Aquatic programs 64 34% 21% 
General interest classes (music lessons, 
computers) 60 31% 26% 
Arts (drama, painting, etc.) 53 28% 19% 
Drop-in activities 50 26% 21% 
Fitness classes (aerobics, yoga, etc.) 49 26% 27% 
Sports (Baseball, Ultimate Frisbee) 44 23% 18% 
Before and after school programs 40 21% 15% 
No additional programs are needed 23 12% 14% 
 
 Respondents were most enthusiastic about Camas offering additional 

outdoor/environmental programs, special events and aquatic programs. 

 The most popular responses for the 2005/2006 survey were special events, 
fitness classes and general interest classes.  

 
Table 14. Question 19: Which groups are underserved by current recreation services? 
(Please select your top 2 choices) 

Answer Count Percentage 
All groups are served adequately 45 24%
Middle school youth 31 16%
Adults 30 16%
High school youth 26 14%
Preschoolers 20 10%
Families 19 10%
People with disabilities 16 8%
Elementary youth 14 7%
Seniors 13 7%
People from diverse cultures 5 3%
 
 Almost a quarter of respondents indicated that they feel all groups are served 

adequately by the City’s current recreation system, making this the most popular 
response. This was also the top response from the 2005/2006 survey.  

 The two groups most frequently cited as being underserved are middle school 
youth and adults. This is slightly different from the top two responses of the 
2005/2006 survey which were adults (15%) and seniors (12%). 
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Table 15. Question 20: What role should the City assume in organized youth sports 
and sports facilities? (Please select one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Develop and maintain sports fields (City’s 
current role) 

99 52% 

Develop and maintain sports fields and 
manage/develop sports leagues 

42 22% 

Not be involved in organized youth sports 9 5% 
Develop sports fields only and leave 
maintenance to private groups 

8 4% 

No answer 33 17% 
 
 More than half of respondents indicated that the City’s role in organized youth 

sports should remain its current role—to develop and maintain sports fields. 
About one fifth of respondents believe that the City’s role should expand to 
include developing and managing sports leagues. These responses are similar to 
those of the 2005/2006 survey.  

IV. Future Improvements 
Table 16. Question 21: How would you rate the recreation activities and programs 
provided by the City of Camas? (Please select one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Very Good.  There are several opportunities to do 
many of the recreation activities and programs I enjoy. 61 32% 
Satisfactory.  There are some opportunities to do the 
recreation activities and programs I enjoy. 58 30% 
Not sure.  I don’t know what is offered. 23 12% 
Excellent.  There are many opportunities to do all or 
most of the recreation activities and programs I enjoy. 15 8% 
Not very good.  There are a few opportunities to do 
the recreation activities and programs I enjoy. 8 4% 
Totally inadequate.  There are no opportunities to do 
any of the recreation activities and programs I enjoy. 4 2% 
No answer 22 12% 
 
 About a third of respondents rated the City’s recreation activities and programs 

as very good. Almost the same number responded with the rating of satisfactory. 
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Table 17. Question 22: How can the Camas park system be improved? (Please select 
your top 2 choices)  

Answer Count Percentage 
Building major new facilities, such 
as pools or community centers 66 36%
Maintaining existing parks and 
facilities 59 32%
Developing new parks 57 31%
Upgrading existing parks 47 26%
Acquiring land for future parks 43 23%
Acquiring natural areas 36 20%
  
 Respondents were most enthusiastic about improving the Camas parks system 

by building major facilities, such as pools or community centers.  

 Respondents also indicated that maintaining existing parks and facilities and 
developing new parks are ways to improve the park system.  

 They were least enthusiastic about acquiring natural areas. This result appears to 
contradict the results of question 6, 7, 10 and 12, which indicate that natural 
areas are a top priority for the public, but may reflect a public opinion that the 
natural areas already owned by the city should take priority over acquiring 
additional lands. 
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Figure 5. Question 23: If funding were available, which of the following facilities 
should have the highest priority in Camas? (Please select your top 2 choices)  
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Figure 5: If funding were available, which of the following facilities should have the 
highest priority in Camas? 
  
 Reflecting the results of question 22, respondents indicated that building an 

indoor pool and a multi-purpose indoor facility should be the highest priority for 
the City parks system, if funding were available. While the 2005/2006 survey 
results for these choices were slightly lower, they were still among the top three 
responses.   

 A citywide trail system also ranked highly which was the top choice of the 
2005/2006 survey.  

 Community gardens, more picnic areas and more outdoor courts were the least 
prioritized facilities according to responses which is similar to results of the 
2005/2006 survey.  
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Table 18. Question 24: What facilities would you most like to see in an indoor 
recreation center? (Please select your top 2 choices)  

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
Indoor swimming pool 117 64% 49% 
Multi-use gymnasium 61 33% 30% 
Weight room/fitness room 38 21% 17% 
Aerobics/exercise classrooms 27 15% 15% 
Space for teen activities 24 13% 14% 
Large multi-purpose/reception 
room 14 8% 11% 
  
 Respondents would most like to see an indoor swimming pool in a new 

recreation facility, followed by a multi-use gymnasium and a weight/fitness 
room. These were the top three choices according to the 2005/2006 survey and 
these results reflect responses from the two previous questions.  

 

Figure 6. Question 25: The Crown Park pool is aging and has outlasted its intended 
lifespan. Which option is best for the future of the pool? (Please select one)  
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Figure 6: Which option is best for the future of the pool? 
  
 The largest percentage of respondents (28%) feel that providing an indoor pool 

at another location is the best course of action for dealing with the aging Crown 
Park Pool.  

 About 25% feel that the current pool should be repaired, and 23% feel that a 
new pool should be built on the Crown Park site. 
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Table 19. Question 26: Existing sports fields are heavily used and the City will have to 
consider field scheduling. Should the City require a fee for organized sports teams to 
help cover the cost of field scheduling and maintenance? (Please select one) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Definitely 71 39%
Not sure/need more information 58 32%
Maybe 33 18%
No (City would be required to find 
funding elsewhere) 10 5%
No answer 12 7%
  
 A majority (58%) of respondents indicated that they definitely do support or 

may support the City charging a fee for organized teams to use City maintained 
and managed sports fields. 

 Conversely, only 5% responded negatively to this question.  

V. Trails 
Table 20. Question 27: What type of trails/pathways should have the highest priority 
in Camas? (Please select your top 2 choices) 

 2013 2005/2006 
Answer Count Percentage Percentage 
Trails that link neighborhoods with 
community destinations 83 45% 36%
Trails that link with other existing trails 66 36% 36%
Nature trails (pedestrians only) 65 35% 34%
Paved trails for walking, biking, etc. 61 33% 36%
Trails that extend long distances (5+ miles) 41 22% 19%
Trails designed for mountain biking 9 5% NA
None of the above 2 1% NA

 

 Respondents indicated a high priority for creating connectivity in Camas’ trail 
system, both by linking neighborhoods with community destinations (45%) and 
by linking new trails to existing trails (36%).  

 Similarly, results of the 2005/2006 also placed a high priority on trails and 
respondents identified the same top three trail/pathway types as respondents 
chose for the questionnaire.  
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Table 21. Question 28: If you do not currently use pathways or trails in Camas, what 
are your primary reasons? (Please select your top 2 choices) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Lack of trails and connections 17 9% 
Don’t know where they are located 17 9% 
Feel unsafe 13 7% 
Too far away, not conveniently located 5 3% 
Conflicts with other types of trail users 4 2% 
Not interested in using trails 4 2% 
Poorly maintained 3 2% 
None of the above 37 20% 

 

 Lack of access, connectivity, and awareness of trail locations are indicated as the 
most likely reasons respondents do not use the existing trails in Camas. These 
were the similar responses as chosen in the 2005/2006 survey.  

 
Table 22. Question 29: What are the primary reasons to develop more trails in Camas? 
(Please select your top 2 choices) 

Answer Count Percentage 
Exercise 105 57% 
Experience nature 78 42% 
Recreation 68 37% 
Increase non-motorized transportation options 50 27% 
Improve children’s access to schools 17 9% 
No additional trails are needed 5 3% 

 

 Respondents indicated that the most important reasons to develop more trails in 
Camas are for exercise and to experience nature. 

 



City of Camas Parks, Recreation and Open Space Plan 
 

Community Questionnaire Results  Page 19 

VI. Future Priorities 
Figure 7. Question 30: The City’s existing plan is based on the following nine primary 
goals for the park system. Thinking about the future of this system, please select your 
top two priorities. (Please select your top 2 choices) 

 
Figure 7: The City’s existing plan is based on the following nine primary goals for 
the park system. Thinking about the future of this system, please select your top 
two priorities. 
  
 Respondents highly prioritize the City’s goals to preserve and enhance the 

quality of life of residents, to meet the recreational needs of the community 
through the park system, and to provide a pedestrian and bicyclist trail network. 

 Encouraging cooperation among various partners and agencies, providing 
diverse recreation programs and encouraging public input and involvement 
were the least prioritized goals.  

 

Figure 8. Question 31: Is there anything else that you would like us to know? 

Below are some common themes that emerged in respondents’ comments. All 
responses to this open-ended question are compiled in Appendix A: 
 There is a community desire for the Dref’s Farm park site to be developed. 

 The Firstenburg Community Center in Vancouver is a popular precedent for a 
new indoor recreation facility in Camas. 

 Upkeep of natural areas and use of natural/native materials. 

 Activities geared toward seniors. 
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 Pedestrian/bike trails and paths. 

 Varied public opinion about the existing or future swimming pool.  

 Concern about and increased park areas for off-leash dogs. 

 Development and maintenance of sports fields. 

 
Figure 8: Open Ended Response Word Cloud 

 



 
 
 

 

Appendix A: Questionnaire Open‐ended Responses 
Included below is a complete compilation of open-ended responses and comments 
written in on questionnaire forms for the Camas Community Questionnaire. The 
comments appear unedited to preserve the integrity of the information. Any 
personal information has been omitted. 
 
Question 12: How often do you participate in recreation activities in Camas or 
elsewhere? The following list shows the most popular activities identified during the 
2007 Plan Update. For each activity in which you participate, please select the 
response that most closely represents how often you participate when the activity is in 
season. 

 Volleyball 

 hearing from friends community news 

 Kayaking/canoeing (non-power boating) 

 walking the dog 

 Playing group sport - Ultimate Frisbee 

 dance class 

 Softball 

 Dog Parks!! 

 Tennis 

 organized classes through Parks and Rec 

 
Question 13: Select the 5 activities you would like to do most. The following list shows 
the most popular activities identified during the 2007 Plan Update. Assume you have 
the time, money, and transportation to do whichever 5 activities you want. 

 Kayak or paddleboard 

 Bike riding (training) 

 Volleyball 

 Kayaking/canoeing 

 Tennis 

 Sailing 

 TENNIS 
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 Softball 

 Tennis 

 Dog walks 

 
Question 23: If funding were available, which of the following facilities should have 
the highest priority in Camas? (Please select your top 2 choices)  

 Outdoor pool 

 City land in our neighborhood 

 Community parks that were slated for developments 

 flush-toilet bathrooms in established parks (Crown Park!) 

 Teach people how to do urban permaculture.  See the book "Gaia's Garden" 
by Toby Hemenway. 

 downtown plaza/park 

 Joyce Garver Theater 

 preservation of natural areas 

 NO indoor rec center 

 Park in Drewfs Farm 

 
Question 31: Is there anything else that you would like us to know? 

 I live and work in Washougal but the towns are so close, intermixed.  It 
would be nice if the dike could be extended to the port as that is heavily 
used. I attend lots of activities in Camas and enjoy them. 

 Please maintain the Crown Park Pool. There are many childhood memories 
there. 

 I would love to see the park in Drewf's Farm completed. 

 Thank you for the excellent work that you do. Our quality of life in Camas is 
considerably better because of our parks, open spaces and trails. 

 My family and I live in Drewfs Farm neighborhood on Prune Hill.  We have 
park space and are supposed to have a play structure sometime in the future.  
We have young children and there are many other young families that 
would get tons of use out of the park if it were to be built.  If there is 
anything we as a neighborhood could do to speed up this process we would 
love the advice.  Thank you for all you do. We absolutely love Camas and 
look forward to many years here. 

 Looking for help in developing the park inside Drewfs farm neighborhood, 
it's been sitting for over three years and it would be great to have an 
additional park we could take our family to 
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 We have excellent schools, put the parks do not measure up.  I think we 
needs a facility such as Firstenburg in Camas. 

 Camas needs more trails, especially longer trails for distance 
running/walking. (I love the trails we do have!) Also, I think you could get 
more people to take this survey if it wasn't so long. 

 Please develop Drewf's Farm's park space. There are so many kids who 
would love to use it and it is just a dirt mound right now! 

 I would love to see an 8 foot basketball hoop for younger children.  I don't 
believe there is one in any Camas park.  The tualitin valley parks and rec 
department includes them in many parks and it was a great thing, in my 
opinion.  Great nature parks in Camas! 

 I live in Drewf's Farm where the City of Camas ownes a parcel of land to be 
developed for a city park.  We were told the park will be built in 2013 and 
so far nothing has been done.  I would like to see our tax payer dollars go 
toward the park. 

 Looking forward to a kids park on NW 27th Ave. 

 We live at Drewf's Farm in Camas and we have an open space intended for 
a park.  We feel that this space should receive priority to be developed into a 
park/basketball court since it is the smaller of several lots earmarked for park 
development.  We also would be willing to work with the P&R dept. on 
sharing maintenance for a period of time and we also have an engineer who 
would be willing to do some of the leg work to draft a drawing of the park 
taking some of the burden off the P&R dept. and hopefully reducing the cost 
to put the park in place as well as reduce the ongoing maintenance fees for a 
time.  We have a lot of children in our complex and we feel by developing 
the land now as opposed to later it will serve as an excellent meeting place 
for children and their families to meet and greet and get to know one 
another as well as provide an environment which will encourage much 
needed physical activity. 

 We live in Drewf's Farm and bought our house with the understanding that a 
park would be developed within our community. We live a in very family 
oriented neighborhood where most households have children that would 
use a community play structure daily. It would be a great use of the space 
that has been sitting vacant for the almost four years we have lived here. 

 We feel so blessed to live in Camas and we are grateful for the wonderful 
amenities of this city. The opening of Fallen Leaf and development of the old 
Moose Lodge site are great additions to our city's recreational facilities. 
Thanks for your dedication to constantly improving. 

 The land allocated to a new play ground near Drewfs Farm would be an area 
that many many kids would use. We bought our home because this park was 
to be developed soon. It is very disappointing that is has yet to be started. 
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 Crown Park is a beautiful space, visited by many Camas residents and non-
residents all year round. Camas is put in a bad light when these visitors 
(often with small children) have to use port-a-potties.  Surely we can afford to 
provide modern facilities for park guests. 

 Design parks & facilities with sustainability in mind.  e.g. use mostly native 
plants which require minimal maintenance.  Use self-sustaining eco-lawn 
mixes.  Design play "structures" out of natural materials such as boulders 
and logs.- Seattle is desig 

 I live in the Drewf's Farm community. With so many children in the 
community, we are hopeful that the city's plan for the park in our 
community is under way. The park at Dorothy Fox is usually fenced and 
locked, and other nearby parks are private neighborhood parks. There is a 
need and mass desire for the park project to develop. Thank you for your 
attention. 

 Focus on partnerships with school district(s) and opportunities with private 
parties. The update should evaluate changes in demographics (aging 
population) and consider strategies to not only set aside natural areas but to 
enhance the functions and values of these areas. 

 It seems like the Parks and Recs administration team is not working 
effectively.  I cannot figure it out., but there should be more programs for 
older people in central locations- Hellen Bailer, Liberty, etc... 

 We always use the Vancouver Parks and Rec because it seems to be more 
reliable.  Would love to have a rec facility in Camas! 

 The outdoor experiences in Camas were the major factor in our decision to 
move here from New Mexico 2 1/2 years ago.  Preserving the local natural 
resources, such as the lake trails and parks, will continue to draw more 
retirees and young families to the area. 

 Completion of an all-weather trail circling LaCamas Lake should be a priority 
along with improved parking and trail access.  This would be a real gem and 
unique to the entire area. Also, tying Fallen Leaf Lake Park to LaCamas Lake 
Park (with better pedestrian access between the parks) would leverage these 
two recreational assets. 

 The blackbeerys have overran my yard from the city's greenspace. You need 
to buy goats to keep the greenspaces trimmed back in a ecological manner. 
It will save a huge amount of money while being earth friendly. Team up 
with the local 4H and it will be a win-win scenerio. 

 I think getting rid of the outdoor pool would be an absolute tragedy. It is the 
only outdoor pool in the area and so cherished. Yes, it needs to be updated, 
but I think that the amount people use?would use it, far outweighs the cost. 
In addition, I think that another allocation of money should go to updating 
the playground equipment at Crown Park. I think we need equipment similar 
to Grass Valley. If Crown Park is supposed to be our "main" camas park 
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(near downtown and were many events are held)we really need updated 
equipment and bathroom facilites. I know lots of families that actually live 
downtown will travel up to grass valley to play. I think that is not what we 
want. I have lots of other ideas but will leave it at that as those are my main 
concerns. 

 Forest Home Road needs a pedestrian/bike path really bad. This road should 
be on the priority list when Camas moves forward with planning future 
trails.Also, Camas Parks/Rec Dept does a great job! 

 Priorities:  Camas desperately needs an indoor, accessible, flexible multi-
lane swimming pool.1)  Two indoor swimming pools needed in same facility 
(one multi-lanes-only, one play pool for kids); if only one pool is possible, 
default to a multi-lanes pool which is more flexible; design & construct a 
wheelchair ramp into pool to facilitate broadest spectrum of citizen-users;2)  
Consider putting a horsepower limit on boats on Lacamas Lake to increase 
safety and preserve recreation opportunities for everyone (we've almost been 
run over by speedboats when we were kayaking!);3)More paved nature trails 
are needed to provide recreational access for citizens with disabilities;4) 
Thank you for this opportunity to provide feedback.  We love and appreciate 
the wonderful recreational facilities and events (concerts etc.)Camas 
provides!!! 

 We don't need any more soccer fields.  Indoor tennis and more lit courts 
would be nice too ... just like Lake Oswego.  Thanks! 

 We NEED turf fields for soccer/baseball. Soccer is a huge sport in this area, 
lets give the community some turf/lighted soccer fields that can be used year 
round. We could also use basketball courts as well. Hiking and biking is also 
popular with few choices. 

 I really love the easy access I have to many parks and nature areas close to 
my house. Some of them I won't use by myself (I'm a woman) because the 
paths are narrow and crowded with shrubbery, and it would be too easy to 
be taken by surprise. On the other hand, I love nature walks - just have to 
wait until I have a group to do it with. I think the park service does offer 
some organized walks? I've never participated, but I should look into that. I 
don't subscribe to the paper anymore, so your social media/website info and 
e-mails are the way I follow what's going on with parks. 

 Love the outdoor focus of your kids summer camps! 

 I think the downtown would be vastly improved if we had nearby access 
(walking distance) to the river. It is a shame that fishermen come every year 
to fish the Camas Slough and they don't even have a place to park. I wish 
Haag & Shaw could be enticed to move to a different location so that area 
could be made into a riverfront park. In addition, we need a smaller 
downtown park or plaza so that we don't constantly have to use street 
closures to hold events. 
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 Pedestrians are sometimes overrun by mountain bikers at Lacamas Park--not 
sure how to address this, but perhaps some signage? Off leash dogs are a real 
problem at Lacamas Park. Can animal control do some 
enforcement/education periodically to deter off leash behavior?It would be 
great to label the trail for Woodburn Falls.I would love to see some 
community gardens in Camas, perhaps in conjunction with a senior center, 
school, or dog park. There needs to be better connectivity for pedestrians, 
especially on Everett between downtown and Lacamas Park (and further 
north on Everett) and between the park and the new community center (will 
a sidewalk be added there where it is just shoulder now?)If the SE corner of 
Parker and 38th is ever developed, it needs to have walking trails that 
connect businesses to the Parker Estates neighborhood. There should also be 
pedestrian trails that connect this neighborhood to 38th so that kids could 
walk to school at GVE. It is critical to build pedestrian access into all 
development so that it is easy to walk places. This is a critical public health 
measure for the community. Another area that is in desperate need of a 
sidewalk is the stretch on 38th between Parker and the new construction at 
Fishers Ct/Bybee area. This would allow pedestrian/safe bike connection 
from 192nd shops/restaurants to Parker and Holly Hills neighborhoods. 

 we have tried several camps, usually during summer but they do not tend to 
interest my kids very long and they do not want to repeat them the next year.  
it would be nice to have a camp that didn't feel like it was mostly for 
babysitting purposes, even if it cost more. 

 My family and friends would spend more of our time in Camas if there were 
options (recreation/entertainment) near the river. It's so sad that we are on 
the Columbia and nothing central to Camas is river dependent...except the 
mill. Seems like such a waste of location. 

 The pathways within Lacamas park are lacking maintenance.  Three large 
piles of gravel were placed there over a year ago to be used, I'm guessing, 
on updating the paths and limit erosion - which needed the maintenance at 
that time.  Much erosion is happening and the piles still sit there - 
undistributed/wasted. 

 I appreciate our parks and trails and use them often. We need a community 
pool. We enjoy the Crown Park pool all summer even though we belong to 
a club. In addition to maintaining current parks and fields we need to 
acquire land for future parks. Organizations using the fields should pay for 
use. Thanks for keeping up our parks! 

 I take my grand kids to the parks weekly. I have heard rumors of drug users 
and homeless camps near parks. This makes me concerned. 

 A water playground would be great. I spent this last summer driving to 
various locations in Vancouver and Portland in search of a safe water activity 
for my children. I think that the pool at Lacamas Swim and Sport is an 
adequate and reasonably priced option for the community, so if the crown 
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park pool was retired that space would be a viable location for a water 
playground. 

 The city has property for a park off 24th Ave and Maryland.  I would like to 
see that developed.  The city needs a pool that is open longer, either all 
summer or an indoor year round pool for families. 

 We would love to see more park/nature areas in Camas and less 
residential/commercial growth. We know that parks generally do not 
generate revenue, as residential and commercial do, but they increase the 
quality of life. We are seeing more and more trees and green space areas 
rapidly disappearing. Our fear is that Camas will soon become another 
Vancouver. Please don't let this happen! 

 Firstenburg Center is a great example of a rec center. Camas needs to get on 
board and follow suit!!!!! 

 I love all the trails.  What could I do to help with trail signage, maps and 
connecting existing trails? 

 I wonder if your dept has any say in buffering neighborhoods with natural 
space? If so, this would definitely tie in with #30 & Preserve & enhance the 
quality of life in Camas. 

 To Preserve the quality of life, especially for Lacamas Lake, I'd like to see a 
volunteer water monitoring program established by the city since the County 
has very little funds and involvement in maintaining a program. A localized 
volunteer program for the city of Camas would ensure the lake is monitored 
-- for safety and to possibly help preserve the lake health for future 
generations to enjoy). 

 Allow for parks to be reserved, willing to pay a fee.  The first come first serve 
system does not work.  It is unreliable.  Residents are left having to pay a 
very high fee at private businesses for parties etc, because you cannot risk 
not getting a spot at a park. 

 Recreation programs for families and children are great, and prices are a very 
good value, and at a good point for the average family. Parks are well 
designed and maintained in the area I live in. Loved the program in summer 
2012 encouraging hiking of the different trails, we saw places we had never 
known about before! Really happy with the job you are doing. 

 Camas has lots of trails and parks.  Camas could use an outdoor sports 
complex that could host baseball and soccer tournaments. 

 Would love to see the Crown Park Pool turned into an indoor pool, 
something like a down scaled firstenburg. It would be the icing in the cake 
of a great community already! 

 Lacamas Park is a gem that should be maintained. 

 Thank you for asking...good luck! 
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 I think it is great that Camas has an outdoor pool.  I would love to have an 
indoor pool for exercise and recreation available.  Not sure how to access 
scholarships for activities if families cannot afford them, but I know we have 
kids in our community who would benefit from this! 

 We have a very large population of Special needs kids due to the excellent 
school programs available here, but the only sport program available to them 
is short season soccer and spring baseball.I would very much like to see 
more social activities available for these special kiddos. Basketball, 
swimming courses social activies, maybe even a church program or youth 
group available at their level. 

 Require all sports organizations that use the cities facilities to assist with 
maintaining and enhancing them 

 I wish there could be something done about Camas Little League taking all 
of the fields in Camas.  It is unfair to the Camas kids that live in Camas and 
go to schools in Camas but happen to live a block from the boundary.  This 
is why I checked the "encourage cooperation among various partners and 
agencies".  Thank you. 

 moved here in 1997 because of Lacamas Lake Park ......never regretted that 
decision. 

 Please prioritize developing parks that have been planned for long time near 
neighborhoods that have many children and no park access (ie. park 
designated at Brady and NW 24th Circle)2) Please watch that clear cutting 
doesn't happen for development (ie. Maryland and NW 24th)  Development 
is fine but some natural areas/ trees should have been kept.  This is an ugly 
eyesore for Camas that could have been avoided without loss of beauty, 
wildlife habitat and quality of life.3) Dog park badly needed in Camas 

 We need more off leash dog areas 

 There has been so much development off of Lake road that we no longer 
have a wildlife corridor.  No more cyotes which has resulted in an explosion 
in rabbit population.  The density and lack of connections between trails 
indicates a planning problem between the recreation dept and developers.  
Please try to keep the  "rural" feel in the developed areas of Camas.  Preserve 
the wetlands and encourage people to see them for the urban buffer and 
wildlife habitat they are.  Maybe consider a raised trail with informational 
viewpoints?  Easy to do near grasslands park.  Make the baseball and soccer 
folks pay for their usage. 

 We love the concerts at Crown Park.  Please keep them coming.  Kevin Selfe 
& the Tornados was our favorite this year. 

 Regarding programs / facilities for seniors (I'm one), it appears that there are 
ample opportunities to do interesting stuff. I think the gaming trips, nature 
walks, etc. are great for those who enjoys that kind of thing and should be 
maintained for their sake. I and my wife do not (currently) participate for two 
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main reasons: we already have a rich and rewarding life style, and we, over 
the years, have been fortunate to enjoy good health and very frequent, 
consistent & rigorous physical activities (jogging, hiking, camping, gardening, 
weight lifting, stretching, etc.) which eliminate the necessity to go to a 
specific facility (ies) and maintain fitness in a group. I guess we are sort of 
loners in that respect, but also hope these programs are still around in a few 
years when they will be more appealing. Thanks 

 Why not have a community center within the building you are building at 
the Lacamas Lake.  I realize the costs involved, but you can build part of the 
center.  You do not have to build all at once. 

 Connecting the existing trails would be my choice for top priority!  It would 
be so nice to safely get between trails and neighborhoods. 

 Thank you for encouraging public involvement with this! 

 We need indoor Tennis courts in our city. 

 I love living in Camas!  I'm so happy I moved here three years ago.  Please 
continue to offer activities for the children  in our community. 

 I love this city and am so proud of the thought and care that goes into 
improving the recreational facilities here.  There is no better place to live.  
Keep up the good work. 

 Overall I think Camas is doing a good job in maintaining the open space.  
May be adding a multi use community center like the Fristenburg. 

 It would have been more helpful to have this survey before the 'lodge-like' 
community center broke ground at Lacamas Lake. 

 Please don't retire the pool at Crown Park without repairing or replacing it!  
It wouldn't be summer without swim lessons at Crown Park.  So much 
tradition!  And it's nice to have an OUTDOOR pool in the summer - a 
difficult thing to find here in the Pacific NW! 

 I think the city is doing a great job and I feel lucky to live in such a great 
community. I would feel even luckier if the city developed a splash park or a 
new city pool, that would be great!! 

 Bike racks to secure bikes are needed on the Lacamas Lake trails/ends! 
(HAve raised this issue before :) 

 We do not have enough sports fields for the community leagues (soccer, 
football, softball, baseball, etc.).  We need more fields.  Given our wet 
weather, we need to have some turf fields to maximize field use.  We also 
should consider teaming with school district to build an indoor swimming 
pool.  CHS swim team does not have a good option for pool moving forward. 

 While we have it generally good, we are still using old and outdated 
thinking for our parks and plans.  We spend money on bad high 
maintenance landscaping.  We cater to certain sports groups and deny other 
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community members.  We terrorize dog owners but let cats run free.  We 
treat the Parks Commission like a private politburo.  Time for fresh looks, 
fresh thinking, etc. 

 The litter at Cottonwood Beach is appalling. What can the City do to 
monitor this? 

 We have many small children in our neighborhood (Drews Farm).  We have 
very limited recreation in walking distance.  There is a park at Crown Park 
and at Dorothy Fox, but the road is very busy to get to those parks and the 
sidewalks are not very safe.  I hope that the city of Camas will consider 
developing the park in our neighborhood to provide additional recreation 
opportunities for the families in our area.  Our neighborhood association is 
willing to partner with the city of Camas. 



Community Recreation Questionnaire 1 

City of Camas Parks, Recreation and Open Space 
Comprehensive Plan Update: Community Recreation 
Questionnaire 
 
 

 
Dear Resident: 
 
The City of Camas is updating its plan for parks, open space, trails and other recreation 
facilities. The plan will guide the ongoing development of the City's park system, recreation 
programs and natural open spaces. We would like your input to help us determine what types 
of recreation facilities and services should be provided in the future. 
 
Would you please help us by taking a few minutes to answer the following questions. Each 
member of your household is asked to fill out a questionnaire.  
 
If you have any questions, please contact Jerry Acheson, Parks and Recreation Manager, at: 
JAcheson@cityofcamas.us, or by phone at: 834-5307. Thank you for your time and help. 
 
Scott Higgins 
Mayor - City of Camas 
 
 
First, please tell us about yourself. 

1. Do you live or work in Camas? 
Place an ‘X’ over the general 
location on the map at right. 
Otherwise, leave blank. 

2. If you live in Camas, how long 
have you lived here?  
 3 years or less 
 4-6 years 
 7-10 years 
 11-19 years 
 20+ years 
 I don’t live in Camas.  
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3. What is your age? 
 Under 18  45-54 
 18-24  55-64 
 25-34  65+ 
 35-44  

4. Male or Female?    
 M  F 

 
Next, please tell us how you feel about the City’s parks.  

5. How important are parks, open space and recreation opportunities to the overall quality of 
life in Camas? 

 Very important 
 Important 
 Somewhat important 
 Not very important  
 Not at all important 
 Don’t Know 

6. How frequently do you visit the following Camas parks in season?  For each row, check 
the column that best describes how often you visit that park. 

Park/Park Type Frequently 
(Once a 
week or 
more) 

Sometimes  
(1-2 times a 

month) 
 

Rarely  
(Less than 5 

times a 
year) 

 

Never 

Sports Fields     
Developed Parks     
Natural Open Space & Trails     
Waterfront Areas     
School Playgrounds & Indoor 
Facilities 

    

Crown Park swimming pool     

Camas Community Center     

7. What are the primary reasons that you use parks in Camas?  (Please check your top 2 
choices) 
 Enjoy the outdoors or nature  Meet friends  
 Use a specific facility at a park  Participate in family activities 
 Play sports  Attend special events/concerts/movies 
 Picnic and general leisure 

activities 
 Don’t use parks 

 Walk or bike for exercise  
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8. If you seldom use or do not use the parks in Camas, what are your reasons? (Please 
check your top 2 choices) 
 Not interested/No time  Do not have transportation 
 Feel unsafe  Don’t know where they are  
 Lack of facilities   Don’t know what’s available 
 Poorly maintained  Too crowded 
 Too far away/not conveniently 

located 
 None of the above 

 
9. How would you rate the general upkeep and maintenance of the existing parks in Camas? 

(Please check only one) 
 Excellent 
 Good 
 Adequate 
 Ok 
 Poor 
 Don’t Know 

10. How would you rate the importance of natural open space to the community? (Please 
check only one) 
 Very important 
 Important 
 Somewhat important 
 Not very important  
 Not at all important 
 Don’t Know 

11. How should natural areas be used? (Please select one choice) 
 No public use (preserved for wildlife habitat) 
 Limited public use (trails, viewpoints, etc.) 
 Semi-active recreational use (picnicking, playgrounds, etc.) 
 Combination of the above 
 Depends on the site  

12. How often do you participate in recreation activities in Camas or elsewhere? The following 
list shows the most popular activities identified during the 2007 Plan Update. For each 
activity in which you participate, please select the response that most closely represents 
how often you participate when the activity is in season. (Note: options continue on 
following page)   

 
 Frequency of Participation 

Recreation Activity  1 time 
a week 
or less 

2 times 
a week 

3 times 
a week 

4 times 
a week 

Almost 
daily 

Reading for pleasure       
Walking for pleasure      
Exercising/Aerobics      
Gardening      
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Bird watching/feeding      
Nature walks      
Bicycling for pleasure      
Playground (visit/play)      
Jogging/Running      
Swimming (pool)      
Arts and crafts      
Soccer      
Swimming (beach/river)      
Beach activities      
Wildlife watching      
Fairs and festivals      
Hiking/Backpacking      
Baseball      
Concerts (attend)      
Picnicking      
Golf      
Photography      
Fishing      
Boating (power)      
Basketball      
Other:  

13. Select the 5 activities you would like to do most. The following list shows the most popular 
activities identified during the 2007 Plan Update. Assume you have the time, money, and 
transportation to do whichever 5 activities you want.  
 Reading for pleasure   Beach activities 
 Walking for pleasure  Wildlife watching 
 Exercising/Aerobics  Fairs and festivals 
 Gardening  Hiking/Backpacking 
 Bird watching/feeding  Baseball 
 Nature walks  Concerts (attend) 
 Bicycling for pleasure  Picnicking 
 Playground (visit/play)  Golf 
 Jogging/Running  Photography 
 Swimming (pool)  Fishing 
 Arts and crafts  Boating (power) 
 Soccer  Basketball 
 Swimming (beach/river)  Other: 
 

Please tell us your opinion about City recreational programs and special events.  

14. Do you participate in recreation, cultural, senior or sports programs offered by the City of 
Camas? 
 Yes  No 



City of Camas Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan Update 

Community Recreation Questionnaire 5 

15. If you participated in services and programs offered by the City of Camas, how did you 
learn about them? (Please select all that apply) 
 From the City's program guide  Posters/Flyers/Banners 
 From the local newspaper  Information distributed at schools 
 From friends or word of mouth  Website/Facebook 

16. If you do not participate in recreation or sports programs offered by the City of Camas, 
what are your reasons? (Please select all that apply) 
 Not aware of programs  Classes or programs are full 
 Don't have activities I'm interested in  Need child care in order to participate 
 Poor quality of programs  Too busy/no time 
 Held at inconvenient times  Lack of transportation 
 Held at inconvenient locations  Too expensive 

17. What are the most convenient program times for you and others in your household? 
(Please select your top 2 choices) 
 Weekday mornings  Weekend afternoons 
 Weekday afternoons  Weekend evenings 
 Weekday evenings  Drop-in formats, rather than on-going 

activities 
 Weekend mornings  

18. What additional recreation programs do you feel Camas should offer? (Please select all 
that apply) 
 Outdoor/Environmental programs  Arts (drama, painting, etc.) 
 Aquatic programs  Before and after school programs 
 General interest classes (music 

lessons, computers) 
 Fitness classes (aerobics, yoga, etc.) 

 Special events (concerts in the park, 
festivals, movies) 

 Drop-in activities 

 Sports (Baseball, Ultimate Frisbee)  No additional programs are needed 

19. Which groups are underserved by current recreation services?  (Please select your top 2 
choices)  
 Preschoolers  Seniors 
 Elementary youth  Families 
 Middle school youth  People from diverse cultures 
 High school youth  People with disabilities 
 Adults   All groups are served adequately 

20. What role should the City assume in organized youth sports and sports facilities? (Please 
select one) 
 Not be involved in organized youth sports 
 Develop sports fields only and leave maintenance to private groups 
 Develop and maintain sports fields (City’s current role) 
 Develop and maintain sports fields and manage/develop sports leagues 
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21. How would you rate the recreation activities and programs provided by the City of 
Camas? (Please select one) 
 Excellent.  There are many opportunities to do all or most of the recreation activities 

and programs I enjoy. 
 Very Good.  There are several opportunities to do many of the recreation activities 

and programs I enjoy. 
 Satisfactory.  There are some opportunities to do the recreation activities and 

programs I enjoy. 
 Not very good.  There are a few opportunities to do the recreation activities and 

programs I enjoy. 
 Totally inadequate.  There are no opportunities to do any of the recreation activities 

and programs I enjoy. 
 Not sure. I don’t know what is offered. 

 
Please tell us about future improvements to the system.  

22. How can the Camas park system be improved? (Please select your top 2 choices) 
 Acquiring land for future parks 
 Developing new parks 
 Upgrading existing parks 
 Maintaining existing parks and facilities 
 Building major new facilities, such as pools or community centers 
 Acquiring natural areas 

23. If funding were available, which of the following facilities should have the highest priorities 
in Camas? (Please select your top 2 choices)  
 Sports fields (e.g., baseball, softball, 

soccer, rugby)  
 Off-leash dog area 

 Multi-purpose indoor 
community/recreation/senior center 

 Community gardens 

 Indoor pool  More outdoor courts for basketball, 
volleyball, or tennis 

 Water playgrounds  More river access for recreation, 
swimming, and boating  

 More picnic areas   Other 
(specify)______________________ 

 A citywide trail system  

24.  What facilities would you most like to see in an indoor recreation center? (Please select 
your top 2 choices) 
 Multi-use gymnasium  Space for teen activities 
 Weight room/fitness room  Space for senior activities 
 Aerobics/exercise classrooms  Childcare 
 Indoor swimming pool  Meeting rooms/classrooms 
 Large multi-purpose/reception room  
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25. The Crown Park pool is aging and has outlasted its intended lifespan. Which option is best 
for the future of the pool? 
 Retire the pool (least cost)  Provide an indoor pool at another 

location (high cost) 
 Fix or repair the pool (moderate short-

term cost) 
 No opinion 

 Provide a replacement pool at Crown 
Park (high cost) 

 

26. Existing sports fields are heavily used and the City will have to consider field scheduling. 
Should the City require a fee for organized sports teams to help cover the cost of field 
scheduling and maintenance? 
 Definitely 
 Maybe 
 Not sure/need more information 
 No (City would be required to find funding elsewhere) 
 

Please tell us how you feel about the City’s trails.  

27. What type of trails/pathways should have the highest priority in Camas? (Please select 
your top 2 choices) 
 Trails that link neighborhoods with 

community destinations 
 Paved trails for walking, biking, etc. 

 Nature trails (pedestrians only)  Trails that link with other existing trails 
 Trails that extend long distances (5+ 

miles) 
 None of the above 

 Trails designed for mountain biking  

28. If you do not currently use pathways or trails in Camas, what are your primary reasons? 
(Please select your top 2 choices) 
 Too far away, not conveniently located  Conflicts with other types of trail users 
 Lack of trails and connections  Don’t know where they are located 
 Feel unsafe  Not interested in using trails 
 Poorly maintained  None of the above 

29. What are the primary reasons to develop more trails in Camas? (Please select your top 2 
choices) 
 Increase non-motorized transportation 

options 
 Exercise 

 Experience nature  Recreation 
 Improve children’s access to schools  No additional trails are needed 
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Finally, please tell us about your priorities for the future system. 

30. The City’s existing plan is based on the following nine primary goals for the park system. 
Thinking about the future of this system, please select your top two priorities. (Please select 
your top 2 choices)  
 Preserve and enhance the quality of life.  Create an efficient and cost effective 

system.  
 Meet the recreational needs of the 

community.   
 Encourage cooperation among various 

partners and agencies.   
 Develop a network of natural open 

space. 
 Provide diverse recreation programs. 

 Provide a pedestrian and bicyclist trail 
network. 

 Encourage public input and involvement. 

 Provide high quality recreation facilities.  

31. Is there anything else that you would like us to know? 

 

Thank you for completing this questionnaire!  
To find out more about the Parks, Recreation and Open Space Comprehensive Plan go to the 
City of Camas’ website at www.cityofcamas.us. After this questionnaire effort is complete, 
results will be available at the project website. 
 
Please return this questionnaire to: 
 
City of Camas Parks & Recreation Department 
Attention: Krista Bashaw 
PO Box 1055 
Camas, WA 98607   
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DESIGN & DEVELOPMENT GUIDELINES  

Design and development guidelines are intended to provide planning 

and site programming guidance and direction. However, every site is 

different, and every neighborhood is different. The guidelines are not 

intended to override site specific concerns or judgments. For 

example, during the design of a specific park, if community 

preferences differ from the guidelines but are consistent with park 

function and the overall guidance of the Plan, citizen preferences 

should take precedence. 

For each park classification, a description of the classification, 

considerations for site selection, features to provide, amenities to 

consider, and features to avoid (if any) are described.  

 

I. NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS 
 

Definition: Neighborhood parks provide close-to-home recreation 

opportunities. These parks provide both active and passive recreation 

opportunities for people living within approximately one-half mile of 

the park. Typical facilities found in a neighborhood park include 

playground equipment, picnic areas, open grass areas for passive use, 

outdoor basketball courts, and multi-use open grass areas for 

practice field sports. Neighborhood parks in Camas often include 

sports fields such as soccer or baseball. Grass Valley Park and Goot 

Park are examples of typical neighborhood parks in Camas. 

Neighborhood parks should be located and designed based on the 

scale and type of surrounding uses. During site master planning, 

parks in locations with higher residential density should be designed 

with more resilient features and facilities that can withstand more 

intensive use. 

Site Selection and Design: 

 Neighborhood park sites should be 5 to 10 acres in size. The 

minimum size for neighborhood parks is 3 acres when land 

constraints do not allow a larger site. 

 At least 50% of a neighborhood park site should be suitable 

for active uses. 

 The site should have good visibility from surrounding streets 

and have a minimum of 200’ of street frontage. 



parks, recreation and open space comprehensive plan update  
 

d e s i g n  &  d e v e l o p m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  B - 3  

 The site should be relatively central to the area it is intended 

to serve (within about ½ mile of the intended users). 

 The site should be accessible by walking, bicycling, or driving. 

Connections to the community trail network should be 

provided, where possible, to facilitate walking and bicycling. 

Sidewalks should be provided. 

Recommended Park Features to Include:1 

 Playground equipment 

 Picnic area with shelter 

 Open lawn area, minimum 75’ x 100’ 

 Multi-use field intended for practices and informal games 

 Paved courts (minimum 1 basketball or 2 tennis courts) 

 Interior accessible path (paved route connecting all site 

elements) 

 Water fountain 

 Site furnishings (benches, picnic tables, bicycle racks, trash 

receptacles, signs, etc.)  

 Restrooms (permanent structure) 

 Parking should be provided on a neighborhood scale, 

minimizing additional impacts to neighbors. On-street 

parking is preferred.   

Additional Park Features to Consider: 

 Sports fields for baseball, softball, or soccer (artificial turf and 

field lighting subject to site conditions) 

 Skate park or skate facilities 

 Sand or grass volleyball courts 

 Other sporting facilities (horseshoes, bocce, lawn bowling, 

etc.) 

 Water playground 

 Community gardens 

 Off-leash dog area 

 Natural area interpretation (if features are present on the site) 

                                                
1 Pending site conditions and master planning.  
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 Other features in keeping with the function of neighborhood 

parks 

Park Features to Avoid: 

 Regional-scale facilities (large sports complex, community 
center, etc.) 
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II. SPECIAL USE AREAS 
Definition: Special use areas are sites that are occupied by a 

specialized facility or that fulfill a specialized purpose. Some uses 

that fall into this park type include waterfront parks, boat ramps, 

interpretive centers, botanical gardens, community gardens, single 

purpose sites used for a particular field sport or sites that offer indoor 

recreation opportunities. Fallen Leaf Park and the Camas Community 

center are examples of special-use areas in Camas. 

Site Selection: 

 Site size should be adequate to support the proposed 

specialized use, as well as necessary supporting facilities, 

including parking, stormwater management, etc.  

 Site selection criteria will be dependent on the specific 

specialized use proposed, and may include criteria 

determined through an economic feasibility study.  

 The site should be accessible from the communitywide trail 

system. 

 Prior to the addition of any special use areas, the City should 

prepare a detailed cost/benefit analysis and maintenance 

impact statement for each proposed site being considered. 

Minimum Park Features to Include:2 

 Specialized use facility (indoor or outdoor) 

 Site furnishings (benches, picnic tables, bicycle racks, trash 

receptacles, signs, etc.) appropriate for the intended scale and 

use of the park 

 Restrooms (permanent structure) 

 Parking, on or off-street 

Additional Park Features to Consider: 

 Additional features and amenities that support the primary 

special use on the site. These could include 

 Playground equipment 

 Open lawn area 

 Picnic area with shelter 

                                                
2 Pending site conditions and master planning. 
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 Multi-use fields 

 Sports fields for baseball, softball, or soccer designed 

for intensive use, including formal practices, games 

and tournaments.   

 Skate park or skate facilities 

 Sand or grass volleyball courts 

 Other sporting facilities (horseshoes, bocce, lawn 

bowling, etc.) 

 Water playground 

 Community gardens 

 Off-leash dog area 

 Natural area interpretation (if features are present on 

the site) 

 Concessions, vendor, or lease space 

Park Features to Avoid: 

 Features that conflict with or detract from the site’s 
specialized use. 
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III. NATURAL OPEN SPACE AREAS 
Definition: Natural open space is defined as undeveloped land 

primarily left in its natural form with passive recreation use as a 

secondary objective. It is usually owned or managed by a 

governmental agency and may or may not have public access. This 

type of land often includes wetlands, steep hillsides or other similar 

undevelopable spaces. In some cases, environmentally sensitive areas 

are considered as open space and may include wildlife habitats, 

stream and creek corridors, or unique and/or endangered plant 

species. There are currently a number of natural open space areas 

with a variety of functions and landforms in Camas. 

Site Selection: 

 Site size should be based on natural resource and connectivity 

needs. 

 Public use of natural open space sites should be encouraged 

through trails, viewpoints, and other features, but 

environmentally sensitive areas should be protected.  

 The site should have access to a public street, to public land, 

or contribute to the planned open space network. 

 Features in natural open space areas should be limited to 

those appropriate for the numbers and types of visitors the 

area can accommodate, while retaining its resource value, 

natural character, and the intended level of solitude. 

Minimum Park Features to Include: 

 Trails 

 Site furnishings (benches, picnic tables, bicycle racks, trash 

receptacles, signs, etc.) appropriate for the intended scale and 

use of the natural area 
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Additional Park Features to Consider: 

 Trailhead or entry kiosk 

 Interpretive signage or exhibits 

 Viewpoints 

 Parking, on or off-street 

 Restrooms 

 Picnic area with shelter 

 Outdoor classroom/gathering space 

 Interpretive center or building 

 Environmental restoration areas 

Park Features to Avoid: 

 Features that conflict with or detract from the site’s natural 

resources, such as turf, ornamental plantings, and active uses 

such as sports fields. 
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IV. TRAIL DEVELOPMENT STANDARDS 
The Trail Development Standards accompany the recommended trail 

segment descriptions listed in Chapter Four of the PROS Plan and 

shown on the Trail System Concept Map. The proposed system 

includes both paved and unpaved trails, under the City’s ownership 

or managed by other jurisdictions or private entities.  

 For proposed trails located within Camas , the City will accept, 

acquire, own and maintain the trail and its related right-of-way. On 

recommendation of the Parks Commission, and approval of the City 

Council, the City may additionally, in the future, recognize other 

trails for inclusion in the City-owned and maintained system. As 

trails and open space are reviewed for inclusion in the City-owned 

and maintained systems, cost of maintenance is a factor to be 

considered in the review. 

Trail right-of-way and trail width and surfacing will vary, depending 

on the unique conditions of each trail segment. Unless otherwise 

specified, interpretation of these standards is intentionally flexible to 

allow for site conditions such as right-of-way or easement width, 

steep slopes, setbacks and environmentally sensitive areas.  

The trail development standards are described below, including 

general trail development policies, trail classifications, and trail 

design standards.  

General Trail Development Policies 

1) The Camas trail network is designed to meet multiple objectives, 

providing recreation as well as active transportation for 

pedestrians and bicyclists.  

2) Whenever possible, the trails depicted on the Draft Trails 

System Concept Map should not be a part of a street roadway. 

Where routes use existing streets, the pathway should be 

designed to minimize potential conflicts between motorists and 

trail users through the use of both physical separation distance 

and landscaping. 

3) The trail network should be aligned to maximize the number 

and diversity of enjoyable viewing opportunities, to increase 

user enjoyment and provide multiple benefits. 



parks, recreation and open space comprehensive plan update  
 

B - 1 0  d e s i g n  &  d e v e l o p m e n t  g u i d e l i n e s  

4) Specific trail alignments should take into account soil 

conditions, steep slopes, surface drainage and other physical 

limitations that could increase construction and/or 

maintenance costs. 

5) Trails should be planned, sized, and designed for non-

motorized uses, in accordance with the design standards. Trails 

should also be designed to accommodate maintenance and 

emergency response to the extent practicable. 

6) Centralized and effective staging areas should be provided for 

trail access. Trailheads should include parking, orientation and 

information, and any necessary specialized unloading features. 

7) The trail network should be looped and interconnected to 

provide a variety of trail lengths and destinations. The trails 

should link various parts of the community, as well as existing 

park sites. 

8) Developers should be encouraged to provide pathways through 

their development and provide access to the communitywide 

trail system. 

9) Trails should be developed throughout the community to 

provide linkages to schools, parks, and other destination points. 

Each proposed trail should be reviewed on a case by case by 

case basis to determine if it should be part of the city’s overall 

trail system. 

10) Accessible trails should be designed to meet accessibility 

guidelines for trails.  

Trail Classifications 

The four classifications of trails include: Regional, Local, Rustic, and 

Semi-Primitive. A primary distinguishing feature of City-owned trails 

is that these trails predominantly serve community-wide and 

regional purposes and receive this level of use. Local and secondary 

trails generally serve a local scale, at the neighborhood level. Such 

local and secondary trails will generally be owned and maintained by 

Homeowners Associations. While Regional and Local trails are 

designed as multiple use trails, Rustic and Semi-Primitive trails can 

be designed as single use trails. 
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A detailed description of each of these classifications follows on 

subsequent pages.  

1A. Regional Trail 

This trail type is designed to accommodate multiple uses (walking, 

running, bicycling) and connect to adjoining jurisdictions or 

destinations. The surfacing should be a minimum of 12 feet wide and 

be constructed of a hard surface material such as asphalt or concrete. 

Exceptions to surfacing materials may occur to mitigate impacts to 

critical or sensitive areas. Equestrian use could be permitted if an 

additional unpaved shoulder area is provided. The right-of-way 

required for regional trails should be 26 to 52 feet, depending on 

their location and surroundings. This type of trail is typically located 

off roadway surfaces and within its own corridor. A diagram of this 

trail standard is located in Figure B1. 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 

Figure B1 
Section of Typical Regional Trail 

(Class 1A) 
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2A. Local Trail 

This trail type is designed to serve the local community and also 

provide access to the regional trail systems. It should be considered 

the “backbone” of the city’s trail network. The trail width should 

range from six to ten feet depending on the use and the terrain 

involved. It can be designed to accommodate the same uses listed for 

the regional trail. The surface for this type of trail may be paved or 

crushed aggregate depending on the use. Exceptions to surfacing 

materials may occur to mitigate impacts to critical or sensitive areas. 

The right of way for the local trail can range from 24 feet to 40 feet 

and can also be located on-road or off-road. Figure B2 is a typical 

configuration of a local trail. 

 

 
24’ – 40’ + RIGHT OF WAY DESIRABLE 

Figure B2
Section of Typical Local Trail 

(Class 2A) 
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Figure B3
Section of Typical Rustic Trail 

(Class 3) 

3. Rustic Trail 

This trail type provides access to local trails, and is more 

neighborhood-oriented. These trails will act as collectors for 

neighborhoods or developments and provide links to the 

communitywide trail system and other adjoining destinations. The 

rustic trail should be a minimum of four feet wide and be surfaced 

with stable accessible surfacing. The primary uses of a rustic trail are 

intended to be walking, bicycling and equestrian. The right-of-way 

widths desired for the rustic trail can range from 24 feet to 30 feet or 

more. These trails are always off-road in nature. Figure B3 details 

this trail classification. 

 
 

 
24’ – 30’ + RIGHT OF WAY DESIRABLE 
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4. Semi-Primitive Trail 

This trail type is more specialized with regard to use, but it is more 

easily adaptable to the open space areas. It will serve in the more 

sensitive open space areas located within the city. It is designed to 

accommodate walkers, hikers, bicyclists, and equestrian users. It is 

typically two to four feet in width and is made up of compacted earth 

or other stable surfacing. The right-of-way width can range from ten 

to 20 feet. Typically, maintenance of these trails is minimal. Figure 

B4 below details the standards for this trail. 

 

 
10’ – 20’ + RIGHT OF WAY DESIRABLE 

Figure B4
Section of Typical Semi-Primitive Trail 

(Class 4) 
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Summary of Trail and Bikeway Standards 

Table B1 summarizes trail standards by trail type. In addition to the 

trail classifications described previously, the table includes bike lane 

standards as specified the City’s Design Standard Manual and Clark 
County’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan.    

 
Table B1 

Summary of Trail/Bikeway Classifications 
 

TRAIL TYPE R.O.W. 
WIDTH 

TRAIL/ 
FACILITY 
WIDTH 

SURFACING CLEARANCE 

1A. Regional 
Multi-Use 
Trail 

26’ Min. 
(52’ or more 

desired) 

12’ min. paved 
asphalt or 
concrete 

side: 2’ min. 
height: 10’ min. 

1B. Regional 
Bike Lane  

N/A 6’ min. paved 
asphalt or 
concrete 

side: 2’ min. 
height: 10’ min. 

2A. Local Trail 
 

24-40’ or 
more desired 

6-10’ paved or 
stable, 

accessible 
surfacing 

side: 2’ min. 
height: 10’ min. 

2B. Local Bike 
Lane 

N/A 4’ min. 
(may 
not be 
striped) 

paved 
asphalt or 
concrete 

side: 2’ min. 
height: 10’ min. 

3. Rustic Trail 
    Trail 

24-30’  
or more 
desired 

4’+ stable, 
accessible 
surfacing 

side: 2’ min. 
height: 10’ min. 

4. Semi-
Primitive 
Trail 

10-20’  
or more 
desired 

1.5’+ compacted 
earth or 
similar 

side: 1’ min. 
height: 8’ min. 

Accessible trails should not exceed a 1:12 (8.33%) running slope for more 
than 30% of the total length of the trail, or exceed more than a 1:8 (12%) 
running slope for any trail segment. Source: 2013 Outdoor Developed Area 
Guidelines, Architectural Barriers Act. 

 

Locating Trails in Sensitive (Critical) Areas 

The large number of environmentally sensitive (critical) areas in 

Camas makes it likely that trails will be developed in some of these 

areas. The benefits of public access to natural areas (bird watching, 

nature appreciation, and environmental education) need to be 

balanced with the impacts of access.  
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Trails in environmentally sensitive areas will need to be carefully and 

appropriately located and designed. Exceptions to the trail 

improvement standards set forth in this Plan may be authorized in 

sensitive areas consistent with current best practices. This document 

recommends a thorough review and assessment of existing and 

proposed trail corridors, and careful placement of trails within 

sensitive areas to aid in minimizing the impacts. Guidelines for 

determining the suitability of trail locations in sensitive areas include 

the following: 

1) Provide a minimum 20-foot wide vegetated buffer between 

wetland, sensitive area or water edge and the trail. 

2) Construct boardwalks, railings, see-through fences and 

viewpoints to allow visual access to the areas and to keep trail 

users on the trail and away from the habitat. 

3) Design wetland crossings for maximum protection of the wetland 

and locate them in an area suitable for public use. 

4) Provide adjacent vegetation at access points that is dense enough 

to discourage off-trail travel. If necessary, install additional 

thick or thorny vegetation to prevent access. 

5) Cover earthen based trails with dense turf where it crosses 

floodplains or other areas subject to periodic flooding to reduce 

puddling and walkers skirting the area. 

6) Site trails away from active stream channels to prevent local bank 

erosion cause by trampling. In streamside locations where 

access is permitted or encouraged, provide access via 

boardwalks. 

7) Locate bridge crossings in locations that will provide minimum 

impact to the water’s edge and habitat while providing a 

rewarding experience for the trail user. 
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Trailheads 

Two classifications of trailheads exist in Camas: primary trailheads 

and secondary trailheads. The majority of trailheads can occur 

within existing and proposed park sites. Where no other option is 

available and a trailhead is necessary, then a freestanding trailhead 

may be required.  

A. Primary Trailheads  

Typically, primary trailheads will include: 

 Off-street parking. The number of parking spots is dependent 

on use – 20 spaces is a guideline, but this amount is not 

necessarily required. 

 Restroom facilities 

 Drinking fountain 

 Telephone 

 Picnic areas 

 Appropriate signage/directories  
 

B. Secondary Trailheads  

Secondary trailhead will generally include: 

 Appropriate signage/directories 

 Off-street parking may or may not be provided for secondary 

trailheads. However, secondary trailheads in remote locations 

should have a maximum of three spaces. 

Trailhead design will need to consider the need for utility 

connections and regular maintenance. Ongoing monthly and long 

term capital costs should be minimized through the use of labor 

saving design elements where ever possible. 
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V. TRAIL SAFETY 

The ideal trail is planned and designed with safety considerations 

taken into account. There are two issues involving safety concerning 

trail users. One is danger due to normal trail use, and the other is 

personal safety of users. 

A number of methods can be implemented to increase the safety of 

trails to users. Some of these are outlined below: 

 Open and Visible Trails: If trail guidelines are followed, the 

resulting trails will provide open and visible corridors to both 

users and law enforcement personnel. Visibility increases a 

person’s sense of safety. 

 Safe Design: If deemed necessary, techniques such as 

emergency call boxes, lighting, security vehicle access, and 

landscaping can be designed can be installed to increase 

safety.  

 Reduction of Trail Conflicts: A number of problems occur on 

multi-use trails where two types of users are interacting. 

Good design, signage, and awareness of trail etiquette all 

reduce problems associated with these conflicts. 

 Coordination with Public Safety: By making area law 

enforcement and public safety officials aware of trail routes, 

trailheads, and potential problem areas, they can develop 

emergency response plans and a method of policing the area 

the most efficiently. 

 Bicycle Patrols: These patrols, made up of police or volunteers, 

can provide security on the trails. In addition to safety, patrols 

can provide information, offer bicycle safety checks, and do 

other service duties. Overall, the most important part is 

providing “eyes” on the trail system to reduce potential 

problems. 

 Organized Programs: The City can set up programs of 

volunteer guides to accompany those who wish to use a 

specific segment as a group. This can either be on a specific 

request basis or be integrated into the recreation programs. 

Organized programs, such as a special event nature walk, 

increase “eyes” on the trail. 
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 Adopt-A-Trail Program: Through an adopt-a-trail program, 

private groups, organizations, or individuals are encouraged 

to adopt trail segments or corridors by volunteering or 

providing donations for maintenance and development. 

 Neighborhood Trail Watch Program: Through a 

neighborhood trail watch program, property owners adjacent 

to trails can be encouraged to monitor nearby trails and 

report maintenance or operation problems to the City, and to 

report vandalism or other inappropriate activity to the Police 

Department. 
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STAFF REPORT
Final Plat for Stoneleaf Subdivision Phase 1

File No. FP14-06
(Prior Permit #s: MinMod05-05, MinMod06-01, MinMod06-02, TUP05-04, DR05-09, DR04-07, 

BLA10-01, SUB12-02 and SEPA12-02)
January, 5th 2015

TO:   Mayor Higgins 
City Council MEETING DATE: January 5th, 2015

FROM: Robert Maul, Planning Manager
Wes Heigh, Project Manager

LOCATION: The site is located at NW Lorenz and NW Pacific Rim Blvd., Camas, Washington, and 
is zoned Multifamily 24 (MF-24).  Parent tax parcels #126048 and #126049.  The 
location is also described as the Southwest quarter Section 5, Township 1 North, 
Range 3 East, Willamette Meridian (WM).

OWNER: Patrick Ginn
Stoneleaf JV, LLC.
800 NE Tenney Road, Suite #110-348
Vancouver, WA 98663

APPLICABLE LAW: The original application was submitted July 25th, 2012, and the applicable 
codes are those codes that were in effect at the date of application.  Camas Municipal Code 
Chapters (CMC): Title 18 Zoning (not exclusively): CMC Chapter 17.21 Procedures for Public 
Improvements; and CMC Chapter 18.55 Administration and Procedures; and RCW Chapter 58.17.

BACKGROUND INFORMATION

 54 Lots 

 Zoning: Multi-family residential (MF-24)

 Total area: 5.58 acres

 Critical Areas: 1.82 acres

The Stoneleaf application started with a site plan approval for a condominium project where 14 of 
54units have been built.  Subsequently, the current owner has sought to subdivide the development 
into fee simple lots with a subdivision process with the City.  Preliminary plat approval was issued 
by the hearing examiner October 14th, 2014.  All of the required public and private improvements 
have been installed and approved.  There will be several phases of this project to allow for existing 
condo units to be converted to fee simple lots and recorded accordingly over the next several years.      

Staff found that the application met the requirements of Final Plat approval in accordance with 
CMC§17.21.060.  This staff report addresses compliance with the criteria for final plat approval.
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Conditions of Approval (SUB12-02) Findings
1. Stormwater treatment and control facilities shall be designed 

in accordance with the 1992 Puget Sound Stormwater Manual 
design guidelines.  Final stormwater calculations shall be 
submitted at the time of final construction plan submittal.

Stormwater report was 
approved and is on file. 

2. All construction plans will be prepared in accordance with City 
of Camas standards.  The plans will be prepared by a licensed 
civil engineer in Washington State and submitted to the City 
for review and approval.

Construction plans were 
approved. 

3. Underground (natural gas, CATV, power, street light and 
telephone) utility plans shall be submitted to the City for 
review and approval prior to approval of the construction 
plans.

Construction plans were 
approved and installed as 
required.

4. The applicant will be required to purchase all permanent 
traffic control signs, street name signs, street lighting and 
traffic control markings and barriers for the improved 
subdivision.  The City will supply the list of required signs, 
markings and barriers at the time paving is scheduled.

Installed as required.

5. A 3% construction plan review and inspection fee shall be 
required for this development.  The fee will be based on an 
engineer’s estimate or construction bid.  The specific estimate 
will be submitted to the City for review and approval.  The fee 
will be paid prior to the construction plans being signed and 
released to the applicant.  Under no circumstances will the 
applicant be allowed to begin construction prior to approval of 
the construction plans.

Construction plans were 
approved and fee received.

6. Any entrance structures or signs proposed or required for this 
project will be reviewed and approved by the City.  All designs 
will be in accordance with applicable City codes.  The 
maintenance of the entrance structure will be the 
responsibility of the homeowners

Maintenance provisions are 
included in CC&Rs.

7. A homeowner’s association (HOA) will be required for this 
development.  The applicant will be required to furnish a copy 
of the C.C. & R.’s for the development to the City for review.  
Specifically, the applicant will need to make provisions in the 
C.C. & R.’s for maintenance of the stormwater detention and 
treatment facilities and any storm drainage system or 
easements outside the City’s right of way (if applicable). 

CC&R’s were reviewed and 
approved.  

8. Final plat and final as-built construction drawing submittals 
shall meet the requirements of the CMC 17.11.060, CMC 
17.01.050 and the Camas Design Standards Manual for 
engineering as-built submittals.

Complies

Planning

9. The lost shall comply with setback requirements. Complies
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10. The applicant shall install lighting and plant street trees prior 
to approval of final plat.  

Complies

11. The applicant shall provide a mechanism for maintenance of 
sensitive areas to include significant trees within the HOA 
CC&R’s. In conformance with CMC16.50, the removal of trees 
that are hazardous…(removed  only for brevity of this report)   

Complies

12. The applicant shall post permanent signs acceptable to the City 
to inform homeowners of the sensitive area and their 
responsibilities.  Signs shall be posted prior to final platting. 
CMC 16.50.210-B.

Signs are installed.

Engineering    

13. The final plat shall include appropriate easements over the 
public portion of the gravity sanitary sewer system and 
over the public water system.

Complies

14. The applicant shall install 7 off-street parking spaces 
located within a separate tract and provide a landscape 
buffer to visually enhance and screen this parking tract 
from the adjacent lots and the neighborhood.   

Complies

15. The applicant shall form a Home Owners Association for 
the perpetual maintenance of all privately owned 
improvements including the stormwater collection and 
detention/treatment system, landscaping and fencing 
improvements along NW Pacific Rim Blvd., the private 
roadway tracts, the private street lighting system, gated 
entry and common parking tract and landscaping.  

Complies

16. The applicant shall note the requirement of a minimum 10 
foot front and 18 foot garage setback from the curb line 
for all new residential structures constructed on lots 35 
through 54 and a minimum 10 foot front and 18 foot 
garage setback from the back of the sidewalk for all new 
residential structures constructed on lots 1 through 6 and 
lots 11 through 34.  Lots 7 through 10 shall have a 
minimum 10 foot front setback and 18 foot garage 
setback.  A note shall be placed on the face of the final 
plat to this effect.

Complies

17. Automatic fire sprinklers installed per NFPA 13D or 13R 
will be required at the time of home construction on all 
lots.  

Will be required at building 
permit issuance and final 
occupancy. 

18. Parking enforcement provisions acceptable to the Fire 
Marshal shall be incorporated into the HOA documents 
and recorded with the final plat.  

Complied as required.

19. Prior to final plat approval, tree planting shall be remedied 
at each built lot pursuant to the standards of 
CMC§17.19.030(F)(1).

Noted on plat.
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20. The following notes shall be added to the final plat: Required notes are provided on 
the final plat as numbers.

Final Plat Criteria for Approval (CMC 17.21.060-C)

1. That the proposed final plat bears the required certificates and statements of 
approval;

2. That the title insurance report furnished by the developer/owner confirms the title 
of the land, and the proposed subdivision is vested in the name of the owner(s) 
whose signature(s) appears on the plat certificate;

3. That the facilities and improvements required to be provided by the 
developer/owner have been completed or, alternatively, that the developer/owner 
has submitted with the proposed final plat an improvement bond or other security 
in conformance with CMC 17.21.040;

4. That the plat is certified as accurate by the land surveyor responsible for the plat;
5. That the plat is in substantial conformance with the approved preliminary plat; and
6. That the plat meets the requirements of Chapter 58.17 RCW and other applicable 

state and local laws which were in effect at the time of preliminary plat approval.

Findings:  The submitted plat meets the requirements of CMC 17.21.060-C, is consistent 
with the applicable conditions of approval, and with the applicable state and local 
regulations.  

Recommendation

Staff recommends that Council APPROVE the final plat of Stoneleaf Subdivision Phs. 1 (file 
#FP14-06) as submitted.
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